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Cessnock City Council is proud to have 

hosted the first Bush Fire Recovery 

Community Forum in the Cessnock Local 

Government Area (LGA) recently at Laguna 

Community Hall. 
Facilitated by Melissa Boucher, Council’s 
recently appointed Community Recovery 
Officer, and organised with assistance from the 
Wollombi Valley Progress Association (WVPA), 
the meeting supplied valuable information 
about grants and support to bush fire affected 
residents and community groups. 

The meeting also served as a forum for 

attendees to share their needs around bush fire 

and disaster preparedness and recovery. 

Approximately 25 community members 

representing 14 community groups from 

Bucketty, Laguna, Wollombi and Payne’s 

Crossing were in attendance as well as 

representatives from Resilience NSW and 

Service NSW. 

Melissa Boucher said the meeting was an 

important opportunity for residents to get 

assistance and voice their concerns. 
“This first forum has served to provide those 
most heavily impacted during our last bush fire 

season with the chance to share 
their ideas around preparedness 
and recovery,” she said. 
“Following the meeting we 
received extremely positive 
feedback about the clear 
objectives set by Council and 
we’re looking forward to 
establishing a working group for 

Local resident and forum attendee, Glyn Patrick, with 

Council's Community Recovery Officer,  

Melissa Boucher. 

interested residents who will assist us in 
preparing as a community.” 
Attendees described the forum as a good first 
step to helping the community be more 
prepared. 

“It was such a welcome and well-run 

meeting. We were made aware of the many 

support initiatives in place locally to help rebuild 

and reconnect our fire affected Wollombi 

Valley,” said Paynes Crossing resident, Glyn 

Patrick. 

President of the WVPA, Simone Smith, said the 

meeting was an excellent opportunity for 

representatives from many local community 

groups to contribute their feedback. 

“The meeting provided a broad insight into the 

problems faced locally during last year's fire 

emergency, and highlighted the importance of 

the community consultation process, so that 

government funding and assistance can be 

directed to where it’s most needed at a local 

level,” she said. 
Future meetings are being planned for the 
Pokolbin and Bucketty areas. Community 
groups interested in meeting with Melissa are 
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Trivia – Australian 

painting 
 

1. ‘Snake’ in MONA, Hobart was 

painted by? 

2. Which artist born in Adelaide, 1875

-1963, concentrated on still life and 

printmaking? 

3. Who won first prize in the 2011 

Gallipoli Art Prize and lives at Laguna? 

4. Who painted ‘Shearing the Rams’? 

5. Which artist came under the spell of 

the Hahndorf SA countryside? 

6. The Australian poet Douglas 

Stewart wrote a memoir of which 

painter? 

7. Who painted ‘The Big Bad Banksia 

Men’? 

8. Which artist succumbed to a heroin 

overdose aged 53? 

9. Name the artist 1902-1959 who 

was an Arrente man from the 

MacDonnell Ranges. 

10. An Art Centre in Murwillumbah 

celebrates the career and legacy of 

which artist? 

 

Wollombi Valley Progress 

Association Update 

 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association have 

sought information from Optus CEO James 

Daley regarding potential sites for an Optus 

mobile tower that would provide optimum 

coverage for Laguna Emergency Services in 

the Black Spot area around Fernances 

Crossing and Lemmings Corner . 

 

Optus – Australian Federal Government 

Mobile Blackspot - EOI 

 

CPS act on behalf of Optus and would like to 

talk to landowners interested in leasing a 

portion of land for a telecommunications 

facility as part of the Federal Government 

Mobile Blackspot Program. The Federal 

Government’s Mobile Blackspot Program is 

an initiative to improve telecommunications 

coverage in regional and remote 

communities. Access to mobile coverage is 

vital in times of emergency as experienced 

during the most recent bushfire season. The 

facility will be jointly funded by Optus and 

the Australian Federal Government. Sites 

with proximity to 3 Phase Power and good 

access are preferable. Contact James Daly 

from CPS Global on 0410 113 644 or via 

email jamesd@cpsglobal.com 
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 WOLLOMBI. Nov. 26th 1875. 

ON Tuesday last Wollombi was 

enlivened and interested in the 

hearing of a case of burglary and 

the presence of two of the 

expounders of the law, which 

created a little diversion in our 

hitherto quiet town. The-result of 

hearing was the committal of the 

two men charged. 

The Superintendent of Police paid 

a visit to Wollombi, and inspected 

police quarters and accoutrements 

on the same day, so that an influx 

of visitors to Wollombi was quite 

an event. 

vicinity of Laguna, and the smoke 

is very dense. 

Harvest operations are going 

forward the weather being suitable 

for this. Stock must soon feel the 

effects of' the dry weather as feed 

and water are becoming daily 

scarcer. 

No stock has been along this line 

for several weeks. 

Miners Advocate and 

Northumberland Recorder. 

 

Sourced through Trove 

by Steve Sullivan 

 

Yesterday (Thursday) the youngest 

son of Mr. Moses Jones, innkeeper, 

of Wollombi met with a severe 

accident by being thrown from his 

horse, and receiving a severe scalp 

wound, laying the skull bare. He 

was promptly assisted, and his 

injuries attended to by a medical 

gentleman; the wound required to 

be stitched. 

The weather still continues very 

dry and everything in the way of 

vegetation is suffering 

considerably for lack of moisture. 

Bush fires are raging in' the 
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“By Appointment” 

“By Appointment” 
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AT Laguna Community Bushfire Recovery Forum Morning Tea Wollombi, Laguna and 

Bucketty  RFS  received a  donation raised by St. John's  Harvest Festival Auction with help from 

St .James Anglican Church in Wyong.    

Mary e. Levy 
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Laguna Public School 
 

With the easing of some of the COVID-19 

restrictions on schools, we are very pleased to 

be able to hold Orientation sessions in Term 4 

for students enrolling at Laguna PS for 

Kindergarten 2021. The dates are: 

- Tues 27th October (9.30 a.m. - 11.30 
a.m.) 

- Tues 3rd November (9.30 a.m. – 11.30 
a.m.) 

- Friday 27th November (9.30 a.m. – 3.30 
p.m.) 

Please contact our school on 4998 8251 for 

further details! 

This is of course the last term for our seven 

Year 6 students, who are beetling off to their 

respective high schools next year – four 

different high schools in fact. Great news this 

week for two of our students, Meg and 

Tamsyn, who are bound for Mount View HS 

and have won a place in the highly 

competitive Academic Enrichment class, a 

fitting reward for all of their effort and 

application! 

 

 

Our annual Presentation Night is the highlight 

of our school calendar, and eagerly 

anticipated by our students. Unfortunately, at 

this point in time, we are not permitted to 

hold our usual ‘live’ event, and have a 

contingency plan in place to hold a ‘virtual’ 

event that will be available to all parents. We 

remain hopeful that we will be able to hold 

our usual event, and 

we will keep our 

school community 

posted! 

 

Craig Howe, 

Principal 
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Dear Sculptors and Sculpture Lovers, 

  

The Winners of the 2020 Wollombi Valley 

Sculpture Festival are: 

 

First Prize: Stephen King - Tongue and Groove 

(Top Left) 

Small Sculpture Prize: Johann Tovar Carrera - 

Portal 1 (Top Right) 

Highly Commended: Amanda Lockton - Fire’s 

Edge (Bottom Left) 

Artist in Residence Prize: Gavin Vitullo - 

Monument to the Fallen (Bottom Middle) 

2325 Locals Prize: Rode Vella - Fatigue (Bottom 

Right) 

 

Congratulations to our Winners and sincere 

thanks to our Judges, Sarah Johnson and John 

McDonald. 

 

Sculpture in the Vineyards, The Wollombi Valley 

Sculpture Festival is in it’s 18th year. 

 

Held over 16 days, including 3 weekends in the 

middle of spring, this not-for-profit Sculpture 

Exhibition is one of the oldest and largest 

sculpture festivals in Regional NSW. 

 

This year, 166 works from 103 sculptors have 

been selected for the exhibition from the 300 

national and international submissions received.  

This year’s selection includes seven previous 

Sculpture by the Sea major prize winners: Peter 

Lundberg, Paul Selwood, Jorg Plickat, Michael le 

Grand, Stephen King, Libby Bloxham and Harrie 

Fasher. Other highly respected artists include 

Stephen Coburn, Ron Robertson-Swann, Ayako 

Saito, Peter Tilley, Louis Pratt, Fiona Kemp, Hui 

Selwood, James McCallum and Robert Barnstone 

who won the major prize in 2019. Emerging 

artists, Amanda Lockton and Daniel Schwartz 

have also been selected again this year. 

 

After drought, bushfires and COVID Lockdown, 

Wollombi is lush and green again and our 

community is ready to welcome you to our 

beautiful valley. 

   

Kind regards, 

Susan Leith-Miller  

Director 

Sculpture in the Vineyards, 
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Notices and advertising in Our Own 
News 

 

Payments for Advertising and notices are 
what keeps OON going and we are happy  

to provide a rate sheet. If you are 
interested 

 in advertising in OON or placing notices 
please contact us to assess  

what costs are involved.     
oon_news@hotmail.com 

Earlier this year, Wollombi 

Valley Progress working with 

Cessnock City Council (CCC), invited 

local landholders to take part in the 

Strategic Plan for our Local 

Government Area for the next 30 

years (2036).  

Community input contributed to the 

CCC's acknowledgement of the 

"national significance and unique 

heritage of the Wollombi Valley" and 

also the importance of protecting 

the established and emerging tourist 

industry. 

A direct result of this inclusion in the 

Strategic Plan was that Council 

unanimously resolved to outline 

their concerns to Deputy Premier, 

John Barilaro. 

 

Wollombi Valley Progress has 

included John Barilaro's response 

next page and will continue to seek 

information to keep our community 

informed. 

 

Simone Smith 

President Wollombi Valley Progress 

Association 
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Wollombi Valley  

Arts Council Inc. 

The Wollombi Cultural Centre 

October - November 2020 
 

2020 EMERGING ARTIST  

AWARDS         
The WVAC 13th Annual Emerging Artist 

Awards were streamed online on Friday 2 

October. We wish to thank all artists for 

their entries and the many volunteers and 

committee members that helped make this 

evening a success. We congratulate the 

award winners and thank judges Paul 

Selwood and Ambrose Reisch, 

and sponsors Emile Faugere and Greg 

Major. Thanks to the home audience for 

your virtual attendance. 

 

The Award winners can be viewed on our 

website www.wollombi.org  

All entries can be seen, plus the video of 

the Awards night. 
                      

18th WOLLOMBI VALLEY 
SCULPTURE FESTIVAL  

Small Sculptures in  
The OLD FIRESHED GALLERY 

17 October - 1 November 2020 

OPEN DAILY 10am - 4pm 
For its 18th year, the highly acclaimed 

cultural festival, Sculpture in the Vineyards 

is returning to Wollombi. WVAC is proudly 

exhibiting 24 small sculptures in the Old 

Fireshed Gallery. We are also sponsoring the 

Local 2325 Sculpture Prize for local sculptors 

in the festival. 

     This year 166 works from 103 sculptors have 

been selected for the exhibition from the 300 

national and international 

submissions. Ranging from sophisticated, 

modernist art works to whimsical and often 

ephemeral works, the festival celebrates 

contemporary sculpture in all its forms.                                       

www.sculptureinthevineyards.com 

 

"MIXED MESSAGES"  
Paintings - Katrina Rose 

Ceramics - Susan Myerson 
14 - 29 November 2020 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WAYNE KRAUSE   

5 – 20 December 2020 
The Old Fireshed Gallery 

 
Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc 

Email:artscouncil@wollombi.org  

yengogallery@wollombi.org 

Web:  www.wollombi.org 

F/B: https://www.facebook.com/

artscouncilwollombi 
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SAVE THE DATE  

Community Bushfire Recovery Event 

Date: Friday 27th November, 2020 

Time: 5pm-10pm 

Venue: Laguna Village Green 

  

Cessnock City Council has obtained funding 

from the Commonwealth & NSW Governments 

to hold a Community Bushfire Recovery event 

which aims to celebrate community 

connections, bring neighbours together and 

acknowledge all the volunteers who worked 

to support the communities from Bucketty to 

Pokolbin and everywhere in between, during 

the bushfires of 2019/2020. 

 This will be a FREE Family Friendly event for 

all volunteers, families, friends and local 

residents to reconnect with each after the 

bushfire and COVID lockdown period.  

To ensure a COVID safe event, tickets will be 

required, as numbers will be limited. Tickets 

are yet to be released and will be available 

online. You will be notified once they are 

available with details on how to obtain them. 

Tickets will allow you free entry, a meal & non

-alcoholic drink, treats for the kids, jumping 

castle, slide, live music & an outdoor cinema 

experience when the sun goes down. 

 Participants will be encouraged to bring a 

picnic blanket to allow physical distancing 

while enjoying the activities & entertainment. 

 Please save this date & watch out for further 

communication on how to obtain tickets, 

when this event has been confirmed. 

   

Regards, 

Mel 

Wollombi Tennis has provided our wonderful 

clubhouse and surrounds to ‘Pop Up Eats’ to 

produce their great meals for the community 

Monday – Friday (5 -8pm ) during the Sculpture 

Festival.  Come and experience an enjoyable 

evening. 

Regards 

Jan  
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The Bushfire Danger Period started on 1st October and runs until 21st March 

2021. During this time we are all required to apply for a Fire Permit for any fires 

we wish to undertake (with the exception of cooking fires). 

 

Fire Permits   

Fire Permits can be applied for by  

contacting your local brigade fire  

permit officers.  

Notification  

Once you have your fire permit after  

contacting  your local permit officers  

above you must also:  
 

▪ Notify Lower Hunter Fire Comm  
 of your burn at least 24 hours before  
 you burn.  This should be done via the  

 online form at  www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify  If you do not  
 have access to a computer  you can call 1800 890 533.  
 
▪ Notify your adjacent neighbours at least 24 hours before  

burning (including those separated by a road, lane or waterway) 

 to allow them time to prepare. 
 

For more information about the Bushfire Danger Period  

and Fire Permits visit:   

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP     

Check the Fire Danger Rating and weather conditions  

to be sure its safe to burn on that day.   

Be Prepared, Get Ready and Stay Safe this Fire Season.   
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OON Subscription form, complete below    or    email to oon_news@hotmail.com  

 

I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via  □  Email (Free) or   □ Post ($60)    Renewal ?  □ Yes □ No 

 
Name:            PH:      

Postal address:                 

Email address:           DATE:     

Post  this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.  
  

Trivia Answers 

 

1. Sidney Nolan 

2. Margaret Preston 

3. Hadyn Wilson 

4.Tom Roberts 

5. Hans Heysen 

6. Norman Lindsay 

7. May Gibbs 

8. Brett Whiteley 

9. Albert Namatjira 

10. Margaret Olley 
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Ngarralingayil Barker 
The staff and students across both 

campuses continue to amaze me. The 

dedication to learning, preparation, 

attitude and continued interest in 

culture are highlights every day at 

Darkinjung and Ngarralingayil 

Barker. As we continue to push 

through this pandemic, improvement 

in all key learning areas is evident 

within the day to day learning. As our 

students arrive each morning the 

sound of laughter and excitement and 

children running into school shows 

we have something special. 

Darkinjung and Ngarralingayil 

continue to blossom – our students 

are a gift. 

Darkinjung and Ngarralingayil Barker 

celebrated National Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day. 

Joe Williams, an ex Rabbitoh joined us 

and shared his story. We learned 

about his strength and determination 

and about the NRL clubs he played 

for. He also shared with us stories 

from his boxing career. The children 

all enjoyed listening and learning 

from him especially when he spoke 

about Aboriginal Culture. 

Please get in contact with the school 

on 0436 949 689 if you wish to come 

and visit. We would love to start 

meeting more people from the 

community. Wollombi and surrounds 

are just lovely! 

 

Jamie Shackleton 

Director of Aboriginal Campuses 
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Thank you to all who helped run 

our Progress stall: Wollombi No 

Place for a Mine, over the long 

weekend. Each day visitors and 

residents came to the stall, signed 

the petition, some were 

interviewed regarding their 

thoughts on mining and the 

potential Wollombi mine. Each day 

a raffle of local foods and products 

was won, the money raised, close 

to $400, to be used for a 

defibrillator for the Village Green.  

The stall was supported by 

Sustainable Natives who sold lots 

of trees, shrubs, plants and 

grasses. With the recent rain it is a 

good time to be planting natives. 

Chris Davey 
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Bird of the Month 

For the past two weeks I have heard an 

unknown bird call at morning and again at 

evening. I wondered if it was a dove or a 

cuckoo. I imitated the call to a bird watcher 

friend Alister who had the answer in a flash – 

a koala! We both laughed. Now I am ready to 

go looking for the koala, however, the calling 

has stopped. I hope it found a mate.  

This month’s bird is the White-cheeked 

Honeyeater – Phylidonyris nigra. I only 

identified it last spring as a different bird from 

the New Holland Honeyeater which was 

named by, (is this bird column complete 

without mentioning his name?), you guessed 

it our man Latham. The white cheeked 

introduces us to a new bird namer: Bechstein 

1811. Sometimes these naturalists are as 

interesting as the birds they name. Johann 

Matthaus Bechstein 1757-1822 was a 

German naturalist, forester, ornithologist, 

entomologist and herpetologist. In 

researching Bechstein I find that Latham is 

referred to as the “grandfather of Australian 

ornithology” while Bechstein is the “father of 

German ornithology” for he produced the first 

modern handbook of German birds and 

encouraged protection for many species 

including bats and one is named in his 

honour. Back to this month’s bird. The 

conspicuous large white cheek and dark eye 

are the two main differences between these 

look- a-like honeyeaters. Size is 16-19 cm. 

Its nest is lined with pieces of flowers. The 

white cheeked feeds mainly on nectar also 

some insects. Callistemons and  stringybarks 

are blossoming, both are good nectar 

producers. The final interesting fact indicates 

I need to look more closely at the birds I think 

I’m identifying: white cheeked honeyeaters 

are mostly resident. 

Chris Davey 

Special thanks to Julie Macdonald from Noyce Wines for all 

her efforts in assisting with the Wollombi Valley Progress 

fundraising raffle, Raza from Laguna Providore, Maggie 

Photo of White-cheeked Honeyeater by 

Larry Dunis   

http://www.bushpea.com 

Brown, Linda 

Wilkinson and Helen 

Moore for their 

generous donations. 
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How is your Mental Wellbeing at 

the moment? 
Melissa Boucher, Community Recovery 

Officer, for Cessnock Council, is encouraging 

our community to take time to look after your 

own mental health; take time to check in with 

your neighbours, friends, colleagues and 

family; and take time to listen and to be kind. 

 

The Rural Adversity Mental Health Program 

(RAMHP) has officially launched a 

new magazine called Take 

Time, capturing people’s stories of hope 

through adversity from across the country. 

Take Time includes ten personal lived 

experience stories from across NSW. The key 

theme is ‘connection through change’ with 

stories covering issues of grief, disaster, 

isolation and many other life changes. Each 

story highlights the importance of connection 

with other individuals, the environment and 

the community.  

 

The magazine also includes tips and strategies 

to improve your mental wellbeing as well as a 

comprehensive mental health directory. At the 

moment, Take Time can be accessed in its 

online form at www.taketimemagazine.com.au 

or www.ramhp.com.au/take-time-magazine 

with hard copies will begin to be distributed in 

November. 

 

RAMHP encourages everyone to take 

time to read and share this magazine with 

family, friends and colleagues. For any 

questions, please don’t hesitate to call 

Matthew Milne on 0437 898 044. 

 

Melissa would also like to let our community 

know about local FREE OF CHARGE mental & 

financial wellbeing support services that our 

community can access if you or someone you 

know would like to reach out & speak to 

someone about how they are feeling. Just 

mention that you are ringing from a Bushfire 

affected community to access these services. 

 

Organisation Contact Name Details 

Lifeline Megan Son Hing is the Cessnock Lifeline Peer Worker.  

Megan can meet with you in person at a café or other public 

space, or chat over the phone. She is a first point of contact if 

you would like to chat with someone about how you are 

feeling. There is no cost to speak/meet up with Megan. 

 

Steve Hessell is a Psychologist & works from Cessnock Youth 

Centre every second Wednesday. He can offer 10 FREE 

psychological counselling sessions. 

 

Dean Bayliss – Community Engagement Coordinator for 

Lifeline. Dean is also available to help link you in with local 

support services & is available to meet in person or chat over 

the phone. 

Mobile: 0468 629 097  

Email: 

megan.sonhing@lifeline.org.au 

 

Phone: 1300 152 854  

 

 

Mobile: 0419 298 213  

Email: 

dean.bayliss@lifeline.org.au 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna  and surrounding districts                                                                                            18 

Issue 448 -  Our Own News - November 2020 

Farm Gate 

Support 

Program 

Pam Seccombe - Peer Support Worker for Cessnock. Pam 

is available 2-3 days per week.  

Dave Rosewarne – Farm Gate Counsellor for Cessnock. 

Dave is available 5 days per week. 

 

Pam & Dave are available to chat to over the phone or 

meet in person & provide FREE mental wellbeing & 

emotional support to rural people. They can arrange to 

meet with you at your home or another location of your 

choice (café, library, park or more formal setting such as 

Cessnock Youth Centre) to provide personal support and 

counselling. 

 

Counselling Hotline  

Ring: 0477 322 851 to speak to 

either Pam or Dave or to organise 

a visit from either of them. 

Rural Aid Rural 

Counsellor 

FREE mobile support service. Unlimited support visits/calls 

Gary Bentley - rural counsellor offers face to face or 

phone counselling in financial or personal matters. 

Mobile: 0499 527 327 for a chat 

over the phone or meet in person 

at a location of your choice. 

 

Samaritans 

Bushfire 

Financial 

Counselling 

Graham Smith – Financial Counsellor.  

Graham helps people who may be having trouble paying 

bills, finding it hard to manage money, need help to 

negotiate with businesses chasing outstanding payment of 

bills. He can help you apply for hardship variations with 

creditors. 

Mobile: 0437 368 967  

Email: 

graham.smith@samaritans.org.au 

 

Hunter Primary 

Care – Hunter 

Psychosocial 

Support Service 

FREE telephone or face to face psychology service. 12 FREE 

sessions. More if required. No Referral Required 

You will be assessed over the phone to determine your 

needs for immediate help. You can then make an 

appointment for face to face counselling at Cessnock, 

Maitland, Warabrook, Singleton, Kurri; or a Telehealth or 

video consultation (3-4 week wait for all services). 

Phone: 4935-3039 to make an 

appointment.  

Service NSW

  

Brooke Moy – Cessnock Support Service Specialist (SSS)

Brooke is located at the Cessnock Service NSW Centre. She 

can help you with any enquiries about support available 

through Service NSW, including bushfire support, as well as 

information and support on the Cost of Living Program, 

which looks at where savings can be made across many 

difference services providers including electricity, gas, 

telephone, insurance, discounts, etc. 

Ring 13 77 88 and request an 

appointment with Brooke Moy, 

your local Cessnock SSS. 
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Diary & Events 

Artisan Market Laguna Held Quarterly at GNTP  
Sunday 6th December 2020.9am - 3pm 
contact: Janine - artisansmlaguna@gmail.com 
 

Church Services 

St John’s Wollombi 2nd & 4th Sundays:  
10 am Holy Communion.  
During Covid the messages can be viewed later on 
YouTube. Search: ‘rev.john.west’ 
Contact: 0481 269 653 or 

info@parishofthewollombivalley.org 
Other regular Anglican church events 
Suspended during Covid 
 

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be 

on 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm  
  

Crafty Yarns 

10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

500 Cards—Wollombi 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. 

Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse 

 

Cattle Sales—Wollombi 

12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards 

Wollombi 
 

Chamber of Commerce  - Wollombi Valley 

General Meetings held every 2nd month. See 

www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue. 

 

Fire Brigade—Laguna 

Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 
8.30am followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna 
Fire Station.  Members meeting 11am after training in 
March, June, September and December. 

Fire Brigade—Wollombi 

Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire 
Station. Members meeting 11am following training in 
even months, All welcome. Enquiries to 
brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au 

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District 
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm 
commencing with breakfast at 8.30am. 
Members meeting 1pm on the even months.  All 
welcome. 
 

Garden Group 

1st Monday monthly.  

Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562 

 

La  conversation francaise dans  
Wollombi  17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.  
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,  
4998 3141/ 9918 9827 

 

Landcare Group  - Wollombi Valley 

Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events 

Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or 

Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  
 

Meditation at the Tipi Temple 

Thurs nights bookings essential through 

 Facebook page cost $15 

 

Museum—Wollombi 

6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly 

except January, Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

Pony Club—Wollombi Valley 

Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for 

details 

 

Pencil Orchids Writers Group 

2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343 

 

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome) 

10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi 

 

Scrabble Group 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi 

Tennis Clubhouse 
 

Stitch N’ Bitch 

11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post 

 

Second Saturday Stitchers 

10am 2nd Saturday monthly— 

usually Great Northern Trading Post 
 

Talking History 

series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm  

Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock 
Supporters Club  
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475 

 

Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at 

Wollombi School 2:00.pm  
 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association 
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall 

 

Wollombi Tidy Valleys 
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School  
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688 

Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm 
 
Pilates Classes 
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays 
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am -
 Wollombi Hall 
Phone Susan 0403 270 365 
 
YOGA  
Wollombi Community Hall 
Saturday 8.30am-9.30am 
Thursday 5.30pm-6.30pm ( School Term Only) 
Contact -Helena 0412369291 
or  elmswoodhidden@gmail.com 
 
Eureka Taekwondo   Thursdays 4pm – 5pm  
Wollombi Hall     Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951 
 
Tennis—Thursday evenings at 4 pm & Sunday to 9 am 
  
Zumba Classes: 
Zumba With Milly 
Mon & Fri 9:00am Laguna Hall 
Ph 0414435576 
Online classes at: http://jarmilaablett.zumba.com/  

Sport and Fitness 

mailto:artisansmlaguna@gmail.com
mailto:info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
mailto:brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
mailto:glansbury@gmail.com
mailto:elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjarmilaablett.zumba.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C72f9e41d105e4c8f865a08d85e1c4707%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637362822831891768&sdata=i01ogq0K4fTsIKUKn65zMF0Riu71%2FKEMQde9C3Ee1qg%
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Issue 448 -  Our Own News - November 2020 

Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley 

Progress Association (WVPA) initiative co-

ordinated by volunteers. 

Articles or advertisements must be emailed 

as a word file with photos attached as a 

separate jpeg file to 

oon_news@hotmail.com no later 

than the 15th day of each month for 

publication in the following month’s edition. 

Articles are not edited but printed as 

received unless otherwise agreed and there 

is no guarantee of publication. Articles must 

be no longer than 200 words. 

WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability 

for statements made or opinions expressed 

and are not responsible for the veracity of 

articles or advertising material. 

Opinions expressed in OON are not those of  

WVPA or the OON Team, although they have 

the final word on content.  If you are 

mentioning someone in an article please 

check details and facts with them and obtain 

their permission prior to submitting any 

articles for print. All rights reserved: no part 

of artwork/photography for this publication 

in whole or in part may be reproduced 

without the permission of the OON Team. 

We welcome your comments by email.  We 

hope you enjoy reading your copy of OON 

and thank you for supporting our 

community. 

OON Team 

Local Accommodation 

Gallery 33 Laguna    02 4998 8282 

Great Northern Trading Post  02 4998 8244 

Laguna Village Providore   02 4038 5004 

Millfield General Store   02 4998 1263 

Myrtle House Cafe    02 4998 3220 

Panino Restaurant    02 4998 3403 

Twine Home Store    02 4498 3331 

Wollombi General Store   02 4998 3230 

Wollombi Tavern    02 4998 3261 

Restaurants, Pubs and Stores 

          B e l l b i r d 

Tabitha Hill Cottage    0429 657 166  
 
    L a g u n a  
Arcadian Retreat     0429 397 353  
Byora Farm House     02 4998 8227 

Ipakey Cottage     02 4998 3219 
Laguna  Cottages     02 4998 3219 
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm   0407 224 150  
Twin Pines Cottage     0403 083 381 
Valle Laguna     0408 809 471  
Valley Field Escape    02 4998 3312   
 
   M i l l f I e l d  
 
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages    0414 786 705 
Neudorf Country Retreat     0414 920 013  
 
   C o n g e w a i 
 
Brown Muir Cottage    0409 416 416 
 
   W o l l o m b i   
 
Applegums      0419 416 416 
Blair Athol Estate     02 4998 3323 
Bellbird Valley     0409 416 416 
Capers Cottage     0409 305 285 
Cedar Creek Cottages    02 4998 1576 
Cowboys Cabin     0423 109 558 
Dilly Dally at Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern   02 4998 3261 
The Farm @ Hunter Escape   0418 114 303 
Grays Inn      02 4998 3483 
Gypsy Willows     02 4998 3404 
Hollybrook Hunter Valley     02 4998 3245  
Hunter Valley Escapes    0409 416 416 
Ironbark Cottage     02 4998 3427 
Maggies in Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Mystwood Retreats     02 4998 3234 
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation   0409 416 416 
Pepper Tree Cottage    0416 039 081 
Redleaf Hunter Valley    0412 566 637 
The Shed      02 4998 3219 
Somewhere Unique    02 4998 3257 
The Studios      02 4998 3182 
The Love Shack     0409 416 416 
Tiny Escape      0426 891 870 
Undercliff Settlers Cottage   02 4998 3322 

Wild Edge Retreat     02 4998 3304 
Wollombi Barn Stay     02 4998 3221 
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....  0422 515 905 
Wollombi Bush Retreat     0432 156 396  
Wollombi Farm Country House    0416 039 081 
Wollombi Stays     0416 039 081 
Woodcutters House    0416 039 081 
Yango Creek Farmhouse    0416 039 081 


