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Notices and advertising  

in Our Own News 
 

Payments for Advertising and notices  
are what keeps the OON going and we 
are happy  to provide a rate sheet.   

 

If you are interested 
 in advertising in the OON or placing 
notices please contact us to assess  

what costs are involved.  
 

oon_news@hotmail.com 

Lucy the 7 year old Bearded Collie 

needs a home. She is very loving and 

loves children. She needs a bigger home 

to live out her days happily and with 

love. 

Please call 49988206. 
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WOLLOMBI VALLEY PROGRESS NEEDS YOUR INPUT. 
                                           

 Message to all ratepayers in the Wollombi Valley. 
 

Wollombi Valley Progress aims to send a clear statement from our Community 

to the N.S.W. Government  

in relation to the  proposed  "WOLLOMBI" Coal Exploration Licence 0263. 
 

Please take part in our first community consultation process organised for the duration of the 

October Long weekend. 

 

* WHERE 

Visit the corner block next to Wollombi Real Estate (opposite Wollombi Tavern) to give your 

feedback. 

* WHEN 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday October Long Weekend 10am- 2.00pm. 

*WHAT 

Donate 1-2 minutes of your time to complete a Community Feedback Form. 

You will have the opportunity to give your response to the proposal for a coal mine in the Wollombi 

Valley. 

 

WVPA have invited "SUSTAINABLE NATIVES" ( a local favourite) along to make your visit 

pleasurable and to assist in our beautiful Valley's regeneration since the drought and fires of 2019. 

You may wish to consider planting a Koala friendly tree or two! 

 

Simone Smith 

President, Wollombi Valley Progress Association 
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“By Appointment” 

“By Appointment” 

Birds of the Month  

Maned Duck Chenonetta jubata and Pacific 

Black Duck Anas superciliosa 

We are looking at two this month, both ducks 

that visit our creeks, dams and billabongs. I 

have a pair of maned ducks, sometimes called 

wood ducks, nesting near one of my dams. 

They mate for life and are land-dwelling. I daily 

disturb them on my walk so they leave their 

grazing and take refuge in the water. They are 

a handsome couple with dark heads and pale 

grey bodies, speckled brown breast and black 

lower body. The male has a short mane of dark 

feathers. The female has a white line above and 

below her eye. Their call is a drawn out nasal 

rising ‘gnow’. They are related to the pygmy-

geese so look again at that bill, yes not very 

duck-like. I have never seen it but apparently 

they often perch in trees and nest in a tree 

hollow. The newly hatched ducklings bravely 

jump from their tree hollow, called out by their 

parents. They eat grasses, grains, herbs and 

occasionally insects. And who named 

Chenonetta jubata? Our Mr John Latham in that 

busy year 1801. Jubata from the Latin iubatus 

meaning maned or crested. 

The Pacific Black Duck is our other local duck. 

It was named by Gmelin in 1789. Though 

called a black duck it is predominantly brown 

and in NZ is known as the grey duck! Unlike 

the maned it has a very typical duck bill and 

eats a lot more insects. Its distinctive colouring 

is the upper wings’ purplish-green dash of 

colour and the black stripe across the face 

through the eye. It prefers deeper, permanent 

fresh water dams and billabongs where it 

dabbles, that is it plunges its head and neck 

underwater and upends, raising its rear end 

out of the water eating both plants and animal 

food, crustaceans and yabbies. Only 20% of 

their offspring survive past 2 years of age. 

Both of these ducks are vulnerable if their 

habitat is not protected. Keeping a dam or 

billabong free from livestock will help. 

Chris Davey 
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Wollombi Valley Pony Club 

Late August 2020 

Displaying perfect social distancing 

during their formation work to music. 

 

All enquiries  

Simone Smith 4998 8214 

 

Anzac Reserve has a new addition, with a 

huge thank you to Andrew and Yvonne 

Turnbull for their generosity to our valley. 

Sculpture of a Waler by Andrew Whitehead 

Freedom Run 
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Support for our Community 
following the Bushfires: 

What do you think we need? 
 

In response to the catastrophic bushfires of 

2019/2020 the NSW & Commonwealth 

Governments funded 22 Community Recovery 

Officers to sit within local councils in the worst 

affected areas of NSW. 

Melissa Boucher is the new Community 

Recovery Officer for Cessnock LGA who just 

started in August. She has 20 years’ experience 

in the health industry and has also been very 

active in her own community over the years. 

Her role is to help support bushfire affected 

individuals, families and communities, such as 

ours, on their recovery journey. 

To do this, she needs to know what our 

community recovery needs are, so she can help 

implement initiatives that will be useful for us. 

She can also help make sure we know what 

support and grants are still available to 

individuals and community groups and how to 

access them. 

There are a lot of different support options still 

available for people and communities affected 

by the recent bushfires, but not everyone 

wants or needs the same kind of support. 

Knowing what support is available and how to 

access it is a key hurdle for moving forwards. 

The mental health and wellbeing of people 

affected by the fires is a key priority and there 

are lots of different options for free mental 

health support that don’t require referrals 

from your GP. Support can include simple 

things like helping to fund regular 

opportunities for locals to get together in a 

COVID safe way to reconnect after the fires. 

 

It is really important to ensure that our 

community leads the way in terms of the kind 

of support we need. Melissa will be hosting a 

morning tea with representatives from local 

community groups on Sunday 27th Sept 

between 10am-12pm at Laguna Community 

Hall, to ensure that support initiatives are 

appropriate to our needs. Due to COVID 

restrictions numbers will be limited. 

 

Melissa has asked anyone who is interested to 

know about available support or has 

suggestions on what our community needs to 

move forward and is interested in attending 

the initial community discussion on Sunday 

27th September, to please contact her either by 

email: melissa.boucher@cessnock.nsw.gov.au 

or via phone: 4993-4257. 
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Bucketty Greetings 
 

As we enter Fire Season our Bucketty & 

District Brigade – which covers the Murrays 

Run, Fernances Crossing and Bucketty 

Communities –  can’t help looking back on 

the past year. Our Brigade along with all 

local brigades, was active in the fighting of 

the widespread Gospers, Little L and other 

fires which impacted Wollombi Valley/

Bucketty/Mountain areas over the summer of 

2019/20.   

 

Like many Brigades it found its efforts 

strongly supported by its local communities 

and crews from all over the State as well as 

NZ and Canada which was so appreciated 

by its members. Many followed our Brigade 

Facebook Page.  We were delighted to have 

twelve new recruits step forward to train as 

Basic Fire-fighters and despite the impact of 

COVID-19, their training is progressing well. 

 

Our Brigade was also successful in applying 

for RFS funding under the NSW post-fire 

dispersal of donated community monies and 

was able to purchase a number of 

communications and office equipment items 

which are not routinely supplied by the RFS.  

 

Drought, fire, flood, and pandemic - what a 

12 months it has been. Through it all, our 

volunteers have continued to respond to 

fires and MVAs as well as undertake regular 

training and carry out administrative duties.  

Like everyone else in these unusual times, 

we stand ready to see what our communities 

and our Brigade will be responding to as Fire 

Season 2020/21 approaches.   Keep safe 

everyone!   

 

Ann Harwood & Kerry Lannoy – Community 

Engagement Coordinators, Bucketty & 

District Brigade. 

Bucketty & District Rural Fire Brigade, Inc. 

5385 George Downes Drive,  

Bucketty 2250 

(02) 4998 8130 

buckettyrfb@gmail.com 

 

 

Volunteers working for our community... 
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Laguna PS – OON September 

We are coming up to the school holidays and 

we are all looking forward to the break! We 

will complete our first full school term of the 

year, and it has been terrific to achieve some 

consistency in student learning. 

A feature of this term has been the 

Imaginaturalist program. With scientific 

illustrator Gillian, students have observed and 

studied the world of bees as well as learning 

many different illustrative techniques. Our 

students have surprised themselves with the 

stunning works they have produced! 

Current COVID-19 restrictions mean our usual 

Kinder orientation program is curtailed, but we 

look forward to meeting next year’s Kinders at 

Laguna individually during Term 4. The 11 

expected students will make 2021 the third 

consecutive year of double-digit Kindergarten 

enrolments – a very healthy sign for the future 

of our wonderful school. 

Students are keeping active with the Heart 

Foundation Jump Rope for Heart challenge – a 

great way to keep fit and agile. We have also 

had Dimitri from the PCYC at school taking all 

of students from K-6 through gymnastic 

routines and exercises at Laguna Hall and we 

look forward to finishing the term with a visit 

to the PCYC! 
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Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc. 

The Wollombi Cultural Centre 

September - October 2020 

Open weekends 10am – 4pm 

Our next exhibition is… 
 

o 
2020 EMERGING ARTIST AWARDS  

2 - 11 October 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entries close 5pm 25 September. Entry 

forms can be downloaded from the 

WVAC website www.wollombi.org Art 

works are to be delivered to the Old 

Fireshed Gallery between noon and 

4pm on Sunday 27 September.  

It would be helpful if emerging artists 

can send their entry forms sooner 

rather than leave it until the last day, 

so that we can get an idea of numbers 

and plan the event according to covid-

19 regulations. 

Thankyou. Details will be e-mailed 

closer to the date. 

WOLLOMBI VALLEY SCULPTURE 

FESTIVAL 

17 October – 1 November 

WVAC is proudly hosting Small 

Sculptures in the Old Fireshed Gallery 

during the Wollombi Sculpture 

Festival. We are also sponsoring the 

Local 2325 Sculpture Prize, for local 

sculptors ($1,000) in the festival. 

If you are interested in volunteering to 

man one of the galleries during the 

festival please go 

to www.sculptureinthevineyards.com.au a

nd open the 'volunteers' page.  

 

The LITTLE YENGO GALLERY  re-
opened  
on 5 September. 
Strict social distancing and 
sanitizing measures are in place. 
We have some beautiful new paintings by 
Wiradjuri artist Maree Bisby and a 
major new work by Awabakal 
painter Raymond Smith. 
Please visit https://www.wollombi.org/little-
yengo-gallery to view the online gallery. 
 

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc 

Email: artscouncil@wollombi.org  
yengogallery@wollombi.org 

Web:  www.wollombi.org 
F/B: https://www.facebook.com/

artscouncilwollombi 
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Laguna Rural  

Fire Service 
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On (No)  Markets 

Big Markets like the come 

and go of the seasons are 

part of living in this Valley. 

This is regardless of 

whether you work on 

them, attend them, sell 

things at them, or stay 

home when they’re on. 

They’re part of the place. 

Now that COVID has 

banished them pro tem, we 

miss them.  But be truthful, 

like many aspects in this pandemic, 

there are bits that are nice about not 

having them. The lack of that special 

total exhaustion those who work on 

them remember; no dust and mud 

underfoot; a new quiet of the village 

(sometimes) without traffic and 

parking problems, and so on. 

But not having their income to support 

the local community activities is a vital 

issue.  The symbiosis of raising funds 

and putting them back into our 

Brigades, Pony Club,  Wollombi School 

Trust, Tennis Club and the School is 

gone. These groups and our local 

businesses feel the bite. 

So what lies ahead?  Will our Big 

Markets return one day, or will we be 

facing a new normal where other 

creative ways to support our 

community activities and groups will 

need to emerge.   

Thinking caps everyone!      

Kerry Lannoy 
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Wollombi. October 1863. 

On Monday, the 19th instant, 

about eleven p.m., our usually 

quiet town was thrown into a 

state of excitement from the 

report of a revolver, and from a 

further report that one of its 

peaceable inhabitants had been 

shot by a Trooper in the vicinity 

of the Wesleyan Chapel ground. 

It appears, from what I can glean, 

that some person wanted to effect 

an entrance into the store of Miss 

Lynch, when she raised an alarm, 

and her next door neighbour 

informed the police, when the 

meeting amongst a good assembly 

of the Wesleyans that night, and 

some were catching their horses 

and others saddling. I have been 

waiting ever since to hear of some 

explanation to this wonderful 

Affair, but it seems to have died a 

natural and lingering death, as all 

these nine days' wonders do. 

The Maitland Mercury and 

Hunter River General Advertiser. 

 

Sourced through Trove  

by Steve Sullivan 

 

sergeant took the main street 

down, and the other Trooper, with 

the person who gave them the 

information, took another 

direction, all inclining to one 

point, and the valiant Sergeant 

seeing two men running, called 

upon them to stand. 

"All right," replied one of the 

challenged men, " Don't fire," sang 

out the other, but, to the utter 

amazement of our townsman, bang 

went the revolver, and very 

fortunate for all parties concerned 

that no one was shot, considering 

the place where it happened, as I 

believe there had been a class 
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OON Subscription form, complete below    or    email to oon_news@hotmail.com  

 

I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via  □  Email (Free) or   □ Post ($60)    Renewal ?  □ Yes □ No 

 
Name:            PH:      

Postal address:                 

Email address:           DATE:     

Post  this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.  
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Diary & Events 

Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP  
Hopefully 23rd August, 2020.9am - 3pm 
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com 
 

Church Services 

St John’s Wollombi 2nd & 4th Sundays:  
10 am Holy Communion.  
During Covid the messages can be viewed later on 
YouTube. Search: ‘rev.john.west’ 
Contact: 0481 269 653 or 

info@parishofthewollombivalley.org 
Other regular Anglican church events 
Suspended during Covid 
 

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be 

on 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm  
  

Crafty Yarns 

10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

500 Cards—Wollombi 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. 

Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse 

 

Cattle Sales—Wollombi 

12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards 

Wollombi 
 

Chamber of Commerce  - Wollombi Valley 

General Meetings held every 2nd month. See 

www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue. 

 

Fire Brigade—Laguna 

Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 
8.30am followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna 
Fire Station.  Members meeting 11am after training in 
March, June, September and December. 

Fire Brigade—Wollombi 

Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire 
Station. Members meeting 11am following training in 
even months, All welcome. Enquiries to 
brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au 

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District 
Training 3

rd
 Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm 

commencing with breakfast at 8.30am. 
Members meeting 1pm on the even months.  All 
welcome. 
 

Garden Group 

1st Monday monthly.  

Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562 

 

La  conversation francaise dans  
Wollombi  17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.  
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,  
4998 3141/ 9918 9827 

 

Landcare Group  - Wollombi Valley 

Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events 

Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or 

Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  
 

Meditation at the Tipi Temple 

Thurs nights bookings essential through 

 Facebook page cost $15 

 

Museum—Wollombi 

6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly except 

January, Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

Pony Club—Wollombi Valley 

Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for 

details 

 

Pencil Orchids Writers Group 

2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343 

 

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome) 

10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi 

 

Scrabble Group 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi 

Tennis Clubhouse 
 

Stitch N’ Bitch 

11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post 

 

Second Saturday Stitchers 

10am 2nd Saturday monthly— 

usually Great Northern Trading Post 
 

Talking History 

series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm  

Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock 
Supporters Club  
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475 

 

Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at 

Wollombi School 2:00.pm  
 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association 
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall 

 

Wollombi Tidy Valleys 
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School  
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688 

Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm 
 
Pilates Classes 
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays 
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am -
 Wollombi Hall 
Phone Susan 0403 270 365 
 
YOGA  
Wollombi Community Hall 
Saturday 8.30am-9.30am 
Thursday 5.30pm-6.30pm ( School Term Only) 
Contact -Helena 0412369291 
or  elmswoodhidden@gmail.com 
 
Eureka Taekwondo   Thursdays 4pm – 5pm  
Wollombi Hall     Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951 
 
Tennis—Thursday evenings at 4 pm & Sunday to 9 am 
  
Zumba Classes: 
Zumba With Milly Ph 0414435576 
Online classes now available:  
http://jarmilaablett.zumba.com/  
 

Sport and Fitness 

mailto:artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
mailto:info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
mailto:brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
mailto:glansbury@gmail.com
mailto:elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjarmilaablett.zumba.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C385c381091eb4fce75ea08d7dff4c6d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637224114708483410&sdata=SX8olusWmDCKwsNs%2BptWiURkYyTL9MgfhfyQiHxU0zo%
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Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley 

Progress Association (WVPA) initiative co-

ordinated by volunteers. 

Articles or advertisements must be emailed 

as a word file with photos attached as a 

separate jpeg file to 

oon_news@hotmail.com no later 

than the 15th day of each month for 

publication in the following month’s edition. 

Articles are not edited but printed as 

received unless otherwise agreed and there 

is no guarantee of publication. Articles must 

be no longer than 200 words. 

WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability 

for statements made or opinions expressed 

and are not responsible for the veracity of 

articles or advertising material. 

Opinions expressed in OON are not those of  

WVPA or the OON Team, although they have 

the final word on content.  If you are 

mentioning someone in an article please 

check details and facts with them and obtain 

their permission prior to submitting any 

articles for print. All rights reserved: no part 

of artwork/photography for this publication 

in whole or in part may be reproduced 

without the permission of the OON Team. 

We welcome your comments by email.  We 

hope you enjoy reading your copy of OON 

and thank you for supporting our 

community. 

OON Team 

Local Accommodation 

Great Northern Trading Post  02 4998 8244 

Laguna Village Providore   02 4038 5004 

Millfield General Store   02 4998 1263 

Myrtle House Cafe    02 4998 3220 

Panino Restaurant    02 4998 3403 

Twine Home Store    02 4498 3331 

Wollombi General Store   02 4998 3230 

Wollombi Tavern    02 4998 3261 

Restaurants, Pubs and Stores 

          B e l l b i r d 

Tabitha Hill Cottage    0429 657 166  
 
    L a g u n a  
Arcadian Retreat     0429 397 353  
Byora Farm House     02 4998 8227 

Ipakey Cottage     02 4998 3219 
Laguna  Cottages     02 4998 3219 
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm   0407 224 150  
Twin Pines Cottage     0403 083 381 
Valle Laguna     0408 809 471  
Valley Field Escape    02 4998 3312   
 
   M i l l f I e l d  
 
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages    0414 786 705 
Neudorf Country Retreat     0414 920 013  
 
   C o n g e w a i 
 
Brown Muir Cottage    0409 416 416 
 
   W o l l o m b i   
 
Applegums      0419 416 416 
Blair Athol Estate     02 4998 3323 
Bellbird Valley     0409 416 416 
Capers Cottage     0409 305 285 
Cedar Creek Cottages    02 4998 1576 
Cowboys Cabin     0423 109 558 
Dilly Dally at Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern   02 4998 3261 
The Farm @ Hunter Escape   0418 114 303 
Grays Inn      02 4998 3483 
Gypsy Willows     02 4998 3404 
Hollybrook Hunter Valley     02 4998 3245  
Hunter Valley Escapes    0409 416 416 
Ironbark Cottage     02 4998 3427 
Maggies in Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Mystwood Retreats     02 4998 3234 
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation   0409 416 416 
Pepper Tree Cottage    0416 039 081 
Redleaf Hunter Valley    0412 566 637 
The Shed      02 4998 3219 
Somewhere Unique    02 4998 3257 
The Studios      02 4998 3182 
The Love Shack     0409 416 416 
Tiny Escape      0426 891 870 
Undercliff Settlers Cottage   02 4998 3322 
Wild Edge Retreat     02 4998 3304 

Wollombi Barn Stay     02 4998 3221 
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....  0422 515 905 
Wollombi Bush Retreat     0432 156 396  
Wollombi Farm Country House    0416 039 081 
Wollombi Stays     0416 039 081 
Woodcutters House    0416 039 081 
Yango Creek Farmhouse    0416 039 081 


