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Happy New Year to everyone. As always we are
looking forward to an action packed year.
Opening 1st May is Valley Artists next production
is Pack of Lies, written by Hugh Whitemore and
directed by Annette Rowlison. This spy drama,
Pack of Lies, is strongly based on the true events
of the Portland Spy Ring, the most important
Russian spy ring to operate in London during
the Cold War, and received worldwide media
coverage. Bob and Barbara Jackson live in
Ruislip, UK. Their best friends and neighbours
are Helen and Peter Kroger. They appear to be
an ordinary Canadian couple living in an
unremarkable London suburb. When the MI5
pay a visit to the Jacksons, asking questions
about their neighbours, the Jackson's life is
turned upside down, and friendships, loyalty
and the possibility of betrayal all come into
question? Can Helen and Peter, a seemingly
conventional husband and wife, really be living
undercover as spies to the Russians? How well
do you know your neighbours?

Notice of next Valley Artists AGM.
To be held Saturday 22nd February, 3pm at
Wollombi School. All positions will be declared
vacant. All welcome to attend.

A big thank you to all out Sponsors and
supporters. If you would like to become a
sponsor of renew your membership please visit
our website valleyartists.org to see prices and
benefits.
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Dear Wollombi landholders, friends
and neighbours,
A very kind Sydney couple, Mandy and
Glen Haddon, have donated a
considerable amount of emergency
wildlife feed to Wollombi Landcare. This
is in the form of food pellets suitable for
native wildlife.
If your property has been directly
affected by fire or is nearby to the
fireground you can help our native
wildlife by putting out emergency
supplementary feed. A little story (with
pictures) accompanies this article and
gives some basic hints on what you can
do to help your native animals. Contact
us by email
(wollombi.landcare@gmail.com) and we
will give you details of the collection
point. If you already know where the
collection point is please still contact us
so we can keep our records up to date.
Please share this with friends and
neighbours, you don't need to be a
Landcare member. But we wish to keep
it off social media for now as then it
gets difficult to manage.
The pellets are free but a donation of
$25 would cover replacement costs for
what could be a longterm program.
Bank details for any transfers are;
Wollombi Landcare
BSB 062-805
Account No. 1004 0191
(Please add a note that it is for wildlife
feed)
Thanks again to Mandy and Glen. This is
an unsolicited donation from a couple
whom just want to help our native
wildlife.
A Wollombi Landcare member has just
had a visit from a local wild wombat.
Their property, like many others in the
area, was badly impacted by fire. The
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house is mainly intact but the rest is
burnt, with the result that what wildlife
survived now have nothing to eat or
drink. Whilst this young chap/lady
appears reasonably healthy it seems to
be a little hungry. Normally we
wouldn't recommend cooked pearl
barley, which was heartily received, or
peas, which for some reason was
shunned by this chap for our wildlife.
But they are starving and for the short
term we need to supplement our native
wildlife's feed.
Better options are macropod pellets or
low protein horse pellets (the brand
"Economix" is often recommended. Not
all livestock pellets are suitable). We
have found that putting out sweet
potatoes, uncut as it lasts longer, with
the pellets seems to attract the wildlife
initially and they eventually get the
taste for the pellets. Water is really
important, so place the food near or
with water if possible.
The more landholders that do this, the
better chance for some of our wildlife
surviving.
Cheers,
Chris Jackson.
President
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Exhibition period extended on
Draft Cessnock Local Strategic
Planning Statement
•

Residents now have more time to provide feedback
on the Draft Cessnock Local Strategic Planning
Statement (LSPS) which will now be on exhibition
until Friday 28 February 2020.
The LSPS is a requirement of the NSW
Government and will set out the 20 year vision for
land use in the Cessnock Local Government Area
(LGA).
In an effort to gain as much community feedback
and input into the LSPS as possible, Council has
held a number of community drop-in sessions
across the LGA with the aim of advising the
community of the priorities of the LSPS and
answering any questions residents may have.
The upcoming sessions include Thursday 16
January between 2pm - 5pm at the Cessnock City
Centre, (near Coles) and Friday 17 January
between 5pm – 6:30pm at the Wollombi Tennis
Club.
Cessnock City Mayor, Councillor Bob Pynsent said
we’ve extended to the exhibition period after
listening to local residents. “We know it’s been a
busy and stressful time for many. Not only due to it
being the holiday period but due to the bush fires.
We encourage those who are yet to have their say
to take the time to provide feedback.”
“Council will also be taking this opportunity to
review the draft document to ensure it fully
considers planning for environmental impacts into
the future, following the catastrophic fire incident
over the Christmas period.”
The decision has also been made to remove the
Dwelling Entitlement from consideration as part of
the LSPS. Dwelling Entitlement will be considered
separately at a later date allowing the community to
provide feedback. Additional community
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consultation will be undertaken on this section of
the plan.
Once adopted, the LSPS will replace the City Wide
Settlement Strategy 2010 which is currently the
primary document guiding land use planning and
growth across the region.
For Cessnock, the LSPS will also assist in the
implementation of actions set out in the Hunter
Regional Plan (HRP), Greater Newcastle
Metropolitan Plan (GNMP) and Council’s own
priorities as set out in the Cessnock Community
Strategic Plan (CSP).
For more information on the Draft LSPS and to
make a submission, visit Council’s website
at www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/community/
exhibition/CessnockLSPS2036.
Holly Taylor
Strategic Planning Officer | Planning
and Environment
Cessnock City Council | 62-78
Vincent Street Cessnock NSW 2325 |
PO 152 Cessnock NSW 2325
p 02 4993 4117 | w
www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au | e
holly.taylor@cessnock.nsw.gov.au

Trivia – Manias, Can you name
them? All answers end in –mania.
1. Mania for dancing
2. Abnormal craving for alcohol
3. Mania for things English
4. Travelling
5. Screaming
6. Gambling
7. Lying
8. Snow
9. Cliffs
10. Horses
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WOLLOMBI VALLEY PONY CLUB 2020
Exciting news for Pony Club NSW 2020! “Riders over 25 can register as Adult Riding Members”.
This will open many new opportunities for riding families in the Wollombi Valley and surrounds,
enabling members both young, old and anywhere in between, to participate at Pony Club rally
days, instruction clinics and events.
Adults will be invited to join in the fun at Gymkhanas and ribbon days, riding non-competitively,
helping with the younger less experienced riders.
It will be a wonderful opportunity for families to enjoy their sport together.
Thank you to all those volunteers who have offered assistance with the Australia Day Long
Weekend Market, the major fundraiser for both Wollombi Pong Club and Wollombi Tennis Club.
All help is greatly
appreciated!
Any enquires
please phone
Simone on
49988214 or email
at
simoneandcompan
y@gmail.com.
Simone Smith

Wildlife
Many of us, since the fires, are putting out food for
wildlife: carrots, macropod pellets obtained from
Landcare, food balls. Please don’t forget water and
not just our birdbaths. A shallow dish, always with
a stick in it for insect non-swimmers, at the base of
some trees around the perimeter of your house
clearing will help koalas. Here is a koala that has
found its way to a home on the Laguna end of
Yango Creek Road. Please drive slowly on our
roads as wildlife moves into the unburnt areas for
survival.
If you would like more information on what, how,
when and where to feed wildlife come along to the
January Australia Day long weekend market on
Monday 27th January where Chris Jackson and
Louise will have a stall and happy to answer your
questions.
Chris Davey

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

6

Issue 439 - Our Own News - February 2020

WOLLOMBI COMMUNITY MEETS
COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLANNERS.
The good old saying “Actions speak louder
than words” aptly summed up last Friday
evening’s community information session
with Cessnock City Council Strategic
Planners.
Our community turned up in droves (over
100 locals) gathering on the Wollombi
Tennis Club verandah to hear what CCC had

to tell us about their Draft Strategic Plan for Cessnock and the Wollombi Valley and Surrounds including
Bucketty and Laguna.
Strategic Planning Manager, Martin Johnson’s opening statement,
“Dwelling Entitlements will be dealt with as a separate issue and that “the meeting will not deal with
dwelling entitlements” radically changed the direction and interest value of the meeting. It was rather
disappointing as many had travelled “far and wide” for the very reason to learn more about the proposed
future of their dwelling entitlements.
Nevertheless, there is no doubt that the sheer number of the Wollombi Community in attendance made a big
statement to CCC, that we are a community who care and a force to be reckoned with. Given the last few
months of fires, heat and Christmas commitments it was an outstanding turn out.
FURTHER ACTION must follow however, so please don’t be complacent.
We urge all Land holders to express any concerns regarding the Draft Strategic Plan in a brief email to CCC,
or to take up the Strategic Planning staff’s offer to meet or discuss issues over the phone.
Wollombi Valley Progress will also endeavour to provide further clarification of the Draft Plan that will affect
our Valley and Surrounds for the next 20 years at a general meeting, date to be advised.
Progress has also formally requested CCC to provide a future community forum dealing specifically with the
subject of dwelling entitlements and the impact proposed changes will have on local property owners and
our Valley.
Please keep an eye on the
Wollombi Progress Facebook,
OON, emails and shop fliers!
Thanks to all those community
groups who helped spread the
word, the” bush telegraph” is
alive and well.

Simone Smith,
Wollombi Valley Progress.
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Cessnock Local Strategic Planning
Service (LSPS) meeting with the
Wollombi Community.
Minutes 17.1.20 taken by CD
Meeting chaired by SS
Time: 5:00pm
Wollombi Tennis Club Verandah

SS: Welcome to Council and residents
Introduction of Council Planners:
Martin Johnson (MJ)– Strategic Planning Manager
Rob Corken – Senior Strategic Planner
Iain Rush – Senior Strategic Planner
Hannah McCauley – Strategic Planner
Holly Taylor – Strategic Planner
MJ:
• This a Community Information Session,
can ask questions, then recommend to go
away, read document, then give
comment/feedback on the LSPS to
Council.
(To do this go to Council website –
www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au go to Community, go to
Exhibitions, go to Strategic Plans and Reports,
click on Cessnock Local Strategic Planning
Statement 2036.) Mayor has extended exhibition
time to 28th February due to fires.
•

•

These reps from CCC willing to come out
again to deal with issues public have.
Dwelling Entitlement issue – mayor
decided to separate this issue from this
document. This meeting will not deal with
Dwelling Entitlements.

The LSPS is a requirement of State Govt. – it will
have Legislative weight within planning
framework so endorsed by Dept. of Planning –it
will be in place by 1st July 2020.
•

The Plan identifies growth for the next 20
years – where, how managed, deals with
trends. It will be used to inform planning
documents – how and what you can do on
your land. Addresses built environment,
community, environment. Draws together
other Council strategies e.g. Settlement
Strategy and State Planning documents.
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•

Important to point out there are 4
planning principles or key themes that
have sets of values and actions to achieve
principles and priorities with time frames
immediate to longer term.
• The following two key themes have some
points that apply to the Wollombi Valley:Liveable housing and growth areas
Productive re employment and industrial. There
are some aspects of Liveability that apply to our
area e.g. housing that is adaptable and affordable.
•

The following key themes apply more
directly to the Wollombi Valley
Sustainable and Unique
•

In Sustainable key theme see Planning
Priorities:
Number 18. - review Environment Plan look at
zones e.g. sensitive lands
There will be extensive consultation with the
Wollombi Community.
Please note this document doesn’t rezone land.
Number 19. Biodiversity corridors eg. Watagans
to Stockton
Number 20. Water quality and security– water
sampling
CCC will prepare a Climate Change Policy.
Number 22. Promote tourism and controls,
undertake a study of individual sites, continue
heritage fund grants.
•

In Unique key theme see Planning
Priority:
26. Heritage-based tourism – CCC will develop a
Heritage Strategy.
Villages – tourism, wine tourism –CCC will
identify precinct for heritage characters to
protect.
CCC will prepare a public domain plan for village.

Preserve and identify character of our village.
Rural living – large lot residential is not planned
for Wollombi Valley.

Continued page 9

8

Issue 439 - Our Own News - February 2020

and dwelling entitlements. Please note CCC
has enough “zone land” to meet necessary
housing for next 20 years.

Productivity – relates to employment and
industrial lands. In the Wollombi Valley
agriculture will be provided protection.
Land uses in rural zones to protect rural activities.
CCC will prepare a Rural Lands Policy.

Q: Does the LSPS plan to reduce people in rural
areas?

Tourism, that is, niche-tourism opportunities e.g.
Wollombi Valley

MJ: No this is not the intention of the doc. Please
comment on the Plan and bring forward to Council
your comments.

Technological Change – adapt and consider this
e.g. Smart City
•

Longer term actions for bush fire will
come through at State level. E.g. changes
to buildings built in bushfire areas.

•

This document LSPS applies to all areas of
the Cessnock LGA.

•

CCC will come back and talk with
community about any changes to building

Q: Dwelling entitlement why didn’t receive letter re
change?
MJ: CCC issued over 2000 letters. These were issued
based on records.
Dwelling entitlements will be dealt with separately at
a meeting at Wollombi at a later date.

Residents then asked to take their questions to the
CCC planners to be answered.

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc.
What's on at The Old Fire Shed Gallery
Wollombi Cultural Centre
Open weekends 10 am – 4 pm
January – February 2020
CURRENT EXHIBITION: 'PATHWAYS and
THRESHOLDS'
GARRY JONES: Artist-in-Residence
Garry invites you to a complimentary sausage
sizzle on the Wollombi Market Monday, January
27th, from noon.
Exhibition open Thursday to Monday, 9am 6pm, until 23rd February.
COMING UP:
HADIJAH MUNTING (superb jewellery) and her
mum
SALAMAH STEWART (acrylic paintings)
February 29th - March 15th
2020 EMERGING ARTIST AWARDS
We would like to resurrect the Emerging Artist
Awards. Possible dates Friday 2nd Oct. Sunday 11th Oct. More details coming soon.
WVAC 2020 AGM
The Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc. will be
holding its AGM at 4pm on Sunday 1st March at
the Wollombi Cultural Centre. We invite you to
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

join us. We would appreciate more members,
especially our youth, becoming involved, to
share creative ideas, light maintenance, and
administration of the premises. Meetings are
held on the first Sunday of the month at 4pm.
2020 BOOKINGS
The Old Fire Shed Gallery is fully booked for
2020, apart from one vacancy: May 2nd to
May 17th. Is anyone interested in this period.?
THE YENGO ROOM
This award-winning gallery showcases
Aboriginal art and is run by volunteers. New
artists and volunteers welcome.
Open weekends and public holidays 10 am –
4 pm or by appointment.
Next WVAC committee meeting: 4pm Sunday
2nd February
Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc
E: artscouncil@wollombi.org
Web: www.wollombi.org
F/B: https://www.facebook.com/artscouncilwollombi
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02 49988214
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Lost! Our dog called Mac, black and white,
missing since Saturday 4th January from
Wattagan Creek Road Laguna. He is a friendly
dog, no collar but micro-chipped. If anyone has
seen or found Mac please contact Darren or
Charmaine through the Laguna facebook page or
text or call 0405488464.

One of Millions
I am one of millions
Poetry Prize
I am not very famous
winner
I am ordinary, I can’t do much
But I am loved.
People care and people live just for me
I can laugh, smile, see, hear, taste and smell
I can change the world if I want
People believe in me
I am small but big, I am ordinary but special.
I can make a mark in this world
Every breath I take, every step I take is amazing
I have a family, someone I can turn to.
Every second I waste I realise I may be one of a
million
But a handful of people in that million live to see
me become me
No-one cares if I don’t do much
But just a difference, doing something small, can
create a bigger picture
So live, be thankful for the air you breath and do
something to create that bigger picture.
by Jasmin
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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Laguna 01st Feb. 1929.
Ringed By Flame
Whole NSW Village Fighting Fires.
SYDNEY, Friday— Nearly all the
people of the village of
Laguna about 23 miles from
Cessnock have participated in a
desperate fight to save their homes
from the fierce bush fires
which surround them.
Wonderful assistance wan given by
the women and children in the battle
against the flames. So severe was the
heat that many collapsed.
Old settlers say that it was one of the
worst bushfires they have ever
experienced. The danger is not yet
over, between 60 and 70 residents
are still trying to save their homes by
making fire breaks around them.

Hundreds of acres of grass miles of
fencing and many telegraph poles
have been burned. A smoke haze from
fire hangs over the district for miles
around, even as far as Cessnock. So
far however, only one house has been
destroyed.
Farmers and dairymen are today faced
with the problem of how to save their
stock. There is nothing left for the
cattle to eat, and they are wandering
aimlessly about the barren roads.
Laguna is about five miles from
Wollombi on the main Sydney road,
There are a dozen houses, two
churches and a school, all of which
were in imminent danger owing to the
sudden onrush of the flames.
The outbuildings of the school were
destroyed, but owing to good work the
school itself was saved. The Roman
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Catholic Church caught fire twice, but
the blaze was put out before the
flames got too severe a hold.
The Church of England was also in
danger, but was saved. The flames
advanced right to the back door of the
post office. The fires are delaying
telegraphic business on the main north
coast lines.
Yesterday a fire between Wiseman's
Ferry and Wollombi affected the
traffic. Gangs of linesmen fought the
flames until they became exhausted
and had to be withdrawn. Fresh gangs
were sent out. On the Sydney side of
Wiseman's Ferry a fire is blazing
furiously.

The Herald. Melbourne.

Sourced through Trove by
Steve Sullivan
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It’s Time to Consider your Water Storage Options
With the ever-increasing impact of the ongoing drought becoming more evident and the sobering
experience of the recent bushfires in the region now is the time to fully assess and consider water
storage options on your property. Whether it is about increasing capacity for personal use or looking at
alternatives for forthcoming fire fighting purposes now is the time to plan for your future water
security.

Bushmans Water Tanks now offer customers a choice of modular galvanised steel tanks that are
fully compliant with Local Council development consent requirements for dedicated firefighting water
tanks.
Home builders are required to comply with development standards stipulating that adequate on-site
water storage is availably specifically for bush fire fighting purposes with the only acceptable
construction options being concrete or steel tanks that incorporate a polythene liner.
With sizes ranging from 22,500 lt up to a massive 363,000 lt there is a steel tank suitable for all
applications with the added advantages of being cheaper than concrete and able to be located in more
challenging locations as each tank is assembled on site.
Consider combining your firefighting water supply with your domestic water requirements in the one
tank and reap the significant cost efficiencies.
Standard fittings for all steel tanks include: Leafstrainer, 100mm overflow, 50mm outlet/Ball valve and
removable ladder.
As your local Agent for both Bushmans Poly Water Tanks and Aqualine Galvanised Steel Water Tanks

Wollombi Real Estate can provide professional and practical advice on all aspects of your water
storage solutions backed by quality products at competitive prices.
Come and visit us at the Australia Day Long weekend markets at Wollombi Saleyards to discuss your
requirements and be sure to ask about our special market day price savings.

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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Bird Article January 2020
Another elegant bird is the spurwinged plover, Edwardian
gentlemen dressed in mourning
suits. Before further flights of fancy
take me delving into avian hautecouture let me stitch together this
month’s bird:
The Gang-gang Cockatoo
Callocephalon fimbriatum
The scientific name is made up of
Latin and Greek roots: callo from
Greek calla –beautiful; cephalon
from Latin cephalus- head;
fimbriatum from Latin fimbriatus –
fringed or brush-like.
I always enjoy these beautiful
fringed heads around my garden
and birdbath. Gang-gangs range in
south eastern Australia, breeding
October to January. Some believe
they nest in a tree hole, others that
they excavate young solid trees,
either way we are currently seeing
them in pairs. Later, in our valley,
they will be in family groups or
small flocks. (I’ve never seen one at
a nest. Please let me know if you
have and which type of nest.) The
male is attention-grabbing with his
red crested hood, however don’t
dismiss the female with her
beautifully scalloped feathers. They
have short tails and broad wings.
They are mainly arboreal, only
coming to the ground to drink and
to forage among fallen fruit. Their
call is a long, drawn out croak
which becomes more amiable
when they are feeding. They don’t
mind talking with their mouths full,
feeding on seeds of native shrubs

and trees. I usually know they have been around when I see
ground below trees littered with cracked seed capsules.
They are described as quiet cockatoos. I hear them when
they fly or feed. Here’s an interesting fact: they are left
footed. They almost always use their left foot to hold food
when eating.
This bird was first named by gallant Grant in 1803. James
Grant, a Lieutenant of the Royal Navy came to NSW
commanding the Lady Nelson 1800-1802. These colonial
bird watchers, for I don’t think we can call Grant an
ornithologist, led interesting lives. Grant wrote of his journey
in The Narrative of a Voyage of Discovery. Governor King
described Grant to Joseph Banks as, “a very good seaman but
no artist.” Perhaps the Gang-gang was drawn by John Lewin
who accompanied Grant on part of his surveys. Our
photograph of the Gang-gang is by Anthony Downes.
Chris Davey

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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What a start
to the fire season!
We all expected Gospers Mountain to
impact us from the West. However,
before it managed to cross the
Macdonald River, a series of lightning
strikes lit up a series of fires which
merged to become Little L from the
North West and Crump Road from the
North.
The Brigade started preparing for
Gospers Mountain on the 15th November
and Laguna Crews worked on the fires
every day and most nights until
Christmas Eve. We logged more than
4000 person hours on trucks along with
countless hours maintaining a presence
at the station. More than 45 members
worked together on a host of activities
such as firefighting, community support,
guides for out of area crews, crew
welfare, information gathering and
wildlife rescue. We had immense
assistance from the community through
donations of food, supplies, time and
knowledge.

In the end we were very lucky with both
the weather and the fact that the
progress of the fire did not impact
everywhere at the same time. It gave us
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the ability to protect properties under
threat and establish suitable
containment lines to halt the progress of
the fire.
Although this fire is now behind us we
must not become complacent. There is
still allot of unburnt bush and the fuel
loads are still high. Until we get serious
rain the threat remains. Please refrain
from lighting fires until conditions
improve. Whilst we are in the fire
season, permits are required.
The Brigade is currently recruiting. We
will be performing a training program
starting this autumn with the intention
of having members qualified ready for
the next fire season. The application
process takes some time so if you are
interested please get in touch with us
asap at laguna@lowerhunterrfs.com.au
and we will contact you to discuss.

We are also canvassing support for a
junior cadet program at Laguna. It is
aimed at 12 to 17 year olds, would run
one evening a week during term time
and would follow a format supported by
the RFS. If you have interest in
participating please contact us at
laguna@lowerhunterrfs.com.au
Andrew Jones,
Captain Laguna Volunteer Bushfire
Brigade

15

Issue 439 - Our Own News - February 2020

We are primed and ready for a super
2020 at Laguna Public School! After a
disrupted end to the 2019 school year,
where our school became nonoperational for nine consecutive days
due to the bushfire threat, we are excited
about a fresh start this year. On behalf of
all the entire Laguna PS community, I
would like to acknowledge our
indebtedness to RFS crews, both local
and out of area, and the many
community members who worked so
hard over the last few months to
mitigate the impact of the fires upon our
valley.
Our school was able to open for the last
four days of 2019, allowing us to hold
our Presentation Night, where we
celebrated student success throughout
the year and farewelled our Year 6
students – Piper, Jasmin, Kiah, Phoenix,
Lucy, Taj, Jade, Kurt and Stratton. This
particular cohort of Year 6 students
were an excellent student leadership
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team and helped to create and maintain a
wonderfully harmonious atmosphere in
our classrooms and playground. Well
done team, and all the best for the future!
We were also very proud to present the
inaugural John Forsyth Shining Light
Award, an award that recognises the
enormous contribution that John made,
and indeed continues to make, to our
school and is presented to a student who
reflects those values of community
service that were John’s legacy.
In 2020 we welcome 10 new
Kindergarten students and look forward
to providing them, along with all of our
students, with many rich and rewarding
learning experiences over the year! Our
first major event is the Small Schools
Swimming Carnival, on Friday 31st of
January. Our squad has been training with
Simone and Bayley at the Village Green
over the holidays and are ready for a big
day!
Craig Howe, Principal
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Music 4 Mental Health – let’s come together!
Since the devastation of the bush fires there has been a huge knock on effect.
Stress, anxiety, loss, grief, depression and post-traumatic stress syndrome are
being experienced by many. Local businesses here in the Wollombi Valley have
been seriously affected over the last 2 months as tourism came to a standstill and
the valley closed its doors.
Well ……. life goes on, the community is strong and we are well and truly OPEN.
Let's encourage people to visit our Valley and experience what we have to offer.
So, come together for a fun, uplifting, evening; bring your family, bring your
friends.The GNTP is offering pre-show special dinner options, bar available,
bookings essential!

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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Trivia Answers
1.Dinomania
2. Dipsomania
3. Anglomania
4. Dromomania
5. Klazomania
6. Ludomania

OON Subscription form complete below
I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via

□

or

email oon_news@hotmail.com

Email (Free) or

Name:

7. Mythomania
8. Chionomania
9. Cremnomania
10. Hippomania

□ Post ($60)

Renewal ?

□ Yes

□ No

PH:

Postal address:
Email address:

DATE:

Post this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.
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Diary & Events
Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP
Summer Xmas Market on December, 1st 9am - 3pm
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
Church Services
St John’s Wollombi - 1st and 3rd Sundays: 10 am Prayer Praise
and Proclamation service.
2nd & 4th Sundays: 8.30 am Praise & Prayer Meeting. 10 am
Holy Eucharist.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
Other regular Anglican church events
Mondays - Women’s prayer meeting, 10am at Paula’s home
Wednesdays - Movie night is on a pause for the winter season
Wednesdays - Christian Fellowship evening, 7pm at George &
Marilyn's home
Thursdays – Men’s prayer breakfast, 7.30 am at St John’s
Saturdays - Pot Luck dinner, Last Saturday of each month.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org

Meditation at the Tipi Temple
Thurs nights bookings essential through
Facebook page cost $15
Museum—Wollombi
6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except
January, Wollombi Cultural Centre
Pony Club—Wollombi Valley
Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for
details
Pencil Orchids Writers Group
2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343
Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome)
10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi
Scrabble Group
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi
Tennis Clubhouse

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be on
2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm

Stitch N’ Bitch
11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post

Crafty Yarns
10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre

Second Saturday Stitchers
10am 2nd Saturday monthly—
usually Great Northern Trading Post

55 Cards—Wollombi
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month.
Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse
Cattle Sales—Wollombi
12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards Wollombi
Chamber of Commerce - Wollombi Valley
General Meetings held every 2nd month. See
www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue.
Fire Brigade—Laguna
Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 8.30am
followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am after training in March, June,
September and December.
Fire Brigade—Wollombi
Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am following training in even months, All
welcome. Enquiries to brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm commencing
with breakfast at 8.30am.
Members meeting 1pm on the even months. All welcome.
Garden Group
1st Monday monthly.
Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562
La conversation francaise dans
Wollombi 17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,
4998 3141/ 9918 9827
Landcare Group - Wollombi Valley
Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events
Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or
Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com
Wollombi Brook Area Restoration Team
Contact Catherine Craig 4998 3236 or 0481 249 799

Talking History
series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm
Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock
Supporters Club
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475
Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at
Wollombi School 2:00.pm
Wollombi Valley Progress Association
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall
Wollombi Tidy Valleys
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688

Sport and Fitness
Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm
Pilates Classes
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays 10.30am.
Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am - Wollombi Hall
Phone Susan 0403 270 365
Stretch and Flow - A Yoga inspired practice
Saturday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am
Phone Helena 0412369291 or at elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
Eureka Taekwondo Thursdays 4pm – 5pm
Wollombi Hall Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951
Tennis—Friday evenings at 5 pm & Sunday to 9 am
Zumba Classes:
Mon (low impact) & Fri 9am at Laguna Hall
Aqua Zumba Thur 10am Cessnock Pool (Oct-Mar)
Phone Milly: 0414 43 55 76 Fb: Zumba-With-Milly

Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP
Summer Xmas Market on December, 1st 9am - 3pm
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
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Restaurants, Pubs and Stores
Great Northern Trading Post
Laguna Village Providore
Millfield General Store
Myrtle House Cafe
Panino Restaurant
Twine Home Store
Wollombi General Store
Wollombi Tavern

02 4998 8244
02 4038 5004
02 4998 1263
02 4998 3220
02 4998 3403
02 4498 3331
02 4998 3230
02 4998 3261

Local Accommodation
Bellbird
Tabitha Hill Cottage
Cedar Creek
Cedar Creek Cottages
Laguna
Arcadian Retreat
Byora Farm House
Ipakey Cottage
Laguna Cottages
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm
Valle Laguna
Valley Field Escape
MillfIeld
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages
Neudorf Country Retreat
Congewai
Brown Muir Cottage
Wollombi
Applegums
Blair Athol Estate
Bellbird Valley
Capers Cottage
Cowboys Cabin
Dilly Dally at Wollombi
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern
The Farm @ Hunter Escape
Grays Inn
Gypsy Willows
Hunter Valley Escapes
Ironbark Cottage
Maggies in Wollombi
Mystwood Retreats
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation
Pepper Tree Cottage
Redleaf Hunter Valley
The Shed
Somewhere Unique
The Studios
Undercliff Settlers Cottage
Wild Edge Retreat
Wollombi Barn Stay
Wollombi Brook Cottage
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....
Wollombi Bush Retreat
Wollombi Farm Country House
Wollombi Stays
Wollombi Farm Country House
Woodcutters House
Yango Creek Farmhouse

0429 657 166
02 4998 1576
0429 397 353
02 4998 8227
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3219
0407 224 150
0408 809 471
02 4998 3312
0414 786 705
0414 920 013
0409 416 416
02 4998 3107
02 4998 3323
0409 416 416
0409 305 285
0423 109 558
0416 039 081
02 4998 3261
0418 114 303
02 4998 3483
02 4998 3404
0409 416 416
02 4998 3427
0416 039 081
02 4998 3234
0409 416 416
0416 039 081
0412 566 637
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3257
02 4998 3182
02 4998 3322
02 4998 3304
02 4998 3221
02 4998 3209
0422 515 905
0432 156 396
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
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Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley
Progress Association (WVPA) initiative coordinated by volunteers.
Articles or advertisements must be
emailed as a word file with photos
attached as a separate jpeg file to
oon_news@hotmail.com no later than
the 15th day of each month for publication
in the following month’s edition.
Articles are not edited but printed as
received unless otherwise agreed and
there is no guarantee of publication.
Articles must be no longer than 200
words.
WVPA and the OON Team accept no
liability for statements made or opinions
expressed and are not responsible for the
veracity of articles or advertising material.
Opinions expressed in OON are not those
of WVPA or the OON Team, although they
have the final word on content. If you are
mentioning someone in an article please
check details and facts with them and
obtain their permission prior to
submitting any articles for print. All rights
reserved: no part of artwork/photography
for this publication in whole or in part
may be reproduced without the
permission of the OON Team. We welcome
your comments by email. We hope you
enjoy reading your copy of OON and thank
you for supporting our community.
OON Team

20

