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View from the Ridge Top - Is it 1929 all over again?!
Monthly Rainfall in the Wollombi Valley

Source: BoM Climate Data (2019), Ridgetop Consulting (2020)

Monthly rainfall for the Wollombi Valley is highlighted above for years 1928, 1929, 2019 and 2020
(includes a 200mm conservative guesstimate for February 2020).
Detailed analysis of rainfall ahead of three key bushfire periods was undertaken for 1929, 1993/4 and
2019/20. In all key fire events, there was very limited Spring rainfall followed by delayed Summer rains. In
1929, this late Summer rain arrived in a major rain event that began on 6th February. This was after the
terrible bushfires of 1929 (reported in last month’s OON).
In 1994 (not shown), the rains arrived in the January and a more reasonable amount in February. On
average, the most rainfall arrives during Summer hence it was reasonable to predict the strong wet end to
our current Summer. It was the prolonged period of limited rain that likely helped extend the recent fire
activity.
Interestingly as February 2020 rainfall unfolds it appears we are following the pattern for 1929 (including
relevance of 6th February) unless even more rain arrives and then an event like the 1949 flood beckons!

Next month we will explore flooding events in the Valley.
If anyone has any access to detailed historical flood information for Wollombi please let the author know.
Many thanks.
David Dennison – dajdennison@gmail.com
Geologist & Laguna RFS Member
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Trivia – Time

1.

What is the study of measuring time and mechanical time-keeping devices called?

2.

In Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, Miss Havisham has all the clocks in her mansion
frozen at what time?

3.

How many years are there in a sesquicentennial anniversary?

4.

In California, Methuselah is around 4,848 years old; what is it?

5.

Which English clockmaker invented the marine chronometer?

6.

What is the name given to the shadow-casting object on a sundial?

7.

Which unit of time is equal to a billionth of a second?

8.

The Gregorian calendar replaced the Julian calendar in Great Britain in which year?

9.

How many years are in a gigaannum?

10.

What is the abbreviation a.m. when time reading?
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Notices and advertising
in Our Own News
Payments for Advertising and notices
are what keeps the OON going and we
are happy to provide a rate sheet.
If you are interested
in advertising in the OON or placing
notices please contact us to assess
what costs are involved.
oon_news@hotmail.com
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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ORDER OF AUSTRALIA
AWARDED TO
WOLLOMBI VALLEY LOCAL
Armando Percuoco has been awarded an Order of Australia for service to the community and to the
restaurant industry.
Armando, who has had his property in Laguna for 25 years, was born in Naples into a family of restaurateurs
in post war Italy. From the age of 14 he worked in his father’s premier restaurant in Naples until he began his
apprenticeship at Le Arcate, another fine dining establishment in Naples. As a young chef he worked in fine
restaurants in Naples and on the Isle of Capri.
After emigrating to Australia Armando opened Pulcinella in King’s Cross in 1979 in partnership with his
father.
In 1987 he opened the now famous Buon Ricordo in Paddington which has a reputation as one of the finest
restaurants in Australia. Armando is also the Founding Member of the Council of Italian Restaurants in
Australia and a Patron of Sculpture by the Sea.
Closer to home he shared his passion for sculpture in last year’s Wollombi Valley Sculpture Festival as a
supporter and judge. He also conducted guided tours of the sculptures with the local school children.
Congratulations Armando on your Order of Australia Medal. I’m sure the whole valley is very proud of you.
Nick Glover
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Wollombi March 21 1862
This district has lately been
somewhat aroused from its usual
dullness by the active endeavours
of a few persons who have come
forward with a helping hand to
promote the establishment of
some amusement and recreation
for our Inhabitants. For this
purpose, a Cricket Club has been
formed which now numbers a
good few members. A match
between eleven of our men and
the same number from the Broke
Club is announced to come off on
the 24th instant, the preliminary
practise for this event is now
going on here causing some
excitement in our usually quiet
township.
The Sydney Morning Herald.

Wollombi March 08th 1913.
News is very scarce from this
quarter and business is very dull.
The continued dry weather is
causing the future to look gloomy.
Stockowners are anxiously looking
for some place to take the stock for
grass. Water is becoming: scarce
especially for domestic purposes.
Messrs. Forbes Bros., of' Big
Yango, passed through during the
week with a nice lot of mixed
cattle for the market.
Fishing is the order of the day and
some big hauls are reported.
Enthusiasts of the sport journey out
twelve and fifteen miles to try their
luck, but those remaining behind
are so far credited with the best
hauls. Mr. Cobcroft has the record
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with a 'fine Perch weighting three
lbs fifteen and three quarter
ounces.
Snakes have been fairly numerous
round town. Mr. Campbell of the
Family Hotel, despatched a
monster just entering the dining
room door. Mr. Owens is also
troubled with one on his premises,
and Mr.
Cobcroft relates having despatched
the largest on record recently.
The Maitland Daily Mercury.
SOURCED BY STEVE
SULLIVAN

7

Issue 440 - Our Own News – March 2020
Music 4 Mental Health – let’s come together!
Since the devastation of the bush fires there has been a huge knock on effect. Stress, anxiety, loss, grief, depression and
post-traumatic stress syndrome are being experienced by many. Local businesses here in the Wollombi Valley have
been seriously affected over the last 2 months as tourism came to a standstill and the valley closed its doors.
Well ……. life goes on, the community is strong and we are well and truly OPEN. Let's encourage people to visit our
Valley and experience what we have to offer. So, come together for a fun, uplifting, evening; bring your family, bring
your friends. The GNTP is offering pre-show special dinner options, bar available, bookings essential!
Rosie Hansen. Details below…………...
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BUSHFIRE RESPONSE EVENT
The recent fires have directly impacted many landholders in our area. The scale of the damage is huge.
Where do you start and what can we do to best aid environmental recovery?
Australian Wildlife Conservancy are helping Wollombi Valley Landcare by designing a post fire recovery
plan for our area. How to best help the wildlife, fauna surveys, weed control, plantings, feral animals,
erosion control. Where do you start?
Come along on Saturday March 7th to find out (details below). You don't need to be a Landcare member,
just someone who cares.
Enquiries by email, wollombi.landcare@gmail.com
Chris Jackson, President, Wollombi Valley Landcare Group
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MEDIA RELEASE 28 January 2020

Draft Trails Strategy to go on public exhibition
Residents from the Cessnock Local Government Area (LGA) have the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft Trails
Strategy that’s now on exhibition. The Cessnock LGA is home to many trails, including informal trails located in the Hunter
Valley Wine District, national parks and other natural areas. The challenge to date has been that the trails are not formally
mapped and their condition unknown.
The draft Trails Strategy aims to rectify this by providing a vision for the trails network that is supported by a consistent policy
framework to guide the development and management of our local trails.
The draft strategy has been guided by feedback gathered via a number of community engagement activities conducted in
2019. These included online surveys and community workshops where community members were invited to contribute through
a series of focused discussions.
Cessnock City Mayor, Councillor Bob Pynsent said the Strategy will allow for both residents and visitors to the area alike to
enjoy more of the natural beauty of the area. “We have some beautiful natural bushland areas right on our doorstep. This
Strategy is a way for us to ensure that people can get out there and really enjoy these spaces. We encourage all residents to
take the time to provide feedback.”
The draft Trail Strategy will be on public exhibition from Tuesday 28 January 2020 to Friday 28 February 2020. To view the
Strategy visit www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/publicexhibition. The document is also available at Council’s Administration Building,
our local libraries and Branxton Post Office.
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Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc.
What's on at The Old Fire Shed Gallery
Wollombi Cultural Centre
Open weekends 10 am – 4 pm
February – March 2020

NEXT EXHIBITION:
OUR LIFE - Works across two generations
SALAMAH STEWART - Paintings
HADIJAH MUNTING - Resin pieces
You are invited to join us for the exhibition opening from 4pm - 6pm on Friday, 28th February.
Drinks and nibbles provided.
Painter Salamah Stewart is working with her daughter, jewellery designer Hadijah Munting,
exploring the different ways each generation connects and cares for our unique Australian
ecosystem.
Open weekends, 28th February - 15th March
COMING UP: PAINTINGS and MOSAICS
An exhibition by talented local artists Mary Francis, Kaye Lovie, Marilyn Miller, Carole McDonald
and Julie Eller. 21st March - 5th April
2020 EMERGING ARTIST AWARDS
2nd - 11th October. More details soon.
CESSNOCK REGIONAL ART GALLERY DONATIONS
WVAC Inc. has been the extremely fortunate recipient of many much-needed items, due to the
regretful closure of CRAG. We wish to sincerely thank the Director, Katrina Rose, the volunteer
staff and all CRAG members for thinking of us.
WVAC 2020 AGM
The Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc. will be holding its AGM at 4pm on Sunday 1st March in the
Little Yengo Gallery. Refreshments provided. All welcome.
THE LITTLE YENGO ROOM
This award-winning gallery showcases Aboriginal art and is run by volunteers. New artists and
volunteers welcome.
Open weekends and public holidays or by appointment.
Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc
E: artscouncil@wollombi.org
Web: www.wollombi.org
F/B: https://www.facebook.com/artscouncilwollombi

Left:
“My Blue Coffee Cup” (painting)

Right:
“Shades of
Summertime” (jewellery)
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Tree Planting for a Koala Habitat
The frequent sightings of Koalas in the Wollombi Valley and adjacent areas indicates that there is a
significant Koala population in the district & for this reason there should be an ongoing effort to preserve as
much as possible of their existing forest habitat. In addition, wherever trees are being planted it is
important to give priority to those trees which are known to be Koala food trees.
The forests in the Wollombi Valley & surrounding districts are rich in trees favoured by Koalas and the
animals would originally have been quite plentiful in the area. Clearing of the larger trees on the fertile flats
& the frequent fires in the hills & mountain districts would be the main reasons for the reduction in their
numbers.
The total number of Koalas is now dangerously low but because they are now protected and are valued by
Australians as one of the world’s most loved animals, we have a chance to save them for future generations.
However because of the very specialised and complicated food needs of the animal, and their need to exist
in an environment consisting of large trees, the only long term prospect for the Koalas’ continued existence
is in the preservation of suitable forest habitats and the continued replanting of suitable food trees.

It is desirable to select trees that grow fairly quickly and have a heavy crown of leaves in order to get
maximum benefit from the planting. The following is a list of major food trees that will grow satisfactorily in
this are:
Forest Red Gum

E. tereticornis

Cabbage Gum

E. amplifolia

Scribbly Gum

E. haemastoma

Tallowwood

E. microcorys

Bangalay

E. botrioides

Blue Gum

E. deanei

Ironbark

E. crebra

Yellow Box

E. melliodora

Blackbutt

E. pilularis

Spotted Gum

Corymbia maculata

Swamp Mahogany

E. robusta

Sydney Blue Gum

E. saligna

Grey Gum

E. punctata

Sydney Red Gum

Angophora costata

Apple Gum

Angophora floribunda

Of all the species listed above, experience shows that the Tallowwood gives the quickest results & its
magnificent dense crown of leaves provides a significant quantity of food over much of the year. The dense
crown also gives protection from the weather, particularly the hot sun in the summer. Wherever possible
this species should be included as one of the varieties in any planting programme,
The restoration of trees to the Australian environment is an important project, but its value will be further
enhanced if it also plays a part in enlarging the Koala habitat and helping to ensure the survival of that
unique and lovable Australian marsupial.

By Bill Hicks
Reproduced article from the March 2000 edition of Our Own News - see front cover - contributed by Val
Milgate. Ed note: The names of several latin plant names have been changed to reflect changes since the
original article was published - with special thanks to Greg Major, Future Harvest.
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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THE LYREBIRD(S) TALE
Solitary' lyrebirds band together to save themselves in
'incredible' show of unity under bushfire threat
Based on ABC Newcastle article
by Ben Millington 30 Jan 2020
PJ Wallis (ed. local resident), nervous and filled with adrenaline, was preparing to defend her friend's home
from a raging bushfire when she saw something remarkable. Lyrebirds are generally solitary and territorial
animals. However Ms Wallis captured 11 of them crowding together around a dam to escape bushfires and
says there were closer to 20 birds there at one point
One expert says that he has never seen more than six or seven of the birds together at once and says the
photograph is 'unique' and 'remarkable'
"We were waiting for this fire to hit and then all these lyrebirds kept coming down and drinking water out of
the dam," Ms Wallissaid.
"It was almost like any lyrebird in this huge radius knew that that was the safest place to be."
Ms Wallis was in a valley near Wollombi, New South Wales, on the edge of the Yengo National Park.

PHOTO: Eleven lyrebirds can be seen in the image as a bushfire near Wollombi approached (Supplied: PJ Wallis)

"The fire was about 30 metres away and roaring and intense," Ms Wallis said. "[The dam] was like a safe
haven, so when the fire came through with the heat and the smoke, it actually never climbed the lip of the
dam.
"It was almost like they were protected in this little crater and I think that they knew that, they knew that that
was the safest place to be because surely there aren't that many lyrebirds just in that area.
Ed note: fun fact – lyrebirds can live up to 30 years of age.
Hint – courtesy of local landscape gardener Greg Kelso – putting a low wire fence around a mulch pile
means the lyrebird can enjoy scratching for insects but the pile remains intact. ☺
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Like everyone else in the valley, how we have welcomed the rain! The students are enjoying the
refreshing mornings and verdant school grounds. Thanks to the care of the school staff throughout
the holidays, our vegetable gardens and fruit trees survived the hot weather and are looking
tremendous. A terrific way to start the school year!
In 2020 we have welcomed ten new Kindergarten students – Ariel, Zane, Edie, Keith, Charlotte,
Ada, Tex, Kirra, Bonny and Kayla. These children are feeling very at-home already at Laguna, a
credit to Ms Cornish, our K-1 teacher! In fact all three classrooms - Finchley (K-1), Yengo (Yrs 2-34) and Warrawalong (Yrs 5-6) - have been buzzing this year. It has been wonderful to see how
quickly the students have settled into the new academic year, and I would like to give a huge
thankyou to all of the staff at Laguna PS.
An exciting development in the Education Department recently has been the STEMShare program.
This program provides short-term loans to schools of 3D printers, robotics kits, Virtual Reality
(VR) kits, green-screen movie making equipment and other STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) hardware. The program allows students and teachers to use the
equipment without having to purchase it. At Laguna we currently have the robotics and VR kits,
and use them to engage the students in Mathematics, English and Science tasks, as well as building
skills in teamwork, collaboration and communication.
Looking forward to a wonderful 2020!
Craig Howe, Principal
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Parents
When you fall they are there to pick you up
When you cry they scale the skies
To find you a rainbow to lighten you up.
by Kiah
Laguna School Poetry Winner

Snails vs cabbages
The tale of The snail lord and the cabbage King by Stratton
Laguna School Story Writing Winner

“Ha ha ha” said Snail Lord slowly (since he is a snail). “You will never eat me, Snail Lord,” said Cabbage King
happily. “Or will I, since you can’t move?” replied Snail Lord. “But I have the birds on my side since I have
been moved to the greenhouse,” said Cabbage King, laughing.
“But you’re stuck here for my army to eat you! Mwah ha-ha!” laughed Snail Lord, smiling. “Snail Lord, you’re
aware the great weeding is expected to happen tomorrow,” said King Cabbage who had never been weeded
around.
As the weeding began the snails slowly tried to take cover but it was hopeless. Most of them were stepped on
or sprayed. It was horrible for the snails. The spraying killed all of the snails, even Snail Lord. The only known
survivor was the heir to the throne. But he was now very hungry and had his eye on the only thing that hadn’t
been sprayed… the cabbage, safe in the greenhouse.
The heir had the greenhouse in his sights. Weeks go by, until finally he reaches the greenhouse. He slowly
makes his way up the floor, spotting Cabbage King. He makes his way up the bench and starts to eat the
Cabbage King. Days go by, until the farmer noticed the half eaten cabbage and plucked it out of the ground
and put both the cabbage king and the heir in the compost bin.
”Snails, those dirty monsters,” said the farmer. The heir to the throne got dropped in the compost bin and
found true love. A snail named Lyla!
“My love, come to me my love!” said the heir passionately. “We must overthrow the world! I was sprayed and
got superpowers by absorbing the spray,” said Lyla “But that is impossible!” said the heir. “Was impossible,”
said Lyla. “Now, to overthrow the earth!” they both chuckled evilly.
30 years later
Generations of the snail kind have passed and Lyla and the heir’s great-great-great grand kids have the
powers of their great-great-great grandma. Lyla’s superpowers were super strength, flight and invisibility,
activated only in times of danger. Their flight is only as fast as a magpie can walk on land.
As the millions of snails split up and make their way to the capital of every country and take over, Korea fires
nukes and blows up all the capitals except the Korean capital and kill every one of the snails. Except the ones
that were related to Lyla...
The End!
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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The Wollombi Long Weekend Market Days offer so many opportunities to our local community.
What a gift! Every Market Day however, requires an incredible amount of voluntary work which usually
dominates precious family holiday time. So a heartfelt thank you to all those volunteers who give up their
holidays for our community.
Funds raised are mostly directed towards maintenance and upgrades to our local facilities such as the Pony Club
Grounds, Tennis Club and also Laguna Hall. Dollar for dollar Council grants can then maximise community raised
funds, however do require plenty of background work by volunteers and then further hours overseeing that the
work is completed according to the grant. So the Market day fundraising is often just the beginning…..Most of the
improvements to the Pony Club Grounds have occurred as a result of this process and we are presently
upgrading our Horse Yards with Market Day funding.
Past flood and pest damage, as well as general wear and tear through popular usage over the past years have
taken the toll of time and now demand attention and Market Day dollars. Unlike the Easter, June and October
Wollombi Market days, the Australia Day Market has to overcome plenty of obstacles due to the hot weather and
summer holiday season which traditionally attracts tourism to the Coast. This year was particularly difficult
with many stallholders convinced that the Wollombi Valley was still "on fire". This combined with the drought
raised questions as to whether it was viable to stage a Wollombi Australia Day Market this year. One must weigh
up the risks when it costs most groups at least $5,000 to stage a Market,
if they have purchased food and drinks for the BBQ and Tea Rooms, paid for generators, a cool room and
ground and traffic management. This year both local sporting clubs chose to support our "Local" and stage a
market if for no other reason than to bring people back to Wollombi.
We were aware our local businesses were really suffering from the social media "fall out" from the fires and Pony
Club and Tennis Club market organisers hoped that a Wollombi Market Day could help bring people back to
Wollombi. With a vibrant Australia Day Market Facebook Page skillfully managed by Daniela Riccio and personal
phone calls made to every past stallholder by Julie Mc Donald, the Australia Day Market happened. Together we
raised an incredible $12,000 net profit which will be shared between the two local sporting groups to be used for
maintenance and upgrades to facilities.
Thanks to all volunteers for your hard work over the very hot days leading up to and during the Australia Day
Market.

Simone Smith
Wollombi Valley Pony Club
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HAVE YOUR SAY please…….

On the evening of Friday, 14 February 2020 Wollombi Valley Progress Assoc. hosted a community
meeting at Wollombi Tennis Club rooms. This is second meeting that has been hosted to gather input
from Wollombi Valley landholders.

With the back drop of a setting sun a group of around 35 members and future members of the Wollombi
Valley community gathered to hear all points of view and prepare a submission in response to
Cessnock City Council’s draft Cessnock Local Strategic Plan.
The participants had many and varied points of view which will be collated into a community response
to the plans proposals.
Some of the points put forward included – implications of the dwelling entitlement issue on landholders,
minimum land size proposals, need for sealed road access before building, the vision (not clearly
articulated) of the plan for Wollombi including issues of landscape, tourism, aboriginal heritage, coal
seam gas potential.
The Council’s draft local strategic plan is proposing a vision for the Cessnock LGA, including Wollombi
until 2036. It will have a major impact for the future.

Wollombi Valley Progress strongly encourages you to review the draft strategic plan on the Cessnock
Council website and to put your own issues/concerns to the Council.
Below are details to lodge your submission Submissions should be addressed to The General Manager and can be submitted via:
Email: council@cessnock.nsw.gov.au
Post: PO Box 152, CESSNOCK NSW 2325
All submissions should be headed –
“59/2015/1/2 – Draft Cessnock Local Strategic Planning Statement 2036”.
Remember your opinion counts – please consider putting in a submission.

OON Subscription form, complete below
I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via

□

or

email to oon_news@hotmail.com

Email (Free) or

Name:

□ Post ($60)

Renewal ?

□ Yes

□ No

PH:

Postal address:
Email address:

DATE:

Post this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.
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Finchley Aboriginal Area
Some signs of regeneration up in the bush, and a few animals
creeping back. Photos by Phil Janson, Willow’s Leap

Trivia Answers
1.

Horology

2.

Twenty minutes to nine (the
time she received her letter of
rejection on her wedding day)

3.

150 years

4.

A tree

5.

John Harrison

6.

Gnomon

7.

Nanosecond

8.

1752

9.

One billion

10.

Latin, ante meridian, meaning
before noon
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NATIONAL PARKS UPDATE

NPWS Wollemi Yengo Area stretches north to Mount Royal National Park, south to the Hawkesbury
River, west to the Putty Road, Colo Heights and east to Elderslie, Laguna, Wollombi and Cedar Creek.
Our office is at Bulga and we have depots at Bulga, Bucketty and Big Yango. The parks we manage are
Wollemi NP, Yengo NP, Dharug NP, Parr SCA, Yango SCA, Appletree Aboriginal Area, Manobalai NP,
Mount Royal NP and Wollemi SCA.
Offset lands to be gazetted at Black Creek, Cedar Creek, Corrabare, Elderslie, Macdonald, Mount
Warrawalong.
During the recent wildfires, all our staff were full time firefighting from 25th October until 7th February
putting in a total of around 911 days. The fires burnt 80% and 323,134 ha of the Wollemi Yengo Area.
We are seeing good regeneration in the trees and have spotted plenty of wildlife.
All our officers are now heavily involved in:
•

Recovery works on park clearing trails and making repairs

•

Assessing damage to infrastructure including signs, campgrounds, walking tracks - replacement
and repair.

•

Planning pest and weed works

•

Commencing a wild dog trapping program at Big Yengo

•

Food drops of carrots and sweet potatoes to threatened brush-tailed rock wallaby colonies

Sarah Brookes
Ranger Dharug & Yengo NP and Parr SCA
Wollemi Yengo Area
Blue Mountains Branch, National Parks and Wildlife Service
17 February 2020
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MEDIA RELEASE
12 February 2020
New river and rainfall gauges providing Wollombi with vital data
The first data has been recorded via the new rainfall and river gauges installed in Wollombi Brook
catchment. The gauges form part of the $240,000 Wollombi Flood Warning System project funded
under NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Floodplain Management Program.
The flood warning system when finalised will provide flood warning alerts to residents about minor,
moderate and major flood risks at Wollombi.

While the warning system is not yet finalised, the data from the rainfall gauges is being recorded and is
accessible online to keep residents informed about catchment rainfall and water levels at Laguna,
Millfield and Wollombi.
Singleton Council is jointly funding operation and maintenance costs for the benefit of residents at Bulga
and Broke.
Cessnock City Council’s Infrastructure Manager, Katrina Kerr said this is great progress and will enable
residents to be more informed.
“This information enables residents to make decisions during a storm event to stay safe. Previously this
information was not available and it’s fantastic we can now provide accurate data to the community in
the upper Wollombi Brook and Congewai Creek catchments.”

“Once the Flood Warning System is completed, the system will provide timely flood warnings for
emergency services, the local community and visitors not only to Wollombi but provide more accurate
flood warnings for communities in the lower reaches of the Brook in Bulga and Broke.”
Singleton Council’s Director Planning and Infrastructure Services Group, Mark Ihlein said the system
would be vital to residents on the Singleton side of the border who were susceptible to flooding.
“While conditions may be dry, we’ve seen only over the weekend how quickly torrential rain events can
occur and the potential flood risks for residents,” he said.
“Singleton has been very happy to work in partnership with our neighbours at Cessnock on this important
project for the safety of our communities.”
This project is an action out of Council’s Wollombi Valley Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan
2012. In 2016 Council received a NSW Floodplain Management grant for the design of a flood warning
system for the benefit of Wollombi and upstream catchments. Singleton Council is jointly funding
operation and maintenance costs.
Residents can track the levels via visiting www.bom.gov.au/nsw/flood/greatersydney.shtml.
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Diary & Events
Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP
9am - 3pm
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
Church Services
St John’s Wollombi - 1st and 3rd Sundays: 10 am Prayer Praise
and Proclamation service.
2nd & 4th Sundays: 8.30 am Praise & Prayer Meeting. 10 am
Holy Eucharist.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
Other regular Anglican church events
Harvest market 8 March 2020
Regular events are as follows
Tuesday's- Women's prayer meeting at Paula's home at 10am.
Wednesday - Christian fellowship evening, 7pm at George and
Marilyns home.
Thursday's- men's prayer breakfast, 7.30am at St. John's.
Saturdays- Pot luck dinner, last Saturday of each month.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be on
2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm
Crafty Yarns
10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre
55 Cards—Wollombi
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month.
Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse
Cattle Sales—Wollombi
12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards Wollombi
Chamber of Commerce - Wollombi Valley
General Meetings held every 2nd month. See
www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue.
Fire Brigade—Laguna
Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 8.30am
followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am after training in March, June,
September and December.
Fire Brigade—Wollombi
Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am following training in even months, All
welcome. Enquiries to brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm commencing
with breakfast at 8.30am.
Members meeting 1pm on the even months. All welcome.
Garden Group
1st Monday monthly.
Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562
La conversation francaise dans
Wollombi 17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,
4998 3141/ 9918 9827
Meditation at the Tipi Temple
Thurs nights bookings essential through
Facebook page cost $15
Museum—Wollombi
6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except
January, Wollombi Cultural Centre
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Pony Club—Wollombi Valley
Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for
details
Pencil Orchids Writers Group
2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343
Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome)
10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi
Scrabble Group
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi
Tennis Clubhouse
Stitch N’ Bitch
11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post
Second Saturday Stitchers
10am 2nd Saturday monthly usually Great Northern Trading Post
Talking History
series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm
Toastmasters -Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock
Supporters Club
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475
Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at
Wollombi School 2:00.pm
Wollombi Valley Landcare Group
Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events
Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or
Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com
Wollombi Valley Progress Association
Meets regularly - contact President Simone Smith 4998 8214
Wollombi Tidy Valleys
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688

Sport and Fitness
Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm
Pilates Classes
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am Wollombi Hall
Phone Susan 0403 270 365
Stretch and Flow - A Yoga inspired practice
Saturday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am
Phone Helena 0412369291 or
at elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
Eureka Taekwondo Thursdays 4pm – 5pm
Wollombi Hall Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951
Tennis—Friday evenings at 5 pm & Sunday to 9 am
Zumba Classes:
Mon (low impact) & Fri 9am at Laguna Hall
Aqua Zumba Thur 10am Cessnock Pool (Oct-Mar)
Phone Milly: 0414 43 55 76 Fb: Zumba-With-Milly
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Restaurants, Pubs and Stores
Great Northern Trading Post
Laguna Village Providore
Millfield General Store
Myrtle House Cafe
Panino Restaurant
Twine Home Store
Wollombi General Store
Wollombi Tavern

02 4998 8244
02 4038 5004
02 4998 1263
02 4998 3220
02 4998 3403
02 4498 3331
02 4998 3230
02 4998 3261

Local Accommodation
Bellbird
Tabitha Hill Cottage
Cedar Creek
Cedar Creek Cottages
Laguna
Arcadian Retreat
Byora Farm House
Ipakey Cottage
Laguna Cottages
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm
Valle Laguna
Valley Field Escape
MillfIeld
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages
Neudorf Country Retreat
Congewai
Brown Muir Cottage
Wollombi
Applegums
Blair Athol Estate
Bellbird Valley
Capers Cottage
Cowboys Cabin
Dilly Dally at Wollombi
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern
The Farm @ Hunter Escape
Grays Inn
Gypsy Willows
Hunter Valley Escapes
Ironbark Cottage
Maggies in Wollombi
Mystwood Retreats
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation
Pepper Tree Cottage
Redleaf Hunter Valley
The Shed
Somewhere Unique
The Studios
Tiny Escape
Undercliff Settlers Cottage
Wild Edge Retreat
Wollombi Barn Stay
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....
Wollombi Bush Retreat
Wollombi Farm Country House
Wollombi Stays
Wollombi Farm Country House
Woodcutters House
Yango Creek Farmhouse

0429 657 166
02 4998 1576
0429 397 353
02 4998 8227
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3219
0407 224 150
0408 809 471
02 4998 3312

0414 786 705
0414 920 013
0409 416 416
02 4998 3107
02 4998 3323
0409 416 416
0409 305 285
0423 109 558
0416 039 081
02 4998 3261
0418 114 303
02 4998 3483
02 4998 3404
0409 416 416
02 4998 3427
0416 039 081
02 4998 3234
0409 416 416
0416 039 081
0412 566 637
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3257
02 4998 3182
0426 891 870
02 4998 3322
02 4998 3304
02 4998 3221
0422 515 905
0432 156 396
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
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Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley
Progress Association (WVPA) initiative
co-ordinated by volunteers.
Articles or advertisements must be
emailed as a word file with photos
attached as a separate jpeg file to
oon_news@hotmail.com no later than
the 15th day of each month for
publication in the following month’s
edition.
Articles are not edited but printed as
received unless otherwise agreed and
there is no guarantee of publication.
Articles must be no longer than 200
words.
WVPA and the OON Team accept no
liability for statements made or
opinions expressed and are not
responsible for the veracity of articles
or advertising material.
Opinions expressed in OON are not
those of WVPA or the OON Team,
although they have the final word on
content. If you are mentioning
someone in an article please check
details and facts with them and obtain
their permission prior to submitting
any articles for print. All rights
reserved: no part of artwork/
photography for this publication in
whole or in part may be reproduced
without the permission of the OON
Team. We welcome your comments by
email. We hope you enjoy reading your
copy of OON and thank you for
supporting our community.
OON Team
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