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HAVE YOU HEARD? Three of our community members received 
Australia Day Awards this year. Cessnock City Council hosts this 
event for the Cessnock Area.  
 
Carl Hoipo received the History Award in recognition of his years of 
research, writing, and presenting our local history. Carl has been 
very active at Wollombi Museum for many years and editor of the 
Endeavour Journal of the Cessnock District Historical and Family 
History Society. Nowadays you can hear Carl give informative and 
interesting history talks at Wollombi. 
 
Then John and Robbie Forsyth both received the Senior Citizen of 
the Year Award for their generous contribution they have made to 
the community of our Valley. Their property is available to us as a 
Village Green. Here our children at Laguna School play sports and 
train for athletics and swimming carnivals, the annual Lantern 
Parade and cricket matches are held, an annual alternate City to Surf 
is run and community members exercise and swim. Also John and 
Robbie’s Village Green is the Emergency Meeting Place during 
bushfires and emergencies. John and Robbie maintain the grounds all 
year round and are continually adding improvements.  
We are very grateful and proud of our three 2019 Australia Day 
Award recipients. Congratulations Carl, John and Robbie!  
 
Wollombi Progress would also like to thank all our hard working 
community members who give their time and effort for our many 
community groups. Together we make our valley the special place 
that it is. 
 
Wollombi Valley Progress Association 

Australia Day Awards 
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ANZAC DAY 

DAWN SERVICE 

THURSDAY 

25TH APRIL 2019 

5.45AM 

ANZAC RESERVE 

WOLLOMBI 

 

Followed by breakfast 

courtesy of the  

Wollombi Tavern  

 
Patron: John Newcombe AO OBE 

 
Highlight events Feb-April 2019 

Sat 23 Feb, 10am-3pm: Traditional Basket Weaving Workshop with gifted teacher Michelle Earl. 
For adults & teens. $50 per person. Almost full, but you might be lucky! (wscetevents@gmail.com) 

Sat 23 Feb 3-4.30pm, Community Room: Colonial History talks resume with Carl and Stuart. 
This month’s fascinating topic is the influential Wiseman Dynasty (more details elsewhere in OON) 

Wollombi Valley Choir, Weds 5-7pm. Wollombi School Library. New members welcome. This 
year we have four 10 week sessions/terms to coincide with school terms and holiday breaks. (You 
can still come along after term has begun.) The $50 per member/per term fee covers most costs, with 
WSCET providing back up.  

Coming up - Sat 13 April: Wollombi Valley Landcare Field Day at Wollombi School 
Open to all. Child-friendly. Loads of events. (See Landcare article in this edition of OON for more info 
or email: wollombi.landcare@gmail.com) 
 
Regular programs: Hunter Mobile Pre-school for young children two days/week; community group 
use for a wide range of activities. Planned WSCET initiatives for this year include health, well-being 
and ageing issues. Office facilities in development. Check website or facebook for updates. Contact/
event bookings/WSCET membership enquiries: 

Website: http://wscetinc.wix.com/wscet  Facebook: https://facebook.com/wscet   
Email: wscetevents@gmail.com   
 

 

 

mailto:wscetevents@gmail.com
http://wscetinc.wix.com/wscet
https://facebook.com/wscet
mailto:wscetevents@gmail.com
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Literature Trivia 

Who wrote: 

1. The Faerie Queene 

2. Wuthering Heights 

3. The Nun’s Priest’s Tale 

4. Bleak House 

5. Northanger Abbey 

6. The Voyage Out 

7. The Transit of Venus 

8. Possession 

9. Under Milk Wood 

10. Catch 22    For answers see 
     page 14 

 

Proposed Banner Poles for Wollombi not Proceeding 

Thank you to community members who took the time to 
respond to Cessnock City Council’s online survey re the 
location in Wollombi of two banner poles. From these 
responses Wollombi Valley Progress Association has been 
informed that the banner poles project will not go ahead. 
WVPA liaises with Cessnock City Council often in order to 
inform our community of projects and events that affect 
our valley.  

Wollombi Valley Progress Association 

 

A BIG thank you to all  

Our volunteers helped in many ways 

from purchasing drinks, making 

sandwiches, baking cakes and slices, 

setting up in extreme heat, serving, 

cleaning, collecting donations, setting 

up and running a bookstall, and many 

other tasks. 

Because of this invaluable contribution, 

we are eager to say a big public “Thank 

you! We salute you!” 

All funds raised on the day will help us 

maintain our beautiful facilities so that 
all in our Community and its visitors 
can enjoy. 

www.wollombitennis.com.au          wollombitennis@gmail.com 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna  and surrounding districts                                                                                            4 

Issue 428 -  Our Own News - March 2019 

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc 
What's on at The Old Fireshed Gallery 

Wollombi Cultural Centre 
February – March 

NEXT EXHIBITION 
TOGETHERNESS 
 

Presenting works by Aboriginal artists  
Wayne Krause, Den Barber, and the late  
Jodi Cameron. 
 
Opening at 6 pm on Friday March 8

th 
  

refreshments provided. 
 
Open 9th - 24th March, daily, 10 am - 4 pm 
 
 
Wayne Krause 
A Wiradjuri man, Wayne paints traditional  
stories handed down to him by his elders.  
"I call my art Aboriginal Surrealism. It tells  
the stories of my people and country.” 
 
Den Barber 
From 'doodling' at school, Den's artistic  
style has developed into the fine drawings he now produces. He also creates 
Aboriginal artefacts.  
 
Jodi Cameron 
We wish to show our respect to Aunty Jodi, a Darkinjung woman who grew up 
unaware of her Aboriginality, a member of the Stolen Generation. On 
discovering her heritage she embraced it deeply, learning about her culture until 
her death last year. 
 
COMING UP 

PAINTINGS & MOSAICS:  March 30
th

 – April 14th 
Mary Francis, Kaye Lovie, Marilyn Miller, Carole McDonald, Julie Eller.  
 
AGM MEETING - Sunday 24th March 4pm      

The WVAC needs more committee members. If you would like to become involved with our 

dedicated volunteers, artists and members, please get in touch or come to the AGM. It only 

requires attending bi-monthly meetings and occasional e-mail contact. 

 

NEXT MEETING of the WVAC is after the AGM - Sunday 24th March at 4pm.  

All welcome. 

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc E: artscouncil@wollombi.org Web:  www.wollombi.org 

F/B: https://www.facebook.com/artscouncilwollombi 
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We have already started putting this year's plan into action. Valley Artists' next major production, coming to you in 
June 2019, is Alan Ayckbourn's, Woman in Mind, which will be directed by Micaela Elphick. 
 
Susan has a perfect life – a loving husband, charming brother and a beautiful daughter.  Or does she?  An 
unfortunate encounter with a garden rake somewhere between the rose garden and the tennis courts of her 
palatial home leads her into the twilight zone, where nothing is quite what it seems.  As Susan struggles to come to 
terms with her altered circumstances she is forced to question what she really wants, who really does love her and, 
ultimately, who she is. 
 
Popular and prolific British playwright Alan Ayckbourn tells Susan’s story through a series of increasingly humorous 
interactions with her nearest and dearest.  From gently acerbic to rollicking farce, this lovely, sometimes unsettling, 
piece has a wide comic range and runs at a cracking pace, yet deftly avoids the slapstick.   
 
Woman in Mind opens at 8pm Laguna Hall on Friday 14 June and the run continues 15, 16, 19 to 22 June. 
 
Thank you to all our Sponsors who support this community group. In early September we will be holding Sponsors 
night. This unique show, created by the Valley Artists, is always so much fun.  Becoming a Sponsor is easy and well 
worth considering. We sell various packages to suit your needs. For further information please contact 
sponcors@valleyartists.org or complete the attached form. Remember, not only do you receive tickets to 
productions you also receive tickets to our fabulous Sponsors night. 
 
In November 2019, we will be presenting One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest, by Dale Wasserman, which will be 
directed by myself, Cath Patterson. This will be my debut in the field of directing. I am very excited and looking 
forward to the challenge.  

 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest is a successful, book written by Ken Kesey (1962), movie directed by Milos Forman 
(1975) and play, adapted for stage by Dale Wasserman (1963). This captivating tale has a primary focus on Randle 
McMurphy who has been charged with battery and gambling. Instead of serving with sentence on a prison work 
farm, he fakes insanity and is sent to a psychiatric hospital. Here, there are many rules to abide by, but McMurphy 
does not do rules and he and the head nurse, Nurse Ratched, clash and have a continual power struggle. The 
institutionalised inmates start to respond to McMurphy's antics and ability to assist in helping them to regain their 
confidence and start to break free from the shackles of Ratched's controlling ways which leads to a shocking and 
tragic yet brilliant ending.  
 
The Valley Artists always welcomes new members and anyone that is interested in getting involved in "Making 
Theatre". Some of the exciting jobs to get involved with are assisting with back stage, set building, marketing, 
acting, learning about production and technical aspects. I am presently looking for some actors so join us in One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, you do not have to be an experienced actor as there is great support throughout the 
process. We have roles for: 
    6 males aged 20 - 60 
    3 women aged 25 - 45 
If you have any interest in playing a character or getting more  
involved with Valley Artists in any way, please e-mail me directly  
at: cathmag12@hotmail.com 
Please Note: Date and Venue change of 2019 AGM 
The Valley Artists AGM is on Saturday March 2nd at 3pm at  
Wollombi School. All positions will be vacant. Everyone is  
welcome. Please send nominations and nominee details to  
cathmag12@hotmail.com 
Cath Patterson  (VA Secretary) 
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2019 Sponsorship 

 
Select a level of sponsorship from the list below and return the form and your choice of payment to: Valley 
Artists Inc., C/O Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 2325 
Or email to info@valleyartists.org and direct deposit in our account (see end) 
 
Gold - $900 
Entitles sponsor to:  
6 tickets to our Sponsors Dinner  
6 tickets to each of our 2 productions  
½ page advertisement in each program 
 
Silver - $600 
Entitles sponsor to: 
4 tickets to our Sponsors Dinner 
4 tickets to each of our 2 productions 
¼ page advertisement in each program 
 
Bronze - $300 
Entitles sponsor to: 
2 tickets to our Sponsors Dinner 
2 tickets to each of our 2 productions 
Mention in each program 
 
Aluminium - $150 
Entitles sponsor to: 
1 ticket to our Sponsors Dinner 
1 ticket to each of our 2 productions 
Mention in each program 
 
You can pay at Wollombi General Store or GNTP (cash or cheque in favour of Valley Artists Inc) or direct 
debit to the following bank account: 
BSB 637 000 Acct No. 7203 54926 
Acct name Valley Artists 
 
Yes, I’d like to sponsor Valley Artists Inc. during 2019. 
Please enrol me as a Gold / Silver / Bronze / Aluminium Sponsor. 
Business Name:____________________________________________ 
Contact Name:_____________________________________________ 
Address:_________________________________________________ 
Email: ________________________Phone: _____________________ 

Notices and advertising  

in Our Own News 
 

Payments for Advertising and notices  
are what keeps the OON going and we 
are happy  to provide a rate sheet.   

 

If you are interested 
 in advertising in the OON or placing 
notices please contact us to assess  

what costs are involved.  
 

oon_news@hotmail.com 

mailto:info@valleyartists.org
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A Twilight Picnic with 

The Runaway Cabbages 

An afternoon and evening of music and fun in Wollombi 
Local Band 'The Runaway Cabbages' are playing on the 
deck of the Wollombi Tennis Club.  

Money raised will be donated to local women's refuge 
'Jodie's Place'. 
BYO chairs, food and drink for a Twilight Picnic. 

Relax and soak up the fabulous music of the Cabbages while 
taking in the amazing valley views and for those who wish to 
kick up their heels join the band on the deck for a dance. 

Please invite family and friends as this promises to be a great 
afternoon for a terrific cause. 
Adults $15.00 
Pensioners $12.00 

Children free 

For more info contact Susan 0403 270 365 
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Wollombi Valley Home & Garden 

Mr Fix-It  40yrs experience  

  

  

 

Home maintenance & repair 

 Endorsed by your local real-estate 

 

What a cracking start we have had to the new school 
year here at Laguna Public School! Visiting all the 
classrooms I have been quite amazed at how quickly 
all of our students have settled into their new classes 
and are taking on all of their learning tasks and 
challenges. A special mention to our 11 Kindergarten 
students – it seems like they have been here much 
longer than just three weeks! 

Our motto for this year is ‘Reach Your Goals’, with 
students learning about SMART goals (Specific, 
Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and Timely) and 
just as importantly, the steps required to achieve 
them. An early goal for our Year 6 students is to 
obtain a School Leaders Badge. To do so, they must 
complete our Leadership Challenge that requires 
them to complete nine tasks during which they both 
learn about and demonstrate leadership in a variety 
of contexts. The alacrity with which the students 
have got their teeth into the challenge this year has 
been impressive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a lot of activities coming up this term. 
Foremost among them is our whole school 
Environmental Awareness Day on March 15th, where 
students will investigate climate change in a number 
of ways and develop a sense of how they can have 
agency in the world around them. Our students will 
also be participating in Clean Up Australia Day on 
Friday 1st March, with students cleaning up 
community areas including the Village Green and the 
Wollombi township. 

Finally, please pencil in Friday 23rd August into your 
calendar – opening night for the 28th Annual Laguna 
P&C Art Show!  

 

Craig Howe, 

Principal 
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SPIRITUAL DIARY 
 
Achieving Balance.  Sounds easy, doesn’t it?  But is it?  What happens to us when our balance gets right 
out of whack?   
 
Obviously, I can’t speak about you and it’s fairly difficult to talk about myself; especially when I’m in the 
middle of losing mine; balance, I mean.  I’m not talking about an actual tight-rope walker.  She only has 
to learn how to balance her body on a tight-rope and eventually, to overcome the fear of heights.  I’m 
talking about the analogy that we can apply from that example, to living our lives in the middle of all the 
various pressures that are on us during those lives.  These are the pressures, mostly emotional but caused 
sometimes by sickness, accidents, or by any of the external forces that occur when we least expect them.   
 
Let’s take an example.  I am sailing along, fairly evenly.  The sky is clear and out of that clear blue sky 
comes the event I least expected.  A boy on a skateboard comes at me but doesn’t see me.  His head is off 
with the pixies, with ear-buds in his ears, listening (loudly) with his eyes closed, to the latest hit.  He is 
coming straight at me and I jump.  He goes on his way oblivious to me.  However, I am left with an 
emotional reaction in my body.  This reaction may be dealt with quickly or it may even take a couple of 
hours to get back my emotional balance.   
 
But what about the situation when those events accumulate.  Many events occur one on top of the other, 
without the necessary time to deal with the emotional reaction from each one.  They range from the very 
simple, like the boy on the skate-board, to the very complicated, like the Boss/Manager suddenly giving 
you a week’s notice or less to change your job with little or no consultation and no understanding of what 
it may mean to you both physically and emotionally; and these really, are the simple things.  When we get 
to the really complex, that’s when the balance goes really hay-wire. 
 
How do you get that balance back?  That, as the man in the old-fashioned quiz show said, is the $64 
question.  The answer is……… more next time. 
 
Graham Jackson 
February 2019  
 
 

MONTHLY HISTORY TALKS ARE BACK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join in the discussion with Carl and Stuart. 

3.00 p.m. Saturday, February 23, 2019 at Wollombi School. 

Audience participation welcome. 

Sponsored by WSCET 

After the success of Kate Grenville’s “Secret River” 
and the resultant TV series, the lower Hawkesbury 
history has been the subject of new interest and 
research. The Wollombi European story started 
here with the Wisemans, a dynasty who for the 
next 60 years would help shape Wollombi. Their 
story and the relics of their time in the valley 
feature this month. 
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Wollombi Valley Landcare Field Day 

Saturday 13th April 2019 Wollombi School 

Wollombi Valley Landcare will be holding its inaugural, and perhaps one and only, Field Day on Saturday 

13th April. You do not have to be Landcare members to attend. It is open to all and will be child friendly. 

We have procured presenters for the following subjects; 

• Biological weed control options for prickly pear, tiger pear,  blackberry, thistles, bridal creeper and 

more  - with Cessnock Council Weed Officers. 

• Biodiversity Conservation Trust.  This is the new NSW government program aimed at providing funds 

to private landholders to preserve/rehabilitate their property as a form of offset against land losses 

due to developments such as housing estates elsewhere. 

• Indigenous use of native plants for food, medicine, topical and aromatic use. There will be a delicious 

recipe and taste testing of the prickly pear! 

• Wildlife Discovery workshop where we will learn how to use motion detection cameras to monitor 

wildlife that lives on our properties. 

• Mange control for wombats that landholders can easily carry out themselves.  

• “On the spot” native plant and weed ID service. Bring samples and photos. 

• Weed control advice and demonstration of various techniques. 

• Native planting demonstration/working bee down by the Brook and Millpond if we get decent rains. 

As you can see there is plenty on offer. Keep the day free. We will advise times for each activity closer to the 

Field Day in the next OON and on our Facebook page. Come to whatever takes your fancy or stay the whole 

day. Email us on wollombi.landcare@gmail.com for more info. 

If you decide you really want to join Landcare you can on the day or drop us an email and we will send you 

details. We have a Field Day special of one year’s membership for $15 which includes an optional visit to 

your property to give you a rough idea of what you have plant-wise and weed-wise and your options.  

Regards, 

Chris Jackson (President Wollombi Landcare) 

 

  

 

 

 

WOLLOMBI VALLEY LANDCARE GROUP, Inc. 

Field Day 
                                                                                      

  Clean Up Australia Day Local Event at the Wollombi Brook 

 

On Clean Up Australia Day (3 March 2019) we will be tidying up a stretch of the Wollombi Brook right in the 
middle of Wollombi Village. Wollombi Valley Landcare have been rehabilitating this site for a few years and 
it is now a very pleasant area with a babbling brook, lots of birds and plenty of new plantings. However we 
have left a bit of a mess in our wake which we have always planned to tidy up but have never been able to 
get it all done, plus there is a bit of the  usual "public" rubbish. So come along for an hour or two and as well 
as helping us clean up our little bit of paradise you can find out what native plants might work on your own 
place. 

 

Date and time: Sunday 3 March 10am- 12noon 
Meeting Point: On Wollombi Road, Wollombi just 100 metres from the General Store, in the  

middle of the Village. There will be Landcare signs. 

Chris Jackson, President, Wollombi Valley Landcare 

https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/fundraisers/chrisjackson/wollombi-brook 
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         Policing in the Wollombi Valley  

• On 12/01/2019 Police attended a Wollombi property in relation to missing cattle. After concerns the cattle 
may have been stolen they turned up and it appeared they were just visiting and exploring the area. Living in 
such a beautiful area who can blame them for taking in the sights. It is a reminder of the importance of closing 
rural gates or leaving them how you find them. 

 

• Approximately 4:20pm on 22/01/2019 Police could hear a car on Great North Road Laguna. The car sounded 
like it was participating in the Bathurst 1000, gear changing and sounding like it was on the rev limiter 
coming through the bends. Much to the driver’s surprise Police were on Great North Road conducting RBT. 
The driver returned a positive test, arrested and conveyed to Cessnock Police Station where further tests 
showed a mid-range reading. His driver’s licence was suspended, he will be attending Cessnock Local Court in 
the near future. 

 

• Just a reminder to everyone please ensure you report all crime and suspicious activity that occurs in your 
area. I am hearing of thefts, break & enters etc via social media. Nothing will be done by Facebook. It needs to 
be reported to Police so we can try and stop theft and criminal activity from escalating in the Valley. No 
report gives the crooks a green light to continue their activities in the area making us all potential victims of 
crime.  

  Stay safe,  

  S/C Paul Proctor    

  Wollombi Police Station 4998-3237  proc2pau@police.nsw.gov.au 
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Wollombi 26th March 1913  

The Easter Holidays 
passed off very quietly in 
Wollombi a cricket match 
was played on the Laguna 
oval between selected 
teams of the district, 
Married v Single, and 
resulted in an easy win for 
the Singles. A ball was 
held in the Wollombi Hall 
Easter Monday night, and 
was fairly attended. A large 
number of people went 
from this end to the sports 
in Cessnock, hence the 
attendance of the ball was 
not up to expectation. 

After several days of 

Monday night at the 
Wollombi hall. By some 
means a kerosene lamp fell 
to the floor and then 
becoming ignited blazed up 
and threatened destruction, 
but Mr. Woodbury seized a 
bucket of water and was 
successful in extinguishing 
the fire before any serious 
damage was done. It would 
have been a great pity and a 
serious loss to Wollombi if 
the fine building had been 
demolished. 

The Maitland Daily 
Mercury  

Sourced through Trove 

By Steve Sullivan 

excessive hot weather a 
change set in on Wednesday 
evening, and half an inch of 
rain was recorded. The 
storm lasted four or five 
hours, and the night was 
intensely dark. The rain will 
do a great amount of good.  

Several lots of store cattle 
have passed through en 
route to the markets. The 
stock owners recognise that 
a hard time is in store for 
their stock, and in 
consequence they are 
reducing the number. 

There was a narrow escape 
from a serious and 
disastrous fire on Easter 
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Horse feed  
available from Laguna    

 (pick up or delivery – by arrangement) 
   Stock generally includes:    Lucerne chaff   

Oaten chaff    Lucerne hay Grass/Lucerne mix 
hay      Easi Response       Bio Mare     Copra 

Rice Bran    Speedibeet & much more 

Pre-order for easy collection.  Special orders of a 
large range of horse/pet supplies also available. 

Phone 49988412 or 0419 997 434 
 Email apptrak@hotkey.net.au 

Australia Day Market a ‘Sizzler’  
 
A huge thank you to all those volunteers who 
contributed to our market on the Australia Day 
Long Weekend.  The days leading up were 
"scorchers" with temperatures over 40 degrees, 
really testing the dedication of volunteers and 
making many of the "die-hard market 
organizers" question "is it really worth it?”, from 
the perspective of both the health of our local 
volunteers and the financial viability of the 
Australia Day Market.   
 
With ever increasing costs required in the 
staging of our community markets and the huge 
workload involved, both local sporting clubs 
have debated the viability of this market 
which falls in the hottest month and less popular 
tourist destination time for Wollombi.   
  
To add to the challenges this year was a 
constant barrage of confusing and misleading 
social media.  Many stallholders and visitors 
expressed confusion as to where our market 
was to be held and wanted to check that it 
WAS actually the big, original, community 
Wollombi Market that they would be finding on 
arrival.  
 
Organisers went into "harm minimisation" mode 
with a positive and pro active Market Facebook 
page. In combination with phone and 
email responses  we managed to maintain a 
professional Wollombi Market Day reputation.  
It is so unfortunate (to say the least), that our 
volunteer organising groups for each of the 
Wollombi Markets have recently had to deal with 
this unnecessary stress and additional 
workload.  
 
On a brighter note, local  volunteers and Club 
members, young and old, overcame the odds 
and with barbecue tongs, cakes and slices in 
hand managed to raise in excess of $10,000, an 
amazing feat given the weather leading up to 
this market!  
 
These profits will be shared equally between the 
Wollombi Valley Pony Club and Wollombi 
Tennis Club and contribute to achieving Dollar-
for-Dollar Grants from Cessnock City Council for 
upgrades  and improvements to our local 
sporting facilities.   
  
Simone Smith  
Wollombi Valley Pony Club.  
  
 

mailto:apptrak@hotkey.net.au
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Answers to Literature Trivia  

1. Edmund Spenser 

2. Emily Bronte 

3. Geoffrey Chaucer 

4. Charles Dickens 

5. Jane Austen 

6. Virginia Woolf 

7. Shirley Hazzard 

8. A.S.Byatt 

9. Dylan Thomas 

10. Joseph Heller 

 

March Gardening 

Is there a hint of cool autumn in our evenings 
now? This enlivens me at last to lose my 
January torpor and head to my veggie 
garden. I shut down my veggie patch in 
November now it is time to weed, use any 
compost I have to freshen my beds, apply 
more horse manure, mulch and get ready for 
planting. Will there be February rains? My 
fingers are crossed. With the cooler weather 
I’m bringing out my collection of gardening 
magazines and looking up some hints: 

• Fertilise and water citrus and other 
fruit trees and pick up fallen fruit in the 
orchard. I am thrilled with my apple 
and peach crops this year despite the 
dry. I need to tie back a very leaning 
apple tree. I have de-stink bugged my 
citrus trees. Despite using leather 
gloves the bugs’ spray left my fingers 
brown when I really want them to be 
green. Next year it will be rubber 
gloves. 

• Give roses, gardenias, ferns a boost by 
applying supplementary magnesium. I 
give my gardenias Epsom Salts. 

• Prune herbs such as rosemary and 
oregano and use the tips for 
propagating. 

• Apply dolomite into a bed for planting 
sweet peas in March. 

• Take cuttings from evergreen shrubs, 
dip the cut ends in honey or aloe vera. 

If you want to learn about weeds go to the 
weeding group WARTS on a Wednesday 
morning along the Wollombi Brook in 
Wollombi.  

And thank you OON for publishing and to the 
author for writing that fabulous article on 
Solar and air conditioning. The information 
was just what I needed after the hot January. 

Wood Bee Gardener 
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Diary & Events 

Church Services 

 
St John's Wollombi - 1st and 3rd Sundays: 10 am Prayer Praise 
and Proclamation service.  2nd & 4th Sun 
days: 8.30 am Praise & Prayer Meeting. 10 am Holy Eucharist. 
Other regular Anglican church events - 
Mondays - Women’s prayer meeting, 10am at Paula’s home  
Wednesdays - Movie night, 7pm, 2nd Wednesday of the month 
at Wollombi School  
Wednesdays - Christian Fellowship evening, 7pm at George & 
Marilyn's home  
Saturdays - Pot Luck dinner, Last Saturday of each month.   
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org  

 

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be on 

2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm  
  

Crafty Yarns 

10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

55 Cards—Wollombi 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. 

Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse 

 

Cattle Sales—Wollombi 

12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards Wollombi 

 

Chamber of Commerce  - Wollombi Valley 

General Meetings held every 2nd month. See 

www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue. 

 

Fire Brigade—Laguna 

Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 8.30am 
followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna Fire Station.  
Members meeting 11am after training in March, June, 
September and December. 
 

Fire Brigade—Wollombi 

Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire Station. 
Members meeting 11am following training in even months, All 
welcome. Enquiries to brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au 

 

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District 
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm commencing 
with breakfast at 8.30am. 
Members meeting 1pm on the even months.  All welcome. 
 

 

Garden Group 

1st Monday monthly.  

Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562 

 

La  conversation francaise dans  
Wollombi  17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.  
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,  
4998 3141/ 9918 9827 

 

Landcare Group  - Wollombi Valley 

Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events 

Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or 

Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  

Wollombi Brook Area Restoration Team 
Contact Catherine Craig 4998 3236 or 0481 249 799 

 

Meditation at the Tipi Temple 

Thurs nights bookings essential through 

 Facebook page cost $15 

 

Museum—Wollombi 

6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except 

January, Wollombi Cultural Centre 

Pony Club—Wollombi Valley 

Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for details 

Pencil Orchids Writers Group 

2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343 

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome) 

10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi 

 

Scrabble Group 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi 

Tennis Clubhouse 

Stitch N’ Bitch 

11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post 

Second Saturday Stitchers 

10am 2nd Saturday monthly— 

usually Great Northern Trading Post 

 
Talking History 
Series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm  

 

Toastmasters Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock 
Supporters Club     Contact Black Crow 4998 1475 

 

Theology in the Pub 

Discussion group: 2nd Sun/mth at Wollombi School 2:00pm  
 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association 
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall 

 

Wollombi Tidy Valleys 
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School  Meeting 
Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688 

Great Northern Trading Post  02 4998 8244 

Millfield General Store   02 4998 1263 

Myrtle House Cafe    02 4998 3220 

Panino Restaurant    02 4998 3403 

Twine Home Store    02 4498 3331 

Wollombi General Store   02 4998 3230 

Wollombi Tavern    02 4998 3261 

Wollombi Wool Store see… 

 huntervalleywoolstore@gmail.com 

Restaurants, Pubs and Stores 

Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm 
 
Pilates Classes 
Mat Classes are held Wednesdays 10.00am and Fridays 
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held Friday's at 9.30 till 10.15am.
—Wollombi Hall  
Phone Susan 0403 270 365 
 
Taekwondo Shim Jang 
Thursdays 4pm – 5pm     Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951 
 
Tennis—Friday evenings at 5 pm & Sunday to 9 am  
 
Vinyasa Yoga with Kylie 
Monday & Thursday 5.30pm Saturday 8.30am 
Core Tuesday 9.00am 
Wollombi Hall      Phone Kylie 0411 205 947 
 
Zumba Classes: 
Mon (low impact) & Fri 9am at Laguna Hall 
Aqua Zumba Thur 10am Cessnock Pool (Oct-Mar) 
Phone Milly:  0414 43 55 76  Fb:  Zumba-With-Milly 

Sport and Fitness 

mailto:info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
mailto:brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
mailto:glansbury@gmail.com


Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts                                                                                                16 

Issue 428 -  Our Own News - March 2019 

OON Subscription form 

I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via  □  Email (Free) or   □ Post ($60)    Renewal ?  □ Yes□ No 

 
Name:            PH:      

Postal address:                 

Email address:           DATE:     

Post  this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 2325 
or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.    

Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley Progress 

Association (WVPA) initiative co-ordinated by 

volunteers. 

Articles or advertisements must be emailed as 

a word file with photos attached as a separate 

jpeg file to oon_news@hotmail.com no later 

than the 15th day of each month for 

publication in the following month’s edition. 

Articles are not edited but printed as received 

unless otherwise agreed and there is no 

guarantee of publication. Articles must be no 

longer than 200 words. 

WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability for 

statements made or opinions expressed and 

are not responsible for the veracity of articles 

or advertising material. 

Opinions expressed in OON are not those of  

WVPA or the OON Team, although they have 

the final word on content.  If you are 

mentioning someone in an article please check 

details and facts with them and obtain their 

permission prior to submitting any articles for 

print. All rights reserved: no part of artwork/

photography for this publication in whole or in 

part may be reproduced without the 

permission of the OON Team. We welcome 

your comments by email.  We hope you enjoy 

reading your copy of OON and thank you for 

supporting our community. 

OON Team 

Local Accommodation 

          B e l l b i r d 

Tabitha Hill Cottage    0429 657 166  
             C e d a r   C r e e k 
Cedar Creek Cottages    02 4998 1576 
    L a g u n a  

Arcadian Retreat     0429 397 353  
Byora Farm House     02 4998 8227 

Ipakey Cottage     02 4998 3219 
Laguna  Cottages     02 4998 3219 
Valle Laguna     0408 809 471  
Valley Field Escape    02 4998 3312   
   M i l l f I e l d  
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages    0414 786 705 

Neudorf Country Retreat     0414 920 013  
   C o n g e w a i 
Brown Muir Cottage    0409 416 416 
   W o l l o m b i   
Applegums      02 4998 3107 
Blair Athol Estate     02 4998 3323 
Bellbird Valley     0409 416 416 
Capers Cottage     0409 305 285 
Cowboys Cabin     0423 109 558  
Dilly Dally at Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern   02 4998 3261 
The Farm @ Hunter Escape   0418 114 303 
Grays Inn      02 4998 3483 
Gypsy Willows     02 4998 3404 
Hunter Valley Escapes    0409 416 416 
Ironbark Cottage     02 4998 3427 
Maggies in Wollombi    0416 039 081 

Mystwood Retreats     02 4998 3234 
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation   0409 416 416 
Pepper Tree Cottage    0416 039 081 
Redleaf Hunter Valley    0412 566 637 
The Shed      02 4998 3219 
Somewhere Unique    02 4998 3257 
The Studios      02 4998 3182  
Undercliff Settlers Cottage   02 4998 3322 
Wild Edge Retreat     02 4998 3304 
Wollombi Barn Stay     02 4998 3221 
Wollombi Brook Cottage    02 4998 3209 
Wollombi Bush Retreat     0432 156 396  
Wollombi Farm Country House    0416 039 081 
Wollombi Stays     0416 039 081 
Wollombi Farm Country House   0416 039 081 
Woodcutters House    0416 039 081 
Yango Creek Farmhouse    0416 039 081 


