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March Garden Group 
After droughts, fires, and almost floods, we were 

happy to meet before the pestilence hits us and 

decimates what is left in our gardens.  The 

Youngs at Capers are always welcoming and their 

garden is a delight to wander through.  Like all of 

us, it suffered the 40 degree days, but because 

hardy shrubs and trees had been planted in 1999, 

these have weathered the conditions well. 
 

Grevilleas and Calliandras are among some of the 

natives thriving, while Crepe Myrtles, Roses, Ivy, 

Japanese Maples, Star Jasmine and Bromeliads 

and Oleanders are looking good after the recent 

rain. 

Below the veranda, the Crepe Myrtles, Grevilleas 

and Hibiscus have been pruned back to being 

very leafy shrubs which don't distract from the 

view.  The rose Pinkie in full bloom caused lots 

of comments. 
 

We all enjoyed our visit and congratulate 

Michael and Jane for maintaining such a 

beautiful oasis in the middle of Wollombi.  Jane 

says she knows nothing about gardening, but 

after yesterday's visit, we don't believe her. 

 

The Group's Meetings will resume when it is 

again safe to congregate.  Until then enjoy your 

gardens and keep well. 

 

 

Maggie 
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Trivia Night 

 I think most people would understand that 

it’s not worth the risk of potentially spreading the 

COVID-19 virus for the sake of our fund raising 

Trivia Night. Therefore we are postponing the 

event until a date to be established in spring.  

The Church that would not Die 

 There is some good news however. Our 

book “The Church that would not Die” is readily 

available through Myrtle House Café. This very 

handsome, 127 page, book was commissioned by 

the Australian Catholic University and authored 

by local identities Alison Plummer with Gael 

Winnick. The book relates the story of St 

Michael’s Church and also the history of the 

wider Wollombi community. This is the church 

that was paid for 3 times, flooded, re-built, rocked 

by an earthquake, closed, auctioned and even 

dynamited. 

 Great value for $39.95 (eftpos available). No 

doubt the next Trivia Night will include questions 

from the book. You have been warned! 

 

Tony Thornton 
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 Wollombi  

Endeavour  

Museum 

Wollombi Museum  
& Acquisition Sculpture 

The Wollombi Museum Committee was 

pleased to agree to locate the Sculpture in 

the Vineyards Award Winning Acquisition 

Sculpture in our Museum grounds, next to 

our Community Notice Board. 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association, 

Undercliff Winery, Stonehurst Winery and 

Noyce Brothers Wine donated the 

Acquisition Prize and stipulated this Award 

Winning Sculpture be located in Wollombi 

Village. After much discussion with 

Wollombi Village landowners the Museum 

Grounds was accepted as being the best 

location for this Award Winning Sculpture. 

Sculptor, Amanda Lockton, of Fernances 

Crossing NSW, in her first ever showing, 

exhibited two items – ‘Lost Language’ and 

‘Tigar and Graf’. Ninety-four sculptures were 

featured in our Wollombi Valley Sculpture 

Festival. Amanda went on to win three of the 

seven major prizes, a truly outstanding 

result for this new emerging artist. 

Congratulations Amanda. 

Our local Indigenous history, together with 

our more recent Colonial history, forms who 

we are, what stories we tell of the past and 

what we show to visitors in our Wollombi 

Museum and our Wollombi Cultural Centre 

‘Yengo Room’. 

Over two years ago the Museum arranged a 

partnership with the ‘Yengo Room’ team to 

house and manage our Indigenous artefacts. 

We are looking to grow the Indigenous 

‘Yengo Room’ Museum and are seeking 

further artefact donations to accomplish this 

goal. Any donations will be gratefully 

received. 

Together with the Wollombi Chamber of 

Commerce we are updating the Museum 

Community Notice Board. The pictures and 

maps, with information about historic buildings 

and locations, local businesses and places to see, 

will be shown in greater detail to assist all 

visitors to Wollombi. 

We have a responsibility to operate the Court 

House property as a Museum presenting the 

local history of the greater Wollombi area. It is 

our goal to embrace our community in carrying 

out this responsibility. 

Again, Congratulations Amanda. 
 

Lindsay Self,  

Wollombi  

Museum  

Convener. 
                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘LOST LANGUAGE’  

with local sculptor,  

Amanda Lockton. 
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CESSNOCK CITY COUNCIL PLANT GIVEAWAY 
 

Have you built a new home during the 2019/2020 financial year? Did you know you can get up to six free 

plants for your property from Cessnock City Council? 
 

There is a range of plants available from ground covers like Star Jasmine through to shrubs including Coastal 

Rosemary, Bottlebrush and Gardenia.  
 

Application forms are available from Council’s Customer Service Officers, Vincent Street, Cessnock or via 

Council’s website at www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au. Completed application forms must be received no later than 

5pm Friday 20 March 2020. 
 

Any enquires regarding the application for supply of trees and shrubs should be directed to Councils 

Vegetation & Civic Spaces Coordinator, Lyall Green, on 4993 4100. 
 

PO BOX 152        L JACKSON 

CESSNOCK  2325       GENERAL MANAGER 
 

 

Distribution: Cessnock Advertiser 4 & 11 March 2020 and Branxton/Greta News 5 March 

Contact Person: Vickie Stovell 

Phone No:: 02 4993 4162 

Fax No: 02 4993 2505 

Today’s Date: 26 February 2020 

Job Number: 6362.6702.188 
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Laguna’s uplifting Event “Music 4 Mental 

Health” for EVERYMIND  
 

On 29 February the doors of Laguna Village Hall 

were wide open, and the community 

gathered for the “Spectacular evening of 

Broadway, comedy, and local flair”.   

The event originated from Rosie Hansen, who 

felt small communities needed extra 

support as resources are less plentiful than 

in the cities, yet the challenges of life aren’t 

any less. Soon after this the Wollombi Valley was 

in the depths of drought and bushfires. Everyone 

was affected in some way. This solidified 

Rosie’s intention.  

  

Come event day, locals and visitors arrived at the 

timbered hall, mindful of coming together to raise 

money for Everymind, an organisation that 

supports mental health initiatives. But the 

show did more. It uplifted everyone. It made 

voices sing, it made arms move and clap. It 

made feet dance. The wonderful feeling of 

togetherness was palpable  

Three hours unfurled with Alan Glover as MC and 

comedian, RISE a capella, the Wollombi Valley 

Community Choir, a live-stream from Dame 

Edna to her “Laguna Possums”, and Darryl 

and Harmony Lovegrove who brought 

everyone to their feet in ovation.   

 

 

Just as nature can unfurl drought to rain and brown 

earth to green, this gathering revealed so beautifully 

how words, music and song can rouse joy, unite 

connection, and how dancing can transform you 

to a better place. The memory of the night will 

carry on. Thank you for valuing the cause of 

mental health and inspiring better days for others.  

Sue Gould (Sydney)  

Trivia – Equine 
 

 

1. What is a horse’s withers? 
2. A neutered male horse over two years is 

called a …? 
3. What are the two names given to a cross 

between a donkey and a zebra? 
4. What is the name of the disease horses 

get from eating too lush grass, common 
at the moment? 

5. Miniature horses are measured in …? 
6. How do horses usually sleep? 
7. Why is colic a problem for horses? 
8. The most popular breed of horse is …? 
9. Name Alexander the Great’s horse. 
10. Who thought of building a great wooden 

horse and fooling the Trojans? 
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Notices and advertising  

in Our Own News 
 

Payments for Advertising and notices  
are what keeps the OON going and we 
are happy  to provide a rate sheet.   

 

If you are interested 
 in advertising in the OON or placing 
notices please contact us to assess  

what costs are involved.  
 

oon_news@hotmail.com 
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ANZAC DAY 2020 

It is with regret that upon advice from 

RSL NSW and given the current 

situation with the COVID-19  I advise 

that the 2020 Anzac Day Dawn Service 

will not be held at Anzac Reserve, 

Wollombi 

It comes after RSL NSW announced it 

will be cancelling their Anzac Day 

services in the midst of the deadly 

outbreak and said it would be 

“irresponsible” to allow such a large 

gathering be put at any risk 

It is a beautiful time of year at Laguna Public 

School. Thanks to the recent rain, the cooling 

weather and the work of our groundsman Any 

Debus the school is looking wonderful. It is great 

to see all the birds back – over the course of 6 

months we have identified over 25 species 

making regular visits. 

Recently, together with the rest of the 

community we farewelled our great patron John 

Forsyth at a Sunday afternoon gathering at 

Laguna Hall. John’s contribution to our school 

over many years has been immense, and he will 

be missed but very fondly remembered. 

One of the great benefits provided to our school 

by John is the swimming pool at the Village 

Green. Coordinated by our sports teacher 

Simone Smith and harnessing the expertise of 

coaches Bayley and Caryl, our students have 

completed their third season of swimming 

lessons. As a result the participation of our 

students at the swimming carnivals has 

increased markedly, and this year a team of 10 

Laguna students made it through to the Regional 

Carnival in Newcastle, with Year 6 student Ruby 

Bloomer making it through to the State finals in 

Sydney! Congratulations Ruby, and the very best 

of luck! 

We have welcomed Sandon Gibbs-O’Neill to 

Laguna, and he has been working with our 

students discussing symbology in Aboriginal art 

and designing a mural to adorn the rear wall of 

our weather shed. It is looking fantastic and we 

look forward to officially dedicating the mural on 

Harmony Day (March 20th), where we will also 

have the pleasure of hosting the students and 

staff of the Ngarralingayil Barker school at a 

multicultural lunch! 

Craig Howe         Principal 

This is not a decision I have taken 

lightly, but I as sole organiser have a 

responsibility to act in the best 

interests of veterans and the general 

public. In these uncertain times I must 

follow the advice of medical experts 

and do everything I can to protect the 

community 

 

Ken Maurer 
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Wollombi Valley Progress Association 

C/- Wollombi General Store 

WOLLOMBI  NSW  2325 

 

The General Manager,  

Cessnock City Council  

 

59/2015/1/2 – Draft Cessnock Local Strategic 

Planning Statement 2036  

 

Dear Sir,  

 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association, 

“Progress” has consulted via two extremely well 

attended community meetings, to prepare a 

response submission to the Draft Cessnock Local 

Strategic Planning Statement. 

 

From feedback from the meetings the following 

points are submitted:  

 

1. Dwelling entitlements on less than 

minimum size blocks – (whilst withdrawn from 

the current proposal) Wollombi Valley Progress 

registers its opposition to the proposal. All blocks 

that are deemed as “less than minimum” have 

been subject to changes from various historical 

government/council reviews. All of the less than 

minimum 40 hectare sized blocks have arisen 

from historical Crown Grants and legally 

approved subdivisions.  

Under the current proposal land owners will be 

forced to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars 

to protect their legal entitlements at best and in 

the worst circumstances the greater majority of 

the value of their land will be lost with no 

possibility of compensation.  

The Council will continue to have authority over 

building permission on these blocks and govern 

future building standards.  

 

2. The Council has supported its draft plan 

with other studies which will impact the 

Wollombi area. The Rural Lands Study 

recommendation of an increase in the minimum 

lot size for the Wollombi Valley and surrounds is 

NOT supported. An increase in the minimum lot 

size would have a detrimental impact on the 

future viability of the local community. The draft 

plan does not explain/clarify how larger lot sizes 

will develop/increase the viability of the limited 

agricultural industry in the area – one of the main 

reasons put forward for increasing lot sizes.  

Current Environmental Zonings recommend 

minimum lot sizes of 80ha. Again the draft plan 

does not explain/clarify why this will increase 

the environmental ambiance/landscape or visual 

attraction of the area. The environment can be 

protected & maintained with sustainable 

development.  

 

3. Minimum lot size blocks – Progress 

supports the concept of having sustainable 

development in the Valley. The size of the blocks 

could be reduced and maintain the environment, 

landscape & heritage value of the area. Other 

Council’s have supported that reduction of the 

minimum lots size to support the preservation of 

the area. Reduced lot sizes would be subject to 

Council approval re: building permissions. 

Power supply is now available from renewable 

sources thus reducing any impact on the visual 

landscape. Water can be available from tanks and 

sewage can be efficiently and suitably disposed 

of within properties. Blocks of land are able to 

have a plan for bush fire protection and 

communications are able to be managed through 

satellite connections for phones & computers.  

 

4. The Draft Strategic Planning Statement 

includes a section that requires properties to be 

accessed by a “sealed road “which Council must 

agree to maintain in order to be considered for 

building purposes. This requirement would NOT 

be acceptable as many blocks – that have been 

legally subdivided – have access via rights of 

way which will not be able to meet this 

requirement.  

5. The Draft Strategic Plan does not 

appear to contain any future vision for the 

Wollombi Valley with prescribed restrictions 

regarding increased lot size, sealed road access 

Continued next page.. 
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Answers to Equine Trivia 
1. The highest point of a horse’s back 
2. Gelding 
3. Zonkey or a Zedonk 
4. Laminitis 
5. Inches or centimetres  
6. Standing up 

7. Colic is a problem because horses can 
neither burp or regurgitate. 

8. The most popular breed is the quarter 
horse. 

9. Bucephalus 
10. Odysseus 

requirements and expectation of increase in 

agricultural activities.  

6. Wollombi Valley offers a rural 

lifestyle choice for residents with history and the 

natural landscape of the area at its heart.  

7. Wineries & regular events also attract 

tourism ventures – the visitors have a flow on 

effect to Cessnock & the vineyard areas as well 

as vice versa.  

 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association members 

are keen to discuss our submission or any aspect 

of the plan as it effects the operation within the 

Wollombi Valley. Should you have any 

questions regarding the submission please do not 

hesitate to contact the undersigned.  

 

Regards,  

 

Wollombi Valley  

Progress Association. 
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The General Manager, 

  

Please accept the following as my comments on the 

Draft Cesssnock Local Strategic Planning Statement 

2036. 
  

Existing Holdings: 
  

While council planners have advised  the  removal of 

the Dwelling Entitlement provisions from 

consideration as part of the LSPS they also 

acknowledge that it will be reintroduced at a later 

date and will undoubtably form a significant part of 

future Planning instruments for the LGA. 

I would request that the following comments also 

be considered as an early submission for any 

future proposal council planners put forward 

dealing with the vexed issue of Existing Holdings. 

 

1. Any proposal that inflicts huge financial burdens 

on land owners (the compulsory development of 

property with a dwelling) with non compliance 

resulting in the catastrophic loss of land value is 

totally rejected. 

2. The removal of legal rights and entitlements 

without compensation undermines the freehold 

Torrens Title system of land ownership. 

3. The loss of building entitlements on legally 

created blocks of land reduces the future viability 

of the local community with limited growth 

prospects going forward. 

4. The loss of building entitlements on blocks of 

land results in significant loss of land value and 

subsequently reduced rating income for council. 

5. The loss of building entitlements has historically 

been shown to result in substandard and illegal 

development taking place on affected land 

resulting in a reduction in amenity and value of 

surrounding land and/or a significant increase in 

councils compliance and enforcement costs should 

they choose to enforce their planning rules and 

development standards. 

6.  It is not feasible or practical to envisage how 

council can “retire” the current completely deficient 

“Dwelling Entitlement Map” while ever there are 

blocks of land that do not have a legal building 

entitlement. 

  

I would propose that Council delete all provisions 

relating to Existing Holdings from any future 

planning instruments and subsequently reinstate 

historical building rights and entitlements to every 

block of land in the RU2 Zone legally created by 

Crown Grant or subdivision. Council would still 

control development on all lots by way of it’s 

existing planning instruments and development 

standards. This would have a multitude of 

immediate and practical benefits including but not 

limited to: 

• Retirement of the Dwelling Entitlement Map 

• A simplified, efficient and cost effective DA 

process on Rural Zoned land 

• A simplified, efficient and cost 

effective  process for future rural property 

conveyancing 

• Significant administrative cost savings for 

council 

• Immediate increase in council rural rate 

income 

• Increase in development control standards 

• Increase in amenity and local land values for 

previous detrimentally affected blocks 

• Potential to support a future viably sustainable 

local permanent population. 

• Support a sense of equity and goodwill from 

previous adversely affected landowners 

towards council 

• Correcting what has undoubtably been one of 

the poorest, ill-conceived pieces of planning 

legislation to be inflicted on rural land owners 

in the Cessnock Shire in the last 30 years. 
  

Village Analysis – LSPS Appendix A 
  

• Any reference to a Laguna Village should be 

removed from the Village Analysis. 

There is no RU5 Village Zone at Laguna and no 

future proposal (to my knowledge) to create 

one. If council planners wish to refer to Laguna 

as a (potential) village they should prepare a 

viable planning proposal for community 

consideration which would appear to be 

contradictory to their currently stated 

comments. 

• The lack of any future plan for growth or 

expansion of the Wollombi Village is very 

disappointing and would appear to condemn 

the historic village to a continuation of the 

Continued next page 
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slow and steady decline it has experienced 

since the mid 1900’s. I would disagree with the 

analysis statement that “There is no 

opportunity for expansion …” (re the Wollombi 

Village) and suggest that it is more likely to be 

that there is no appetite from Strategic 

Planners to deal with the unique and varied 

challenges to be confronted when considering 

the potential expansion of the Village Zone at 

Wollombi. There is certainly available land 

beyond the typical “environmentally 

constrained” references that are quoted to 

conveniently ignore any possibility of a viable, 

sustainable rural village into the near future. In 

the last 20 years I have witnessed the closure 

of community facilities including a post office, a 

primary school and 2 churches as the result of 

a lack of a viable future plan for modest growth 

and development of an economically 

sustainable population for Wollombi. It would 

appear that current strategic planners have 

adopted a similar “no plan, no future” 

approach. 

  

Rural Lands Study 
  

The study offers little in the way of positive future 

potential from an agricultural land use perspective in 

Rural Precinct 4 (Wollombi Valley) while continuing to 

espouse the misguided belief that future economic 

benefit will arise from encouraging forestry and 

commercial agricultural activities. To the best of my 

knowledge (as a long term resident of over 30 years) I 

know of no viable commercial forestry (and never 

have) or agricultural enterprise in the Wollombi 

Valley and reject the following strategic proposals 

put forward as recommendations for Rural Precinct 4: 

• Discourage further subdivision of rural land 

(would only be relevant to lots of land 80ha in 

area or larger) 

• Increase the minimum lot size of land zoned 

RU2 within the precinct (inadvertently create a 

whole new category of what is currently 

described as “undersized lots” in the Rural 

Zone with no evidence to support the idea that 

this would create sustainable commercially 

viable agricultural properties in this landscape). 

• Prevent proliferation of dwellings on small lots 

and housing unrelated to agriculture (to 

determine dwelling entitlements on the basis 

of an undefined policy relating to agricultural 

use of the land would take planning in the rural 

area to a whole new level of absurd) 

  

General Comments 

  

I am completely opposed to the recommendation 

repeated on at least 2 occasions under the categories 

of “Liveable” and “Unique” to Amend Clause 4.2A of 

LEP 2011 (with immediate effect) to include  

“and the consent authority is satisfied that there 

will be appropriate vehicular access to the lot from a 

sealed road maintained by the consent authority” 

  

It is indeed disappointing when one considers the 

LSPS 2036 and Rural Lands Study outline a framework 

and guidelines for planners to consider and 

implement when preparing future planning 

instruments that will determine how the LGA will 

progress and develop over the next 16 years (at least) 

and yet completely fails to offer landowners and 

residents of the Wollombi Valley (an area comprising 

approximately a third of the Cessnock LGA) any 

future vision for growth and prosperity that would 

enhance and improve the region specifically and 

contribute to a vibrant and prosperous Cessnock LGA. 

Perhaps it would be more appropriate to title the 

document specifically as it relates to the Wollombi 

Valley region as “Our Plan, No Future, Our Wollombi 

Valley” 

  

I wish to thank you for the opportunity to comment 

on the LSPS and contribute to considerations that will 

determine the future of our area. 

  

Regards, 

 Steve Annis-Brown 

0437 983 214 
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“By Appointment” 

“By Appointment” 

Public Exhibition: The Draft Cessnock Local Strategic Planning Statement 2036 

 

 Council acknowledges receipt of your submission in relation to the Draft Local Strategic 

Planning Statement 2036 (LSPS).  Your feedback received during the exhibition period is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

 The comments outlined in your submission will assist in Council’s consideration of the final 

document. You should expect to receive a separate letter acknowledging when the matter will 

be reported to Council and further correspondence to advise the outcome of this meeting. 

 

 If you have any enquiries in relation to this matter please contact Mr Iain Rush of Council’s 

Planning and Environment Department on 02 4993 4100. 

 

Michelle Hoffman Acting Assistant Strategic 
Planner 

62-78 Vincent St | PO Box 152 | Cessnock 
NSW 2325 

p 02 4993 4209 

www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au  

 
Integrity, Respect, Teamwork, 

Accountability and Excellence 
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OON Subscription form, complete below    or    email to oon_news@hotmail.com  

 

I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via  □  Email (Free) or   □ Post ($60)    Renewal ?  □ Yes □ No 

 
Name:            PH:      

Postal address:                 

Email address:           DATE:     

Post  this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.  
  

ALTERED OPENING TIMES, 

CLOSURES AND 

POSTPONEMENTS  

Cessnock City Council 
To help slow the spread of COVID-19, and to 

prioritise the well-being of Council staff, 

volunteers and communities, Council will be 

closing a number of community facilities 

across the Cessnock Local Government Area 

(LGA). This includes selected public toilets, 

sporting facilities, parks and community halls.  

For a comprehensive list of all affected 

facilities visit http://

www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/council/news/

COVID19 

 

CLOSED Laguna Hall, Wollombi Hall, 

Wollombi Recreational Ground 

  
 

ARTISAN MARKET LAGUNA has been 

cancelled until further notice.  

Thanks for the support and we look forward 

to seeing you all in a safer future. 

 

 

MYRTLE HOUSE  

FRIDAY open from 9am for takeaway 

coffee and beverages, cakes and scones and 

our chef prepared frozen take away meals. 

SATURDAY and SUNDAY open from 9am 

for the above, including the full menu for 

take away. 

Please phone in your order 4998 3220 to 

collect no later than 2pm 
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GREAT START  

FOR THE  

PONY CLUB YEAR 

 

Whilst we managed to end the 2019 Pony 

Club year with a fabulous Christmas Party on 

what we now realise was the eve of the fire 

season, our first rally day for 2020 turned out 

to be a "drought breaker" and was postponed 

due to flooding. 

Never a dull moment in the Wollombi Valley!  

Last weekend the "gods shone upon us" and 

our rally day at the beautiful, Wollombi Pony 

Club Ground went ahead,  attended by many 

new and past members, both young and old.  

This excellent turn out was made even more 

challenging by the number of new steeds 

arriving for their first experience at a 

Wollombi Pony Club rally day. Some may 

even have questioned how this dynamic mix 

would work out! 

In true "local community style" our Club was 

supported by many helpful and experienced 

volunteers, ensuring the smooth and safe 

running of what turned out to be a fabulous 

day. 

The support of so many parents and 

outstanding efforts of our instructors, Tamsin, 

Nicki, Gail, Sally, Bronte and Kerri made for a 

very special start to what appears to be 

shaping up as another great Wollombi Pony 

Club year. 

Please contact Simone for any enquiries . 

simoneandcompany@gmail.com    Ph. 

49988214 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna  and surrounding districts                                                                                            15 

Issue 441 -  Our Own News - April 2020 

WOLLOMBI.  

30
th

 April 1861. 

Since my last, our little 

township has been the scene of 

a truly pitiable spectacle. On 

Monday morning last, at three 

o’clock, your correspondent 

was aroused from sleep by the 

noise of firearms proceeding 

from those acquainted with the 

signal of floods. The night 

previous, the rain had fallen in 

torrents, and by daylight our 

creeks were bank high, later in 

the day it became necessary to 

move furniture and goods from 

the houses situated in the lower 

From an early hour till late, 

men, women, and children wet 

to the skin, might be seen in 

various parts of the town busy 

saving themselves and property, 

the fortunate of course 

sympathising with the 

unfortunate by giving their 

assistance. 

The Sydney Morning Herald. 

Sourced through Trove by 

Steve Sullivan 

 

part of the town. This wise 

undertaking was forth with 

commenced, for by noon the 

National school house and 

buildings adjacent were 

surrounded by a perfect sea; in 

the former edifice the water 

almost covered the roof. 

Fortunately for the inhabitants 

the township possesses a large 

building lately untenanted but 

now the refuge of the flood 

driven. The church and court 

house are filled with goods of 

every description, this 

accommodation being kindly 

afforded by our worthy official. 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna  and surrounding districts                                                                                            16 

Issue 441 -  Our Own News - April 2020 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna  and surrounding districts                                                                                            17 

Issue 441 -  Our Own News - April 2020 

Barker College is excited to announce that a 

new campus for Indigenous students has opened 

in Wollombi. The school, Ngarralingayil Barker, is 

a campus of Darkinjung Barker, located on the 

site of the former Wollombi Public School. The 

Kindergarten to Year 6 school is coeducational 

and can cater for up to 40 students from the 

Cessnock, Maitland and Kurri Kurri area.  

 

‘Ngarralingayil’ means ‘a place where learning 

happens’ in the Wonnarua language. 

 

The opening of the school furthers Barker’s 

vision to building lasting relationships with 

Indigenous communities and work together to 

provide culturally appropriate education for First 

Nations students, and to bridge the divide 

between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

Australians. Our aim is to provide a framework 

for young people to experience the best that the 

future offers and to become people who shape 

the future and are able to confidently walk in two 

worlds.  

 

The establishment of this campus was the 

culmination of over a year of planning and 

discussions between the communities at Barker 

College, Wollombi and the Lower Hunter. We all 

share the vision of creating a two-way 

partnership where we can learn from one another 

using the educational model that has proven to 

be so successful at Darkinjung Barker. 

 

Barker and the Kiray Putjung Aboriginal 

Corporation (KPAC) from Cessnock have worked 

together to make this proposal a reality. KPAC is 

a non-profit organisation run by volunteers that 

has been in operation for over 25 years. The aim 

of KPAC is to provide services to support the 

needs of the local Aboriginal community and to 

help improve the lives of Aboriginal people. 

 

The school grounds are operated by the 

Wollombi School Community Education Trust 

(WSCET). WSCET and Barker have worked 

together to ensure an appropriate, safe and 

engaging learning environment for the 

Ngarralingayil Barker students. The WSCET 

mission is to preserve and maintain the Wollombi 

School site as a not-for-profit educational 

resource for the community, and to foster the 

development of onsite learning and study 

opportunities for children and adults.  

 

A priority for the new campus is the development 

of strong foundational skills in literacy and 

numeracy, and the celebration of Aboriginal 

culture and identity, which is essential to 

successful  

learning and will be the cornerstone of the 

educational programs. 

 

 

Sophie Mynott 

Indigenous Education  

Project Leader 

Teacher 
Mandy 
Shaw 
reading to 
the 
students. 

The students 
love their 
new 
uniforms and 
campus. 
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Bird of the Month 

Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris 

Many people are asking me, “what’s the 

bird that sounds like this…” followed by a 

series of whistles. My first guess is the 

rufous whistler. It has a far-carrying rich 

musical call. It is often not seen but 

certainly heard and it is busy calling at the 

moment. Its voice is a succession of 

musical whistles. Both sexes are vocalists. 

They are mainly insect eaters foraging 

high in trees and rarely on the ground – 

another reason it is often heard and not 

seen. The bill is short and the tail long and 

narrow. The male is dark grey above with 

a white throat, black breast curving up to 

its eyes and reddish underbody. Females 

are dull grey to brown with heavy 

streaking on the underparts. They are 

found throughout mainland Australia and 

also New Caledonia. It is found in forests, 

woodlands and shrublands. This seems to 

counter the previous sentence; however, 

it is found in gardens and farmland with 

some trees and remnant bushland 

patches. Perhaps we’ll settle for the 

remaining but ever-diminishing forest and 

treed areas of Australia. Its greatest threat 

is of course land clearing and its population 

trend is decreasing, our recent bushfires 

will certainly have impacted on whistlers. 

The rufous whistler breeds in monogamous 

pairs. The female builds a fragile cup-

shaped nest. Two broods may be produced 

in a season. The rufous whistler was named 

by Latham in 1801. Why the pachycephala 

name which literally translates to thick 

head? Rival males can raise their crown 

feathers. 

These last couple of weeks grey gums, 

Eucalyptus punctata, have been in blossom 

on our hillsides. This tree is one of the 

koalas’ favourite food sources. Bees gather 

its pollen however it is a minor to medium 

source of honey. 

Chris Davey 

Patron:  John Newcombe AO OBE 
 

WOLLOMBI EASTER MARKET CANCELLATION 

Wollombi School Community Education Trust (WSCET) regrets to announce 

that the Wollombi Easter Market, scheduled for  

Monday 13 April, has been cancelled by NSW Government Order  

(Public Health (COVID-19 Public Events) Order 2020).   
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Current exhibition: 'PAINTINGS and 
MOSAICS' 
  
MARY FRANCIS, KAYE LOVIE, 
MARILYN MILLER,CAROLE 
McDONALD and JULIE ELLER 
Five local artists, each with their own 
style, are focusing on nature through 
landscapes, flora and fauna. Open 
weekends March 21 – 5 April 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next exhibition: ‘UNEARTHED’ – 
Sandon Gibbs-O’Neill 
Sandon is an Aboriginal artist who, 
inspired by his Nhunggabarra culture, 
creates traditional and contemporary 
paintings. Sandon's Grandfather, Tex 
Skuthorpe, is the main influence on 
his work. This exhibition is a tribute to 
Tex, who died last year. Opening Good 
Friday. 10 - 25 April 
2020 EMERGING ARTIST AWARDS  2 - 
11 October The WVAC is proudly 
bringing back these awards which 
foster and encourage young and 
emerging artists. An artist is deemed 
'emerging' if they have not had a solo 
exhibition in a commercial gallery. 
(Not-for-profit galleries including artist
-run spaces are not included). All 
artworks must have been created in 
the last 2 years. Categories include 
Emerging Artist Award, Highly 
Commended, Commended & Youth 

Awards, Wollombi Prize (local subject 
matter or local artist), and People's Choice 
Awards. 
WVAC member's formal invitations and 
more details coming soon. 
THE LITTLE YENGO GALLERY 
This gallery showcases Aboriginal art and 
is run by volunteers.  
Open weekends and public holidays or by 
appointment. 

 
Next WVAC committee meeting  
4pm 5

th
 April  

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc 
E: artscouncil@wollombi.org 

Web:  www.wollombi.org 
F/B: https://www.facebook.com/

artscouncilwollombi 

Wollombi Valley Arts Council 
Inc. 

What's on at The Old Fireshed 
Gallery 

Wollombi Cultural Centre 
Open weekends 10 am – 4 pm 

March – April 2020 
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Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm 
 
Pilates Classes 
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays 
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am -
 Wollombi Hall 
Phone Susan 0403 270 365 
 
Stretch and Flow - A Yoga inspired practice 
Saturday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am 
Phone Helena 0412369291 or 
at elmswoodhidden@gmail.com 
 
Eureka Taekwondo   Thursdays 4pm – 5pm  
Wollombi Hall     Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951 
 
Tennis—Friday evenings at 5 pm & Sunday to 9 am 
  
Zumba Classes: 
Mon (low impact) & Fri 9am at Laguna Hall 
Aqua Zumba Thur 10am Cessnock Pool (Oct-Mar) 
Phone Milly:  0414 43 55 76  Fb:  Zumba-With-Milly 

Sport and Fitness 
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Diary & Events 

Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP  
Summer Xmas Market on December, 1st 9am - 3pm 
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com 
 

Church Services 

St John’s Wollombi - 1st and 3rd Sundays: 10 am Prayer Praise 
and Proclamation service.   
2nd & 4th Sundays: 8.30 am Praise & Prayer Meeting. 10 am 

Holy Eucharist.  
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org 

Other regular Anglican church events 
Other regular events are as follows 
Tuesday's-  Women's prayer meeting at Paula's home at 10am. 
Wednesday - Christian fellowship evening, 7pm at George and 
Marilyns home. 
Thursday's- men's prayer breakfast, 7.30am at St. John's. 
Saturdays-  Pot luck dinner, last Saturday of each month. 
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org 
 

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be on 

2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm  
  

Crafty Yarns 

10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

55 Cards—Wollombi 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. 

Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse 

 

Cattle Sales—Wollombi 

12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards Wollombi 

 

Chamber of Commerce  - Wollombi Valley 

General Meetings held every 2
nd

 month. See 

www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue. 

 

Fire Brigade—Laguna 

Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 8.30am 
followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna Fire Station.  
Members meeting 11am after training in March, June, 
September and December. 

Fire Brigade—Wollombi 

Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire Station. 
Members meeting 11am following training in even months, All 
welcome. Enquiries to brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au 

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District 
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm commencing 
with breakfast at 8.30am. 
Members meeting 1pm on the even months.  All welcome. 
 

 

Garden Group 

1st Monday monthly.  

Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562 

 

La  conversation francaise dans  
Wollombi  17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.  
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,  
4998 3141/ 9918 9827 

 

Landcare Group  - Wollombi Valley 

Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events 

Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or 

Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  

Wollombi Brook Area Restoration Team 
Contact Catherine Craig 4998 3236 or 0481 249 799 

 

Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP  
Summer Xmas Market on December, 1st 9am - 3pm 
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com 
 

Meditation at the Tipi Temple 

Thurs nights bookings essential through 

 Facebook page cost $15 

 

Museum—Wollombi 

6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except 

January, Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

Pony Club—Wollombi Valley 

Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for 

details 

 

Pencil Orchids Writers Group 

2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343 

 

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome) 

10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi 

 

Scrabble Group 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi 

Tennis Clubhouse 
 

Stitch N’ Bitch 

11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post 

 

Second Saturday Stitchers 

10am 2nd Saturday monthly— 

usually Great Northern Trading Post 
 

Talking History 

series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm  

Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock 
Supporters Club  
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475 

 

Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at 

Wollombi School 2:00.pm  
 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association 
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall 

 

Wollombi Tidy Valleys 
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School  
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688 

"All events will be subject to change as a result of 
restrictions imposed due to the Corona Virus. 

Please check with individual event organisers." 

mailto:artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
mailto:info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
mailto:info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
mailto:brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
mailto:glansbury@gmail.com
mailto:artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
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Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley 

Progress Association (WVPA) initiative 

co-ordinated by volunteers. 

Articles or advertisements must be 

emailed as a word file with photos 

attached as a separate jpeg file to 

oon_news@hotmail.com no 

later than the 15th day of each month 

for publication in the following month’s 

edition. 

Articles are not edited but printed as 

received unless otherwise agreed and 

there is no guarantee of publication. 

Articles must be no longer than 200 

words. 

WVPA and the OON Team accept no 

liability for statements made or 

opinions expressed and are not 

responsible for the veracity of articles 

or advertising material. 

Opinions expressed in OON are not 

those of  WVPA or the OON Team, 

although they have the final word on 

content.  If you are mentioning 

someone in an article please check 

details and facts with them and obtain 

their permission prior to submitting 

any articles for print. All rights 

reserved: no part of artwork/

photography for this publication in 

whole or in part may be reproduced 

without the permission of the OON 

Team. We welcome your comments by 

email.  We hope you enjoy reading your 

copy of OON and thank you for 

supporting our community. 

OON Team 

Local Accommodation 

Great Northern Trading Post  02 4998 8244 

Laguna Village Providore    02 4038 5004 

Millfield General Store   02 4998 1263 

Myrtle House Cafe    02 4998 3220 

Panino Restaurant    02 4998 3403 

Twine Home Store    02 4498 3331 

Wollombi General Store   02 4998 3230 

Wollombi Tavern    02 4998 3261 

Restaurants, Pubs and Stores 

          B e l l b i r d 

Tabitha Hill Cottage    0429 657 166  
             C e d a r   C r e e k 
Cedar Creek Cottages    02 4998 1576 
    L a g u n a  
Arcadian Retreat     0429 397 353  
Byora Farm House     02 4998 8227 

Ipakey Cottage     02 4998 3219 
Laguna  Cottages     02 4998 3219 
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm   0407 224 150  
Valle Laguna     0408 809 471  
Valley Field Escape    02 4998 3312   
   M i l l f I e l d  
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages    0414 786 705 
Neudorf Country Retreat     0414 920 013  
   C o n g e w a i 
Brown Muir Cottage    0409 416 416 
   W o l l o m b i   
Applegums      0419 416 416  
Blair Athol Estate     02 4998 3323 
Bellbird Valley     0409 416 416 
Capers Cottage     0409 305 285 
Cowboys Cabin     0423 109 558  
Dilly Dally at Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern   02 4998 3261 
The Farm @ Hunter Escape   0418 114 303 
Grays Inn      02 4998 3483 
Gypsy Willows     02 4998 3404 
Hunter Valley Escapes    0409 416 416 
Ironbark Cottage     02 4998 3427 
Maggies in Wollombi    0416 039 081 

Mystwood Retreats     02 4998 3234 
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation   0409 416 416 
Pepper Tree Cottage    0416 039 081 
Redleaf Hunter Valley    0412 566 637 
The Shed      02 4998 3219 
Somewhere Unique    02 4998 3257 
The Studios      02 4998 3182  
Undercliff Settlers Cottage   02 4998 3322 
Wild Edge Retreat     02 4998 3304 
Wollombi Barn Stay     02 4998 3221 
Wollombi Brook Cottage    02 4998 3209 
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....  0422 515 905 
Wollombi Bush Retreat     0432 156 396  
Wollombi Farm Country House    0416 039 081 
Wollombi Stays     0416 039 081 
Wollombi Farm Country House   0416 039 081 
Woodcutters House    0416 039 081 
Yango Creek Farmhouse    0416 039 081 


