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We were thrilled that after 9 days of enforced closure we were able to resume classes for the last
4 days of the year.
Most importantly we were able to get Presentation Night up and running to give our departing
Year 6 students a well-deserved sendoff. It was a wonderful night, one in which we presented the
inaugural John Forsyth Shining Light Award, to be presented annually in honour of a man who
gave so much to the children of our valley.
To Phoenix, Kurt, Jasmin, Jade, Kiah, Taj, Piper, Lucy and Stratton, congratulations on a brilliant
year of student leadership and achievement at Laguna P.S.! All the best for the next step in your
life's journey.
I would like to thank the wonderfully cohesive staff of Laguna P.S.
and look forward to another great year in 2020!
And to our school families and indeed the whole community, who
have been through such a prolonged period of stress and worry

with the bushfires,
may you find time to
relax and recharge
with your families
over the Christmas
period.
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year to
all from the staff and
students of Laguna
Public School.
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John Forsyth Shining
Light Award winner
Lucy O’Donohue
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“Little L Complex Fire 2019.”
By the time the Little L Complex fire had reached
the edge of Yango National park to start its descent
on to Yango Creek rd, it had burnt over 75,000
hectares

6th Dec 10pm again the ridges to the west of Yango
ck rd.
5th dec December at 1pm,The Fire trucks had been
pulled back as the fire was in too difficult and
dangerous position. It was now the waiting game.
The road going up the hill on the left is the
beginning of the Finchly Track, the trucks are lined
up just before the beginning of Upper Yango Creek
rd.

6th Dec 10pm, look at the extent of the fire across
the ridge. This house I believe is your house Sally,
fire brigade trucks all around. The fire Trucks were
all the way along Yango Creek rd, Protecting,
waiting, and being successful.

6th December 6.45am, coming down the hill
opposite Marika and Kurts, The fire brigade
contained it here very successfully

6th Dec 10pm, the ridges to the west of Yango Creek
rd
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6th December 6.45am, coming down the hill
opposite Marika and Kurts, The fire brigade
contained it here very successfully
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8th Dec 9am, a calm morning at the top of Rocky
Ridge looking west to Wollombi, the smoke is in
Narone Creek Rd and the top of Millsons Arm. Here
we saw a singed Parrot so found water and a bird
bath, the birds were there within seconds

Wollombi Australia Day Long
Weekend Market
Monday 27th January’20
11th December 8.30pm. This is the Southern point
of the Crumps Rd Complex fire. These guys were
from the central coast, they had no idea where they
were, yet they were doing a fantastic job of
protecting Milly and Arthurs House, I believe there
was a local brigade there as well. This fire was
mostly under control by the morning of the 12th
Dec.

11th Dec 8.30pm, Crumps rd fire coming to its last
leg in this area, the containment lines held it at the
top of this ridge.
Annie Heathcote

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

4

Issue 438 - Our Own News - January 2020

Our Generous Community
I volunteer with one of our local brigades. Support from our community, during the recent fire emergencies,
has been heart warming. Children have cooked slices and made snack bags (they are experts at snacks,
right?) The home cooking of cakes, biscuits and meals has been delicious, the donation of water, soft drinks,
beer and wine has been greatly appreciated by hot, tired, returning crews, the donation of money has
enabled our brigade to purchase two new chainsaws and a blower, the contacting of Big W has resulted in
the donation of many sundry items such as helmet torches, the donation of food items has meant many
volunteers whose partners have evacuated could cook an easy meal after a long day fire-fighting or even
longer night patrolling. All donations have been gratefully accepted, consumed or used. Thank you!
When you have donated you don’t know but hope the item will be well received and used. Let me share this:
I had been asked to guide a bulldozer to Werong Creek and pick up another bulldozer at Big Yengo. The
Boree, Yango, Finchley tracks led through burnt out country in the National Park. Along all those kilometres
no understory survived, most trees were completely burned. I felt hot and tired and saddened for the birds
and wild life. On finally reaching the homestead at Big Yengo, it took the day to get there with many large
trees needing to be sawn and dragged clear by the bulldozer drivers, there close to the house on the only
grass of that whole trip were five kangaroos eating. I saw a couple of others in the valley among the green 10
centimetre shoots of bladey grass. I threw them my vegetarian sandwich but kept a sweet treat donation
made by some unknown generous community member. It was delicious, melting in my mouth, I smiled.
Perhaps it was the delicious flavour or the sight of the kangaroos or both for I felt uplifted: if the kangaroos
survived then maybe other wildlife has too.
By a Fire Brigade Volunteer

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc
What's on at
The Old Fire Shed Gallery
Wollombi Cultural Centre
Open weekends 10 am – 4 pm
December 2019 – January 2020
CANCELLATION of
'SORRY MOTHER' - WAYNE KRAUSE
Due to the bush fires burning in the
Wollombi Valley, this exhibition has been
cancelled. Wayne’s home was destroyed by
fire last week. Please support him now, and
when his exhibition is held late next year.
His paintings are also for sale in The Yengo
Gallery.

‘PATHWAYS and THRESHOLDS’ GARRY JONES
Artist - in- residence 4th January - 23rd
February
You are invited to the opening of Garry's
exhibition
on Saturday 4th January at 11am.
Refreshments will be provided.
Garry's connection to the Wollombi Valley
dates back to the 1970's, when he was
locating and recording Aboriginal rock art
sites. He was the WVAC's artist-inresidence in 2010, and now returns with a
variety of new works. Open Thursday –
Monday 9am- 6pm
The Arts Council wishes all artists,
members and patrons a Merry Xmas and a
safe and happy New Year.
Next WVAC Committee meeting Sunday 2nd
February 4pm
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Bushfire Relief and
Recovery
Information
The following contains recovery information
for people recently impacted by bush fires in
NSW, please refer to the NSW Office of
Emergency Management for additional
information.

Clean-up Assistance
If your property is insured, please contact your
insurer about clean-up.
If you are uninsured and your home has been
damaged or destroyed, Public Works Advisory
will arrange for the clean-up of your residence
and immediately adjacent outbuildings,
including the removal of concrete slabs.
If you are uninsured, please contact Public
Works Advisory on 1800 88 55 39 to discuss
the clean-up of your property.

Small Business Grants
Grants of up to $15,000 are available if your
business has been directly affected by bush
fire.
Applications can be made to the Rural
Assistance Authority on 1800 678 593 or visit
https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/disasterassistance/disaster-recovery-grants for
eligibility criteria.

Primary Producer Grants
Grants of up to $15,000 are available for bush
fire affected primary producers.
Applications can be made to the Rural
Assistance Authority on 1800 678 593 or visit
https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/disaster-
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assistance/disaster-recovery-grants for
eligibility criteria.

Health and wellbeing
Looking after yourself and others
Bush fires can be distressing and you might feel
things like sadness, frustration, anxiety or have
trouble sleeping or remembering things. This is
a normal reaction to an abnormal event and is
not a sign of weakness.
Having someone to listen and support you at
times like this is important.
Some tips on managing your recovery include.
. Spend time with family and friends
. Try to get back into a routine
. Continue a healthy lifestyle (eating, sleeping,
exercise)
. Take time out but don’t isolate yourself
. Express your feelings in your own time and
way
. Accept help when it is offered
. Limit the amount of media coverage you are
exposed to
. Don’t expect to have all the answers
. Understand you are not alone in your
experience
Keep checking in with your friends and
neighbours and looking out for each other.
Free telephone Support
The following are free services available
24 hours a day, seven days a week:
Mental Health Line
1800 011 511
Lifeline
13 11 14
Mensline
1300 789 978
Kids Helpline
1800 55 1800
Beyond Blue
1300 22 1636
If you or someone you know is in immediate
danger
always call 000.
6
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Free face-to-face support
Free face-to-face or telephone counselling
services with a mental health practitioner, such
as a psychologist or mental health social worker,
to provide people with strategies and techniques
to manage mental health.
. Hunter/New England – Healthwise 1800 931
540
. North Coast – Connect to Wellbeing 1300 160
339

Are you insured?
If you are insured you should talk to your
insurance company as soon as possible about
how to make a claim. If you have clearance, you
can start cleaning up immediately – but first
take pictures or video of any damage to your
property and possessions as evidence for your
claim.
The Insurance Council of Australia can be
contacted with any questions, complaints or
concerns about insurance on 1800 734 621.

Support for Individuals
Disaster Relief Grants
If you are not insured and have limited
income, you may be eligible for a disaster
relief grant. Please call Disaster Welfare on
1800 018 444.
Grants are available for eligible individuals and
families whose homes and essential household
contents have been damaged or destroyed by a
natural disaster.
To be eligible for this assistance you must:
. be a low-income earner and meet an income
assets test

. demonstrate that the damage was caused by
the disaster
. lodge the application within four months of
the disaster occurring
Contact the Disaster Welfare Assistance Line
on 1800 018 444

Disaster Recovery Payment
The Australian Government Disaster
Recovery Payment has been activated for
people severely affected by the NSW Bush
Fires.
This provides a one-off payment of $1000 per
adult and $400 per child if your home has
been destroyed or severely damaged –
including smoke damage
Call 180 2266 to apply.

Disaster Recovery Allowance
The Disaster Recovery Allowance has been
activated by the Australian Government for
people affected by the NSW Bush Fires. This
provides short term support payment to
assist those whose income has been affected
as a direct result of the bush fires. Call 180
2266 or visit humanservices.gov.au

Domestic Water Assistance
If your potable water has been used by a fire
fighting agency to fight the fire, you may be
eligible to have it replaced. This assistance is
for residential properties in rural areas.
Disaster Welfare is working with NSW RFS to
identify impacted properties. Call the
Disaster Welfare Assistance Line on 1800 018
444 (Mon–Fri 8.30am-4.30pm) for more
information.

. demonstrate that the affected home is your
principal place of residence
. not be covered by insurance

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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Support for Landholders

Replacing personal documents

Local Land Services and NSW DPI are
providing assistance to landholders who have
been impacted by bush fire through the
Agriculture and Animal Services Functional
Area (AASFA). Their priority is assisting you to
ensure the survival and welfare of animals.

Service NSW can help replace many of your
personal documents free of charge if they were
damaged or destroyed. This includes birth
certificates, marriage certificates, licences and
number plates. For assistance please visit
your nearest NSW Service centre, or call 13
77 88

Emergency Fodder
AASFA provides emergency fodder and
assistance to bush fire affected landholders for
short-term relief (usually up to three days) to
enable landholders to make alternative
arrangements for livestock feed.

Legal Assistance

For fodder call the Animal & Agriculture
Hotline: 1800 814 647

Legal Aid NSW lawyers can provide free legal
advice and minor assistance to people affected
by disasters on a range of issues including
insurance, tenancy and credit and debt
problems. Legal Aid NSW: 1800 801 529
www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au

Emergency Water Supplies

Fire Retardant Information

AASFA is providing water to manage
immediate animal welfare issues and are
contacting landholders who have requested
water. Prioritisation of emergency water
provision will depend on the significance of
the impact on animal welfare significance of
the impact on other agricultural activities
Assistance for minor/temporary repairs to
infrastructure to enable water supply is also
available. For emergency water call the
Animal & Agriculture Hotline: 1800 814
647

Reporting Stock Loss and Damage
Landholders are encouraged to report damage
to property online at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/rrp
or call the Animal & Agriculture Hotline: 1800
814 647. The survey enables DPI to determine
the area the natural disaster has impacted and
the scale of the event, the severity of the
impact, the value of impact to primary
production, where and what assistance or
resources may be needed.
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Retardants are dropped from the air to
suppress and slow the fires and may have
landed on some properties. This type of
retardant is basically a fertiliser (a mix of
ammonium and diammonium sulphate and
ammonium phosphate). This coloured foam
will need to be flushed from roofs and water
sources. For assistance with removing fire
retardant from your roof please call the
Disaster Welfare Assistance Line on 1800 018
444

Hazard Identification Notices
You may find a hazard identification notice on
your property when you return after a
bushfire. This notice indicates your property
has been visited and dangers like electrical
risks, falling branches or asbestos may have
been identified. Only return home when you
have been given approval. When you do, even
if there is no sign, there may still be hazards on
your property. Please ensure you wear a P2
face mask, which can filter out very fine
particles from the air. If the Hazard

8

Issue 438 - Our Own News - January 2020

Identification Notice indicates asbestos is
suspected on your property, you can get
further information from the Public Works
Advisory on 1800 88 5

During regular business hours 9am – 5pm
Monday to Friday, visit any social housing
provider. A list of social housing providers
can be found at www.facs.nsw.gov.au/about/
contact/housing

Where to get help after hours
The Department of Communities and Justice
Housing Contact Centre (HCC) operates 24
hours a day, 365 days a year.
The HCC can assist people with
Temporary accommodation
General housing enquiries

Housing Assistance
In NSW, social housing providers can provide
support and assistance to people who are
affected as a direct result of natural disasters
such as fires, floods and severe storms.

What types of service are available?
Social housing providers in NSW can assist
affected people with access to products such
as:
Temporary Accommodation – time limited
accommodation for clients who are
experiencing immediate homeless
Emergency Temporary Accommodation –
short-term temporary housing for up to 3
months for clients in urgent need of housing
because of natural disaster [who would not
normally be eligible for social housing]
Rentstart Bond loan – an interest-free loan to
assist eligible clients pay a rental bond for a
tenancy

Housing Assistance – a range of housing
assistance products and services [including the
above] that a person may be eligible for.

Where to go for help during
business hours
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

Applications for housing assistance

Important numbers
Link2Home - 1800 152 152

For temporary accommodation – this
information and referral service is open 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
DCJ Housing Contact Centre 1800 422 322
Available 24/7, 365 days a year.

Starting your clean-up
Houses, sheds and other buildings that have
been burnt in a bush fire can leave potential
health and safety hazards in the remaining
rubble and ash.
Hazardous household materials that may be
present after a bush fire include asbestos, ash
from burnt treated timbers, like copper
chrome arsenate (CCA), medicines, garden or
farm chemicals, other household chemicals
and cleaning products, damaged gas bottles,
metal and other residues from burnt
household appliances as well as ash and
dusts.
Other hazards may include unsafe building
structures, electrical hazards or missing
fencing panels around pools.
9
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When returning to your property after a
bushfire, consider the following precautions
to protect your health:

Locations for Mobile Recovery Team visits will
be advertised on the @NSW Disaster Recovery
Facebook page and on

* Do not enter your property until you are
advised that it is safe to do so.

www.emergency.nsw.gov.au

* Electrical hazards could exist such as live
power lines that may be down or active solar
panels.

If you can't visit an assistance point, please call
the Disaster Welfare Assistance Line on 1800
018 444 (8:30am - 4:30pm)

* Buildings and other structures may be
unstable to enter or walk over.
* Sewerage services may be disrupted causing
health risks. * Be aware that hot, smouldering
coals and other potentially hazardous
materials may be hidden under the rubble.
For more recovery information and
updates:

www.emergency.nsw.gov.au
FB @NSWDisasterRecovery
* Building rubble should not be buried as it
may contain hazardous materials.
* Don’t spread ash around your property,
particularly if asbestos materials were used in
your home or other structures, or CCA- treated
timber was burnt.
* Moisten the ash with water to minimise dust
and keep damp but do not use high pressure
water sprays.
* Wear a P2 face mask and protective clothing

Disaster Welfare Assistance
Points
Assistance points are the bases for support
with Mobile Recovery Teams visiting and
connecting with communities around affected
areas.

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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Thank you to our Local Fire Brigades
What an end of spring and start of summer! Our
local fire brigades have worked around the clock
endeavouring to thwart the progress of fires in our
area. Their aim is to save lives and protect
property. They have done an amazing job of both.
Brigade members have taken leave from work or
reorganised their weeks in order to crew fire
trucks 24/7 or be at station answering phones and
community queries. Work was done before this
with planning and placement of containment lines
in the Boree and Little Wallabadah communities, in
the Corrabare forest, upgrading fire trails and
tracks and door-knocking warning of the fire
emergency when phone lines were down.

Thank you to the non-local fire brigades, including
New Zealand, who travelled many kilometres to
fight fire in our difficult terrain.
We really appreciate
all you have done.
Wollombi Valley
Progress Association

Thank you to our fire brigade volunteers who have
worked tirelessly for our communities while
putting their own lives and properties on hold and
at risk.

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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THE PRESENT DROUGHT
Mr. Close arrived in this district we
think in the year 1821, but did not
settle here for several years. His son,
the present Mr. E C. Close, of
Morpeth, and of Barraba, Ellalong,
has very kindly made a number of
extracts from Mr.
Close's diary, and handed them to us
for public information. They refer, as
will be seen, to times of dry weather
and droughts principally, being just
now of more immediate interest.
The drought ending 1839, according
to the diary, commenced in 1837. In
January, 1837, on the 18th, 19th,
20th, and 21st, a very determined
four days' rain fell; but from that date
to the end of the drought the diary
shows how little rain came.
1837.
January 18, 19, 20, 21. --- Very
determined rain.
April 7. --- Rain.
May 5. --- In the morning, rain.
June 30.-At 4 p.m. commenced
raining heavily.
July l.-Rain continued.
August I0.-Delightful rain,
September 13.-Light rain,
September I4.-Showers
September 19.-Fresh in the' river.
December 23.-Heavy rain.

1838.
March 25 & 26.-Rain.
October 28.-Slight rain.
November 2.-Day of humiliation and
prayer.
November 4.-Night of gentle rain.
November 11.-Thunderstorm.
December 1.-Horses, cattle, and sheep
began to suffer from want of fodder.
The catarrh prevailed sorely among
sheep at Maneroo and at many other
places. At Queanbeyan there was
scarcely a day's rain for l8 months.
Wheat crops failed in various places.
Potatoes remained in the ground
without sprouting, and maize without
vegetating. All waterholes and
swamps nearly dry. Large flights of
wild geese were seen, flying from the
east westerly and snipes, ibis and birds
not before known were seen in
numbers. The upper rivers were nearly
dry, and the Hunter salt to near
Maitland. Lambs were killed to save
the ewes, and influenza destructive to
the inhabitants.
1839.
March 21.-Little rain as yet. Many
wells dug here and there with success.
Waterholes nearly dry. Grass stamped
to powder. The most uniformly dry
warm weather prevailed all March,
with strong winds, and constant

appearance of rain. Bowel complaints
frequent.
Water in Maitland failing, not only in
Wallis Creek, but also at Molly
Morgan's Falls. Vegetables could not
be grown, save what is now known as
the snake or Chinaman's bean.
March 24.-Showers, light.
25.-Ditto, ditto, in the morning,
April 3.-Heavy rain for an hour.
4.-Rain in morning, light.
16.-Thunderstorm, heavy.
16.-Showers.
29.-Heavy rain in the evening.
30.-Rain, heavy at intervals.
May 1- Ditto, ditto. This rain was of
a soaking character.
29.-Heavy showers.
June l8, 19, 20. Showery.
July 1.-Heavy rain, which filled
swamps and waterholes.
1840.
January 30.-Flood commenced, and
subsided about 3rd February. [Mr. E.
C. Close now adds, from his own
recollections, that two men were
drowned at Morpeth in this flood, and
several persons at Maitland.]
The Maitland Mercury and Hunter
River General Advertiser. 1876.

Go Fund Me Page by Michael Noyce and Debbie Pearce and team
The Wollombi Valley Fire Fighting Fund
https://www.gofundme.com/f/WVFireFight?
utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
100% of monies raised by this crowdfunder will be split equally between three local fire
brigades in the Wollombi Valley: Bucketty, Laguna and Wollombi. Your donation will
enable these brigades to purchase the equipment, resources and supplies they need.
You can also donate directly
to our brigades:

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

14

Issue 438 - Our Own News - January 2020

Every market day in Wollombi, the wonderful
locals bring in their lovingly prepared cakes,
slices and muffins to the “Cow Shed Café” to
help the local groups with their fundraising.
This got me to thinking about sharing our
favourite recipes, family recipes, easy and
yummy recipes, or perhaps a recipe that
everyone always asks you to make and bring to
get-togethers. If you are happy to share a
recipe just email oon_news@hotmail.com .
My favourite recipe was recommended by
Juliette many Christmases ago, my family was
very impressed and since then there hasn’t
been many weeks that this cake has not been
in my house, so much so that Steve calls it his
“plasma”. It is a very timely cake as well, with
Christmas just a few weeks away. I’m sure you
will enjoy this very easy and tasty cake.

BOILED FRUIT CAKE
Ingredients
125g butter
440g can pineapple (crushed)
1 cup raw sugar
1 tsp mixed spice
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
500g mixed dried fruit
1 tsp bicarb of soda
2 beaten eggs
1 cup SR flour
1 cup plain flour
Method
1. Place butter, pineapple (including
juice), sugar, spices and fruit in a large
saucepan, bring to the boil for 5mins.
2. Add the bicarb of soda and remove
from heat to cool.
3. Add eggs and flours and stir through.
4. Preheat oven to 160c and pour mixture
into a square cake, 19cm x 19cm x
7cm, tin lined with baking paper. Bake
for 40mins.
5. Cover cake with foil and cook for
50mins more.
Notes
I like to add 60 to 120g crushed macadamia
nuts with the flours.
Sally Sullivan

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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Bird of the Month
Rainbow Bee-eater
Merops ornatus
What a month this past has been for bird
watching. Birds abound. Three new birds during
the National Bird Count Week on my property
were a flock of 20-30 masked woodswallows, a
flock of 40-50 white-browed woodswallows and
a pair of white-winged trillers. Currently
rainbow lorikeets are here for the first time
feeding in the blossom of the majestic cabbage
gums. With drought and now fires wildlife will
move to food, if they can.
Our local resident botanist, Jane Mowatt,
commented on the abundance of blossom
particularly the bloodwoods, bottlebrush, silky
oaks and now the melaleucas. There is a heavy
blossom to attract and feed honeyeaters. Many
people have noticed lots of scarlet
honeyeaters, in bottlebrush and at their
birdbaths.
This month’s bird is the rainbow bee-eater,
surely one of the most elegant in its feather
finery: they are attending a masked ball,
wearing silk costumes. The name concerns
some bee-keepers, but no fear they don’t hover
around hives feasting on bees. If one happens
across their flight they’ll enjoy it. I have a small
flock of about 10 swooping each afternoon over
the dam and around the casuarinas feasting on
the afternoon insects. Swooping? Aerial
acrobatics swooping, soaring, gliding. All food is
plucked from the air. Mobility when perched is
very limited due to partly fused toes allowing
them to clasp and sit. Unlike galahs they don’t
jauntily sidestep along a branch or swing as on
a trapeze. The bee-eater is another bird named
by Latham, this time in 1801.
Chris Davey
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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FIRES IN OUR VALLEY
For some time now, many of us have been
conscious of the fact that the greater Wollombi
Valley area has not been impacted by a major fire
event for over 25 years and that one was
probably overdue, especially given the severe
ongoing drought conditions, high dry fuel load
and unseasonably hot, windy weather and
lightning. However, I don’t think that any of us
imagined that the fires would come at us from all
directions at the same time.
For near on one month, we have been shrouded
in smoke as our valley has literally been
surrounded by fires.
From the south, the Gospers Mountain fire, which
started on 26 October as a result of lightning
activity, has continued to progress in an easterly
and northerly direction into the Boree and
Wallabadah valleys. This fire has developed into a
monster, burning over 400,000 hectares of land
to date, and it continues to grow and push
towards the Coast and into the Blue Mountains.
From the west, the Little L Complex fire has
marched east towards Paynes Crossing, Wollombi
and Laguna.
From the east, the Crumps Road fire worked its
way west out of the Corrabare State Forest
towards Bakers Arm, Narone Creek, Middle Ridge
and Rocky Creek.
From the north, the Owendale fire has moved
west from Wollombi Road north of Paynes
Crossing towards the Pokolbin State Forest and
Cedar Creek.
Each of these fires has the potential to devastate
our beautiful valley. However, we have been
fortunate in that weather conditions thus far have
been relatively benign and RFS crews and
residents have been in the position to prepare
properties and implement containment
strategies. These containment strategies have
been intended first to protect people and assets
and then to work towards containing the fires
themselves.
Wollombi, Laguna and Bucketty volunteers have
been working around the clock in challenging,
sometimes very stressful conditions, fighting fires
through physical, mental and emotional
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

exhaustion. Often they are on a truck at the fire
front, or have volunteered their time to assist at
the fire-shed or community information points,
even as their own homes are being threatened. We
have been so fortunate to have the assistance of
crews from other Hunter Valley and Port Stephens
rural brigades (many of whom send units every
other day), strike teams from Sydney, Fire &
Rescue NSW, Parks & Wildlife and NSW Forestry.
Fire fighter teams from as far as New Zealand and
Canada have also lent a hand.
It is often said that adversity brings communities
together and so it has been in our valley over the
duration of these fires. Unfortunately, there are
never enough fire trucks to be at every house as
the fire impacts. Where fire appliances have not
been on hand, some local resident groups have
stepped up to actively protect and defend their
properties and those of their neighbours and
friends. This has been inspiring to see and we
salute those residents for their commitment to
community and professionalism.
The community spirit in this area is fantastic and
we have been bolstered by the support of local
residents and help from unexpected sources
further afield. The fire stations have been
overwhelmed by daily deliveries of home-cooked
meals, drinks, personal hygiene necessities, cakes
and treats, as well as extremely generous
donations of equipment and offers of access to
water tanks and dams. Thank you from all of us.
However, this has not ended yet; the fires are yet to
be brought under control and there is
unprecedented hot, dry weather on the way, not a
drop of rain in sight and the rest of summer to get
through. Now is not the time for complacency. Our
RFS crews will continue to work the fire lines by
suppressing breakouts and actively patrolling
properties. We urge members of the community to
maintain their effort and vigilance, and to keep up
to date with local bush fire information and be
prepared to implement their bush fire survival
plans.
Rob Tulloch
Captain, Wollombi Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
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How lucky we were to squeeze in a fabulous end of year
Pony Club day of fun and festivities on what now we
recognise as the eve of the December fires!
Games on horseback, on foot, target shoots, apple bobs,
cross country and show jumping was followed by a fun,
family barbeque and party.
Wollombi Valley Pony Club would like to wish our
community and all our four legged friends a very merry
Christmas.
We would also like to express our gratitude to all those
volunteer bush fire brigade members who have given so
much in order to protect our properties and livestock.
Wollombi Valley Pony Club will resume in mid January in
preparation for our Australia Day Market fundraiser. All
help will be appreciated.
Phone 49988214.
Simone Smith
Wollombi Valley Pony Club.
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Diary & Events
Church Services
St John’s Wollombi - 1st and 3rd Sundays: 10 am Prayer Praise
and Proclamation service.
2nd & 4th Sundays: 8.30 am Praise & Prayer Meeting. 10 am
Holy Eucharist.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
Other regular Anglican church events
Mondays - Women’s prayer meeting, 10am at Paula’s home
Wednesdays - Movie night is on a pause for the winter season
Wednesdays - Christian Fellowship evening, 7pm at George &
Marilyn's home
Thursdays – Men’s prayer breakfast, 7.30 am at St John’s
Saturdays - Pot Luck dinner, Last Saturday of each month.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org

Museum—Wollombi
6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except
January, Wollombi Cultural Centre
Pony Club—Wollombi Valley
Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for
details
Pencil Orchids Writers Group
2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343
Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome)
10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi
Scrabble Group
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi
Tennis Clubhouse

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be on
2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm

Stitch N’ Bitch
11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post

Crafty Yarns
10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre

Second Saturday Stitchers
10am 2nd Saturday monthly—
usually Great Northern Trading Post

55 Cards—Wollombi
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month.
Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse
Cattle Sales—Wollombi
12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards Wollombi
Chamber of Commerce - Wollombi Valley
General Meetings held every 2nd month. See
www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue.
Fire Brigade—Laguna
Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 8.30am
followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am after training in March, June,
September and December.
Fire Brigade—Wollombi
Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am following training in even months, All
welcome. Enquiries to brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au

Talking History
series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm
Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock
Supporters Club
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475
Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at
Wollombi School 2:00.pm
Wollombi Valley Progress Association
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall
Wollombi Tidy Valleys
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688

Sport and Fitness
Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm commencing
with breakfast at 8.30am.
Members meeting 1pm on the even months. All welcome.

Pilates Classes
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays 10.30am.
Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am - Wollombi Hall
Phone Susan 0403 270 365

Garden Group
1st Monday monthly.
Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562

Stretch and Flow - A Yoga inspired practice
Saturday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am
Phone Helena 0412369291 or at elmswoodhidden@gmail.com

La conversation francaise dans
Wollombi 17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,
4998 3141/ 9918 9827

Eureka Taekwondo Thursdays 4pm – 5pm
Wollombi Hall Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951

Landcare Group - Wollombi Valley
Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events
Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or
Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com
Wollombi Brook Area Restoration Team
Contact Catherine Craig 4998 3236 or 0481 249 799
Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP
Summer Xmas Market on December, 1st 9am - 3pm
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
Meditation at the Tipi Temple
Thurs nights bookings essential through
Facebook page cost $15
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Tennis—Friday evenings at 5 pm & Sunday to 9 am
Zumba Classes:
Mon (low impact) & Fri 9am at Laguna Hall
Aqua Zumba Thur 10am Cessnock Pool (Oct-Mar)
Phone Milly: 0414 43 55 76 Fb: Zumba-With-Milly

Restaurants, Pubs and Stores
Great Northern Trading Post
Laguna Village Providore
Millfield General Store
Myrtle House Cafe
Panino Restaurant
Twine Home Store
Wollombi General Store
Wollombi Tavern

02 4998 8244
02 4038 5004
02 4998 1263
02 4998 3220
02 4998 3403
02 4498 3331
02 4998 3230
02 4998 3261
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Local Accommodation
Bellbird
Tabitha Hill Cottage
Cedar Creek
Cedar Creek Cottages
Laguna
Arcadian Retreat
Byora Farm House
Ipakey Cottage
Laguna Cottages
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm
Valle Laguna
Valley Field Escape
MillfIeld
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages
Neudorf Country Retreat
Congewai
Brown Muir Cottage
Wollombi
Applegums
Blair Athol Estate
Bellbird Valley
Capers Cottage
Cowboys Cabin
Dilly Dally at Wollombi
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern
The Farm @ Hunter Escape
Grays Inn
Gypsy Willows
Hunter Valley Escapes
Ironbark Cottage
Maggies in Wollombi
Mystwood Retreats
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation
Pepper Tree Cottage
Redleaf Hunter Valley
The Shed
Somewhere Unique
The Studios
Undercliff Settlers Cottage
Wild Edge Retreat
Wollombi Barn Stay
Wollombi Brook Cottage
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....
Wollombi Bush Retreat
Wollombi Farm Country House
Wollombi Stays
Wollombi Farm Country House
Woodcutters House
Yango Creek Farmhouse

OON Subscription form
I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via

0429 657 166
02 4998 1576
0429 397 353
02 4998 8227
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3219
0407 224 150
0408 809 471
02 4998 3312

0414 786 705
0414 920 013
0409 416 416
02 4998 3107
02 4998 3323
0409 416 416
0409 305 285
0423 109 558
0416 039 081
02 4998 3261
0418 114 303
02 4998 3483
02 4998 3404
0409 416 416
02 4998 3427
0416 039 081
02 4998 3234
0409 416 416
0416 039 081
0412 566 637
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3257
02 4998 3182
02 4998 3322
02 4998 3304
02 4998 3221
02 4998 3209
0422 515 905
0432 156 396
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081

□

Email (Free) or

Name:

Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley Progress
Association (WVPA) initiative co-ordinated by
volunteers.
Articles or advertisements must be emailed as
a word file with photos attached as a separate
jpeg file to oon_news@hotmail.com no later
than the 15th day of each month for
publication in the following month’s edition.
Articles are not edited but printed as received
unless otherwise agreed and there is no
guarantee of publication. Articles must be no
longer than 200 words.
WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability for
statements made or opinions expressed and
are not responsible for the veracity of articles
or advertising material.
Opinions expressed in OON are not those of
WVPA or the OON Team, although they have
the final word on content. If you are
mentioning someone in an article please check
details and facts with them and obtain their
permission prior to submitting any articles for
print. All rights reserved: no part of artwork/
photography for this publication in whole or in
part may be reproduced without the
permission of the OON Team. We welcome
your comments by email. We hope you enjoy
reading your copy of OON and thank you for
supporting our community.
OON Team

□ Post ($60)

Renewal ?

□ Yes□ No

PH:

Postal address:
Email address:

DATE:

Post this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 2325
or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.
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