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Bird of the Month
Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceous
I have listened this morning to a few calls of a male whipbird then joined by the female. Often
heard but rarely seen the whipbird couple are permanent residents. The mates are monogamous,
staying together for many years. Their antiphonal calls help them keep track of each other as they
forage, up to 30 metres apart, through the understory of our bush. They are insectivorous. During
courtship the male will feed the female, also while she is on the nest, however he does not share
incubation. Both parents feed the babies and young fledglings. The cup nest is of sticks and bark
lined with fine grasses and placed in dense vegetation near the ground. Here is a bird who needs
our pet cats to be kept in their houses both day and night.
The adult is dark olive green above, a grey-white belly, head and breast are black with a broad
white patch on the side of the face, the bill is black and they have a jaunty black crest. Their long
tail is interesting as it has two extra feathers to other passerine (perching) birds. The whipbird was
mistakenly described as two birds from early colonial illustrations by, you guessed him, John
Latham in, right again, 1801.
And ooohhh Regent Honeyeaters, 20 of them, recently released in the Cessnock area. Now I have a
chance of spotting one. AND one flew from the release site to Dry Arm, Wollombi. It was carrying a
transmitter and being tracked by one of the scientists involved in the release program who spoke
with Dry Arm resident and bird twitcher Steve Sullivan. My fingers are crossed it wings its way
safely back to its mates and leads a long and productive life. If you have seen a regent honeyeater
in our Wollombi area please let OON know.
Chris Davey

Photo Credit http://www.birdlife.org.au

and you can donate to birdlife Australia

Mick Roderick has done talks in the valley with WV Landcare.
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Quote from Mayor Pynsent:
Cessnock City Mayor Councillor Bob
Pynsent put up a Mayoral Minute to Council
in relation to concerns of mining in the
Wollombi Valley and he welcomed the
unanimous support of his fellow Councillors.
“The unique heritage and national
significance within the Wollombi Valley must
be protected. We recognise this in our Local
Strategic Planning Statement 2036 and want
to ensure this remains untouched. It’s
extremely concerning that Wollombi Valley
has been identified as a potential area for
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release for coal exploration. Coal mining of
course has a place in the Cessnock Local
Government Area but it’s not in the Wollombi
Valley. I’m requesting a briefing from the
Deputy Premier, The Hon John Barilaro MP to
get more information. I understand this has
created anxieties for the local community, we
share your concerns and want clarification from
the NSW Government.”
This response was requested from CCC Mayor
Bob Pynsent by Wollombi Valley Progress
Assn.last week following the ccc meeting
where it was unanimously supported that
wollombi was “no place for a mine”
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Wollombi, no place for a mine!
Since watching the NBN News a few weeks back and hearing of the release of a coal exploration
licence titled “Wollombi”, members of Wollombi Valley Progress Association have made a
concerted effort to find out as much information as possible in order to keep the local community
informed.
The following summary provides a brief overview. For a more detailed read please go to the
Wollombi Valley Progress Association’s web page where you can view several recent media
releases relevant to the subject of Coal Mining in Wollombi.
Please assist by staying informed and if you would like to help, leave a message on the Progress
email: wollombivalleyprogress@gmail.com
What:
The state government recently announced, with no consultation with our community, the release
of a coal exploration licence 0263, named Wollombi Area. NSW’s Deputy Premier proclaimed a
large part of the Valley a priority area for coal exploration.
When:
While mining may never happen, it is apparent that preliminary exploration will inevitably occur
and from the map, there are already 6 drill holes in our area. If mining was allowed to go ahead in
our area both open cut and underground will have serious impacts on our environment and our
health.
Where:
See the map provided or if you are clever at navigating MinView you can zoom in and see just
where the exploration licence 0263 extends at
https://minview.geoscience.nsw.gov.au/#/?lon=151.0608&lat=32.35317&z=7&bm=bm1&l=co03:y:100,co02:y:100,co01:y:100
To stay informed:
go to the Wollombi Valley Progress Association’s web page,
https://wollombivalleyprogress.org.au/no-mine-in-wollombi/
or our FaceBook at:
https://www.facebook.com/wollombivalleyprogressassociation/
where we are keeping our community up-to-date with our efforts: to be informed with facts, to
assess community feelings about coal mining in the Wollombi Area and if supported by the
community to make a submission to the Premier, Deputy Premier and Planning Department.
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Trivia Quiz – Names and logos of vehicles
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What do the letters BSA stand for?
Which animal is on a Porsche logo?
What does BMW stand for in English?
Which animal is on a Holden logo?
Which animal is on a Ferrari logo?
Which animal is on a Lamborghini
logo?
7. Which animal is on an Alpha Romeo
logo? And what is it eating?
8. What does MG stand for?
9. Which animal is on a Mack truck logo?
10. What is the name of the bonnet
ornament sculpture on Rolls-Royce
cars?

WOLLOMBI VALLEY PONY CLUB
July Holidays.
During the July School Holidays Wollombi
Valley Pony Club certainly made up for lost
time during the Covid Lockdown.
Riding activities were spread across the
glorious days of the first week and included a
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Cross Country Clinic at Fernances Creek as
well as show jumping, dressage, sporting and
working equitation at the Wollombi Pony Club
Ground.
All enquiries,
Simone Smith 49988214
simoneandcompany@gmail.com
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We are looking forward to our students returning to school for the third term on Tuesday 21st July,
for what we hope is an uninterrupted term of fun and learning! We finished off the term with a
school athletics carnival at the Village Green – a day of brilliant sunshine and lots of active kids!

Our calendar is already filling up fast for Term 3! Science and drawing lessons from the
Imaginaturalists with bees as the theme; weekly marimba lessons for all students Yrs 2-6; spelling,
writing, maths and poetry competitions; a bike day; inter-school sports and Book Week – just to
name some of the upcoming events.
On our last day of Term 2 we said ‘goodbye for a while’ to our School Administration Manager
Jeanette, as she takes up a six-month secondment as SAM at Cessnock Public School. Jeanette has
been a member of our school community since 2008 in many guises – as a school parent, member
of the P&C, cleaner, teacher’s aide and has performed the SAM role for the last 7 years. Although
Jeanette will still retain her position at Laguna PS< we thought it was a good opportunity to
express how valuable she has been to our school!

Students presented Jeanette with flowers, gifts and heartfelt tributes on our last day of Term 2.
Craig Howe,
Principal
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Ngarralingayil Barker

“By Appointment”

“By Appointment”

Ngarralingayil and Darkinjung Barker are unique
examples of community schools. We are always
looking for ways that we can be engaged through
community connections. To lift up and raise our
schools to a place that suits all 21st century
learners, help needs to come from many parts of
the community. The importance of a connected
community only gives drive and supports what is
happening within our school gates. If we respect
each other and acknowledge our unique
contribution, we can move forward quickly in a
positive environment where we can all be teachers
and learners.
This month has been a significant time for
Ngarralingayil and Darkinjung Barker.
Ngarralingayil Barker travelled down to
Yarramalong for a day of Cultural Games and
introductions. The children were engaged in
rotation groups and experienced traditional games.
Due to COVID we have been unable to travel up
until now.
This week we also welcomed Mrs Leisa Sturt to our
teaching team at Ngarralingayil Barker. Mrs Sturt
comes to us with over 20 years’ experience as a
Teacher’s Aide. I know that she is excited about
joining our team and I am thankful to the staff and
children for making her feel so welcome.
Jamie Shackleton
Director of
Aboriginal Campuses
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Wollombi. Aug. 1915
At 7 a. m. on Sunday an
aeroplane passed over Wollombi
from the
South and went in the direction of
Singleton, the altitude must have
been great as the aeroplane
appeared to be very small and to
pass directly over everyone who
saw it regardless of the fact that
they were miles apart. The buzz
of the engine could be heard
distinctly at a distance of 5 or 6
miles.
Some thought it was the Germans
and felt much relieved that it
passed without any liquid fire or
poisonous gasses being thrown
and no murder of the innocents.

It now transpires that it was one of
our own aircraft, but we regret to
hear that it met with an accident at
Singleton.
At the recent examinations of the
Associated Board of the Royal
College of Music held at West
Maitland on the 16th August,
Misses
Dorothy Lynch and Ida Andrews
passed in the Lower Division. Both
are pupils of Miss Elizabeth
Bourne of Wollombi.
The Cessnock Eagle and South
Maitland Recorder.

WOLLOMBI. Aug. 1920
Tennis matches are being played in
almost every district of late.
After having so many wet
Saturday's it is a pleasure to see a
fine one. The Wollombi team or as
it is known, the Aristocrats,
journeyed to Watagan and met a
fine lot of sports who treated the
opponents very gently with a good
day’s sport and entertainment.
The result of the match is not
known as the Wollombi score book
could not be found.
The Maitland Mercury.
Sourced through Trove
by Steve Sullivan

Notices and advertising
in Our Own News
Payments for Advertising and notices
are what keeps the OON going and we
are happy to provide a rate sheet.
If you are interested
in advertising in the OON or placing
notices please contact us to assess
what costs are involved.
oon_news@hotmail.com
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The ROADSIDE GALLERY has opened it's
doors at 2864 Wollombi Rd. Wollombi.
A short stroll from the Village, it is a wonderful
addition to Wollombi's cultural scene.
Curated by Stephanie & Rode Vella, featuring the
inspired works of 6 immensely talented
Creatives;
Darren Casey - Century Salvage. Bespoke, rustic/
industrial upcycled furniture & lighting.
Elisa Krey - Kreyfarer handmade ceramics.
Stephen Coburn - Metal sculpture.
Nicole de Mestre - Basketry from recycled
materials & found objects.
Adrian Dal Bianco - Mapacho leather creations.
Linda Wilkinson - Bush Ink functional fabric art.
OPEN: Sat, Sun & Public Holidays 9:30am3:30pm or by appointment #0423 376 804.

Hi All
Due to the ongoing uncertainty of Covid 19 and after
much deliberation, Valley Artists has made the
decision to cancel our program for 2020. It was not
an easy decision to make as we have a proud 23 year
history of never having cancelled a
production. However we felt that it would be in the
best interests of our members, sponsors and our
community as a whole.
Never fear however, we will be back in 2021 bigger
and stronger than ever - and very keen to perform at
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

our best.
If you have already paid for your 2020 sponsorship you
have the choice to either roll it over to 2021 or visit our
website www.valleyartists.org.au to obtain a refund.
We will be in touch over the next few months to reveal
our 2021 plans and we look forward to seeing you fit
and healthy in the near future.
Many thanks for your ongoing support - we couldn't do
it without you!
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SPIRITUAL DIARY
There seems to be a polarity that exists at the
moment. It seems that most people are either in
the camp that says “Everything will be OK” or in
the more pessimistic camp that says “We are all
going to hell in a handbasket”.
Obviously, the major issue at the moment is how
we are going to be affected by Covid-19 but there
are still many other issues that are still bubbling
away underneath. Just to name a few there are
“Climate Change”, “Bushfires”, “China”, “Black
Lives Matter”, “Trump”, and I guess that I could
go on and on.
The difficulty is that we are a binary people. We
believe that there is only good or evil and that
someone else will make it happen or will screw it
up and we can then just sit back and say, “I told
you so”. I have heard this binary code being used
quite a lot lately but there is another voice starting
to happen.
One simple question. When will we as
individuals start to take personal responsibility
for our own lives and for taking personal action?
This is the voice that is starting to sound.
Certainly, there are some things that we have not
been responsible for happening, although in my
thinking they are becoming fewer and fewer.
However, I am powerless to change the past,
BUT I CAN CHANGE THE FUTURE. I can be
a hero or heroine and change some big things and
probably receive a medal for it. Or I can still be a
hero or heroine and change my own attitudes and
behaviours one step at a time and not receive a
medal. I can even not do something, like not
sneer at someone wearing a mask or washing
their hands.
Everything helps.
Graham Jackson
August 2020

Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

10

Issue 445 - Our Own News - August 2020

Check out our new website! A huge thank you to
all the volunteers who helped create it and pay
for hosting. We think it highlights the three main
projects we are working on: mange in wombats,
after the bushfires and restoring Watagan Creek
and Wollombi Brook. It also looks beautiful with
lots of wonderful photos taken by members that
help to convey our mission to protect and support
our natural landscapes and the wildlife in the
Wollombi Valley. Creating the website has even
inspired several of us to come out of our COVID
coma and restart our Landcare efforts. What do
you think? Do you have any suggestions for
additional content? We hope the website will be
regularly updated so feel free to send through
your ideas.
You can contact us via the website or our
Facebook page. Feel free to share this post so that
more people can visit the site. https://
www.wollombilandcare.org.au/
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Answers to Trivia
1. Birmingham Small Arms
2. Horse
3. Bavarian Motor Works
4. Lion
5. Horse
6. Bull
7. Snake or Dragon eating a man.
8. Morris Garages
9. Dog
10. The Spirit of Ecstasy
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Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc.
The Wollombi Cultural Centre
July – August 2020

COMING UP:
NANCY GRAY and ANTHONY DOWNES
Painting and Leadlight Glass
15 - 30 August 2020

'LAGUNA COLLECTIVE’
25 July - 9 August
Open DAILY 10am – 4pm
Popular Laguna artists Jane Mowatt, Janine
Oliver, Jordis Pointu, Jillian Ryder and Linda
Wilkinson have joined forces to form
'LAGUNA COLLECTIVE'.
"Five women living in the bush in Laguna,
NSW. All focused on their own creativity.
Lockdown? Really? Their hands and minds
are busy as they separately but collectively
work towards this exhibition. Glass, paint,
collage, hand spun alpaca fleece for finely
knitted garments. Woollen coats, hand
knitted and warm. Aussie bush printed
fabrics, something for everyone. A collection
of fine arts brought to you by us five
women."

2020 EMERGING ARTIST AWARDS
2 - 11 October
Total prize money now $5,000
Entry fee is still only $10
Entry forms can be downloaded from
www.wollombi.org
WOLLOMBI SCULPTURE FESTIVAL 2020
17 October – 1 November
WVAC is hosting Small Sculptures in the Old
Fireshed Gallery in the Wollombi Sculpture
Festival. We are also sponsoring the Local
Sculpture Prize ($1,000).
The LITTLE YENGO GALLERY is temporarily
closed due
to coronavirus to protect our volunteers and
the public.
Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc
Email: artscouncil@wollombi.org
yengo gallery@wollombi.org
Web: www.wollombi.org
F/B: https://www.facebook.com/
artscouncilwollombi

You are invited to attend the exhibition
opening at 10.30am on Saturday 25 July for
morning tea. Social distancing will apply.

OON Subscription form, complete below
I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via

□

WVAC proudly present our new website, check
it out at www.wollombi.org

or

email to oon_news@hotmail.com

Email (Free) or

Name:

□ Post ($60)

Renewal ?

□ Yes

□ No

PH:

Postal address:
Email address:

DATE:

Post this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.
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Diary & Events

Museum—Wollombi
6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except
January, Wollombi Cultural Centre

Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP
Hopefully 23rd August, 2020.9am - 3pm
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com

Pony Club—Wollombi Valley
Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for
details

Church Services

Pencil Orchids Writers Group
2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343

St John’s Wollombi - 1st and 3rd Sundays: 10 am Prayer Praise
and Proclamation service.
2nd & 4th Sundays: 8.30 am Praise & Prayer Meeting. 10 am
Holy Eucharist.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
Other regular Anglican church events
Other regular events are as follows
Tuesday's- Women's prayer meeting at Paula's home at 10am.
Wednesday - Christian fellowship evening, 7pm at George and
Marilyns home.
Thursday's- men's prayer breakfast, 7.30am at St. John's.
Saturdays- Pot luck dinner, last Saturday of each month.
Contact: 0481 269 653 or info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be on
2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm
Crafty Yarns
10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre
500 Cards—Wollombi
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month.
Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse
Cattle Sales—Wollombi
12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards Wollombi
Chamber of Commerce - Wollombi Valley
General Meetings held every 2nd month. See
www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue.

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome)
10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi
Scrabble Group
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi
Tennis Clubhouse
Stitch N’ Bitch
11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post
Second Saturday Stitchers
10am 2nd Saturday monthly—
usually Great Northern Trading Post
Talking History
series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm
Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock
Supporters Club
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475
Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at
Wollombi School 2:00.pm
Wollombi Valley Progress Association
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall
Wollombi Tidy Valleys
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688

Fire Brigade—Laguna
Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 8.30am
followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am after training in March, June,
September and December.

Fire Brigade—Wollombi
Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire Station.
Members meeting 11am following training in even months, All
welcome. Enquiries to brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District

Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm commencing
with breakfast at 8.30am.
Members meeting 1pm on the even months. All welcome.
Garden Group
1st Monday monthly.
Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562
La conversation francaise dans
Wollombi 17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,
4998 3141/ 9918 9827
Landcare Group - Wollombi Valley
Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events
Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or
Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com
Meditation at the Tipi Temple
Thurs nights bookings essential through
Facebook page cost $15
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Sport and Fitness
Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm
Pilates Classes
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am Wollombi Hall
Phone Susan 0403 270 365
YOGA
Wollombi Community Hall
Saturday 8.30am-9.30am
Thursday 5.30pm-6.30pm ( School Term Only)
Contact -Helena 0412369291
or elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
Eureka Taekwondo Thursdays 4pm – 5pm
Wollombi Hall Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951
Tennis—Thursday evenings at 4 pm & Sunday to 9 am
Zumba Classes:
Zumba With Milly Ph 0414435576
Online classes now available:
http://jarmilaablett.zumba.com/
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Restaurants, Pubs and Stores
Great Northern Trading Post
Laguna Village Providore
Millfield General Store
Myrtle House Cafe
Panino Restaurant
Twine Home Store
Wollombi General Store
Wollombi Tavern

02 4998 8244
02 4038 5004
02 4998 1263
02 4998 3220
02 4998 3403
02 4498 3331
02 4998 3230
02 4998 3261

Wild Edge Retreat
Wollombi Barn Stay
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....
Wollombi Bush Retreat
Wollombi Farm Country House
Wollombi Stays
Woodcutters House
Yango Creek Farmhouse

02 4998 3304
02 4998 3221
0422 515 905
0432 156 396
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081

Local Accommodation
Bellbird
Tabitha Hill Cottage

0429 657 166

Cedar Creek
Cedar Creek Cottages

02 4998 1576

Laguna
Arcadian Retreat
Byora Farm House
Ipakey Cottage
Laguna Cottages
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm
Twin Pines Cottage
Valle Laguna
Valley Field Escape

0429 397 353
02 4998 8227
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3219
0407 224 150
0403 083 381
0408 809 471
02 4998 3312

MillfIeld
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages
Neudorf Country Retreat

0414 786 705
0414 920 013

Congewai
Brown Muir Cottage

0409 416 416

Wollombi
Applegums
Blair Athol Estate
Bellbird Valley
Capers Cottage
Cowboys Cabin
Dilly Dally at Wollombi
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern
The Farm @ Hunter Escape
Grays Inn
Gypsy Willows
Hunter Valley Escapes
Ironbark Cottage
Maggies in Wollombi
Mystwood Retreats
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation
Pepper Tree Cottage
Redleaf Hunter Valley
The Shed
Somewhere Unique
The Studios
The Love Shack
Tiny Escape
Undercliff Settlers Cottage

0419 416 416
02 4998 3323
0409 416 416
0409 305 285
0423 109 558
0416 039 081
02 4998 3261
0418 114 303
02 4998 3483
02 4998 3404
0409 416 416
02 4998 3427
0416 039 081
02 4998 3234
0409 416 416
0416 039 081
0412 566 637
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3257
02 4998 3182
0409 416 416
0426 891 870
02 4998 3322
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Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley
Progress Association (WVPA) initiative coordinated by volunteers.
Articles or advertisements must be emailed
as a word file with photos attached as a
separate jpeg file to

oon_news@hotmail.com no later
than the 15th day of each month for
publication in the following month’s edition.
Articles are not edited but printed as
received unless otherwise agreed and there
is no guarantee of publication. Articles must
be no longer than 200 words.
WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability
for statements made or opinions expressed
and are not responsible for the veracity of
articles or advertising material.
Opinions expressed in OON are not those of
WVPA or the OON Team, although they have
the final word on content. If you are
mentioning someone in an article please
check details and facts with them and obtain
their permission prior to submitting any
articles for print. All rights reserved: no part
of artwork/photography for this publication
in whole or in part may be reproduced
without the permission of the OON Team.
We welcome your comments by email. We
hope you enjoy reading your copy of OON
and thank you for supporting our
community.
OON Team
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