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Dog and Cat
Beds and Accessories
http:/growls-hisses.com
0421431451
houndsfelines@mail.com

Valley Artists wishes everyone a Happy New Year. The
exciting news is, we are working towards performing a play in
June, in accordance with COVID rules so watch this space. In the
meantime Valley Artists AGM will be held on Sunday February
7th, 4pm at the back of Wollombi General Store. All positions will
be open. All welcome.

Cheers
Cath Patterson
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“By Appointment”

“By Appointment”
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We are excited about getting our new school
year underway! Students return on Friday
29th January, and we look forward to
welcoming back our 2020 cohort and
meeting our new students both in
Kindergarten and across the older years.

Plans are already in place for the return of the
P&C Art Show in August, a glittering event and
the major fund raiser for our school.

On behalf of all Laguna PS staff, we wish the
local community a safe and prosperous 2021!

We also look forward to an easing of the
restrictions placed upon our school
operations as a result of COVID19 last year.
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Your Valley’s Providore!
Raza Hasanovic has been running Laguna Village
Providore for two and a half years now. She stocks a
wide range of fresh fruit and vegetables, cheeses,
delicatessen lines and sourdoughs. Barely a month
has gone by without her introducing some new food
line and in January this year, Raza expanded her
floor area by nearly a third!
The Providore has been an outstanding success.
Those of us who shop there have come to depend
on Raza and her brother, Mick, for reliable produce
and exemplary service. Raza clearly loves working
with people and she never forgets a name. For her, it
is all about the customer and she is extremely
grateful for the support of her regular locals and
visitors alike.

While the Providore is located in Laguna, it serves the
entire Wollombi Valley. Whether you live in Blaxlands
or Dairy Arm, Yango Creek, Murrays Run, Narone
Creek, Milsons Arm, Watagan or wherever, why not
cut down on trips to Cessnock and shop local?

Alister Wilkinson

As far as possible, fresh produce is sourced locally,
either from the Wollombi Valley, Kulnura or
Mangrove Mountain. Raza and Mick resist prepackaging fruit and vegetables in plastic or
polystyrene trays. So if you want to buy just one
tomato or a dozen, you are free to select what you
want, rather than what the supermarket parcels up to
the detriment of the environment.
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OON Subscription form, complete below
I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via

□

or

email to oon_news@hotmail.com

Email (Free) or

Name:

□ Post ($60)

Renewal ?

□ Yes

□ No

PH:

Postal address:
Email address:

DATE:

Post this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.
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Wollombi Valley Pony Club riders enjoyed many exciting events towards the end of last
year, making up for the rally days lost during the period of Covid shutdown and ground
closure. Pictured below are some of our riders preparing for a cross country competition at
Wollombi Recreation Ground. A timely reminder to all riders that approved helmets and back
protectors are mandatory for cross country jumping.
Pony Club Registration is online this year
and in order to simplify this process for
members Wollombi Pony Club Executive
will be offering their time to assist.
Our aim is to recommence Rally days
in early to mid February depending
on the heat and ground preparation.

All enquiries,
Simone Smith
49988214
simoneandcompany@gmail.com
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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On Night Lights
When we first moved to our ridge,
Bucketty and Laguna local
residents groups were still
individually meeting, having not yet
felt the scalding blow-out of a
sudden increase in Association
insurance costs which led them to
merge with Wollombi Valley
Progress Association.
As newbies we happily absorbed
local mores and practices. One we
learnt early to respect and practise
and which is now gone, was the
strong widespread Valley and
ridges culture of protecting the
night sky. We all did this at the
time by ensuring that any outdoor
lights were shielded or directed in
ways that minimised their impact
on the starry-starry night skies. It
was a community thing.
In the 24 years since of course
there has been a growth of horizon
light from the spreading town
populations, and an increase in
local resident numbers. Outdoor
living too has become more
popular with large floodlights and
pretty tiny lights strung with great
largesse. The night sky featured
less and less.

Trivia

Australian City Rivers

Name the river associated with:
C’est la vie you say. Yes, but I do
so miss looking up at what was
truly a far more crunchy crusty
spangle of stars in the sky at night.
Just sayin’.
Kerry Lannoy

1. Melbourne
2. Alice Springs
3. Newcastle
4. Hobart
5. Canberra
6. Adelaide
7. Brisbane
8. Rockhampton
9. Albury and Wodonga
10. Devonport
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blog/mathspuzzles
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Wollombi February 10th
1852.
It appears that an American
reaping machine, with
English improvements,
rendering it nearly perfect,
was exhibited at the glass
Palace. Would it not be a
small portion of the
Government funds
advantageously expended, to
have one of those
machinesBottom of Form
brought to this colony, that
our clever artisans might
make others of like kind for
general use and if a thrashing

machine of the most improved
construction wore added, it
would be of infinite advantage
to the colony, in lessening the
expense of labour. Knowing,
as many of us do, that steam
engines have been erected on
large farming establishments
in England to lessen the
expense of labour, when the
rate is only half what it is in
this colony where rations are
added, which is uniformly the
case here, it must appear selfevident how needful to the
future welfare of the colonist
that improved machines

should be obtained from the
old country. If two such
machines as have been
referred to were imported, the
expense would not be likely to
exceed one hundred pounds,
and such a trifle for such a
purpose the Council doubtless
would instantly sanction.
The Sydney Morning
Herald.
Sourced through Trove by
Steve Sullivan

Notices and advertising
in Our Own News
Payments for Advertising and notices
are what keeps the OON going and we
are happy to provide a rate sheet.
If you are interested
in advertising in the OON or placing
notices please contact us to assess
what costs are involved.
oon_news@hotmail.com
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts
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MORE ABOUT GRANTS FOR
OUR VALLEY!
Wollombi Valley Progress Association
has been busily pursuing further Grant
Funding for the Wollombi Valley
Community.
As reported in last month's OON,
our community has been successful in
achieving several grants for Laguna
Hall including one for Solar Panels and
another that could fund upgrades such
as a diesel generator and pump, fire
retardant, defibrillator, shutters and
cooling system. Over the upcoming
weeks we will meet with Cessnock City
Council with the aim of realising as
many of these projects as soon as
possible. From past experience we are
aware that gaining a grant for any
project is only the beginning of what
can sometimes end up to be a long and
drawn out process! WVPA will continue
to actively pursue positive outcomes
for the Wollombi Valley community.
Progress has recently forwarded letters
of support for funding for rural road
and verge maintenance, particularly in
areas that are not presently maintained
by CCC.
Support has also been extended for
funding of upgrades to Rural Bushfire
Brigade buildings and a long term
interest of Progress, a pathway
extending from the Wollombi Village
down to Cuneens Bridge.
Watch this space for "Progress!"

LAGUNA HALL needs VOLUNTEERS!
WVPA seeks volunteers to assist with regular
cleaning of the Laguna Hall. Since the Covid
closure of all public halls, our local bird
fraternity have moved in and have been
partying big time! The mess from bird
droppings is both significant and constant.
Towards the end of last year, Laguna School
students and other hall users were regularly
sweeping and brooming the floors in an
attempt to maintain a clean space to play,
dance, Zumba and showcase sculptures!
Whilst the plan is to eventually "shut the
birds out", the very special, unique open
space, indoor/outdoor original design of the
Hall will be maintained, a process requiring
skill, money, time and management to
complete. Recent grant funding offers
promising opportunities.
In the meantime, if you can spare even one
hour each week to take part in a cleaning
roster for Laguna Hall it would be greatly
appreciated.
WVPA Executive will continue to assist
however, "many hands make light work".
In the past, hall funds have always been
directed toward $ 4 $ grants for Laguna Hall
upgrades, maintenance, gas, mowing and
electricity bills whilst routine Laguna Hall
cleaning has always been performed by
volunteers and hall users and I seize this
opportunity to extend a special
acknowledgement to Denise Bush for her
outstanding contribution over the past 20
or so...years.
Continued next page...
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From previous page

Hall cleaning now requires more than the
normal weekly cleaning of the toilets and
kitchen. If you can spare an hour this is a
relatively low key workout behind a mop and
broom in a lovely space and for a great cause!
LAGUNA HALL BOOKINGS
Laguna Hall Bookings for 2021 will be coordinated by Laguna Public School.
Please phone 49988251 during office hours.
Long time local resident, John Donkers
has volunteered his time to manage
bookings for the Laguna Hall for many
years.
I would like to publicly acknowledge his
long term volunteering contribution in the
management of bookings and payment for
Laguna Hall hire.

Regards,
Simone Smith
simoneandcompany@gmail.com
49988214
President, Wollombi Valley Progress
Association
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ARTS NEWS
2021 Artist in Residence
WAYNE KRAUSE (NGINTI)
23 January - 7 February 2021
Open DAILY 10am - 4pm
The OLD FIRESHED GALLERY
This is a working exhibition where
Wayne will be demonstrating his
unique method of burning traditional
and modern designs onto kangaroo
skins. His paintings will also be on
display, showcasing his 'Aboriginal
Surrealism' style, which tell stories
passed down to him, as well as
stories of country and our
relationship with the land.
OUR NEXT EXHIBITION:
'RIGHT HERE RIGHT NOW'
WAYNE KRAUSE with
DEN BARBER and
HEIDI LEE WARTA
13 - 28 FEBRUARY 2021
Open DAILY
The OLD FIRESHED GALLERY
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Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc.
The Wollombi Cultural Centre
January - February 2021

COMING UP:
PAINTINGS and MOSAICS
13 - 28 March 2021
The Little Yengo Gallery would love
some more community volunteers. If
you can help, please contact us,
details below.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of the Wollombi Valley Arts
Council Inc. will be held at 4pm. on
Sunday 7th March in the
courtyard behind The Little Yengo
Gallery. All welcome.
Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc
Email: artscouncil@wollombi.org
yengogallery@wollombi.org
Web: www.wollombi.org
F/B: https://www.facebook.com/
artscouncilwollombi
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Bushfire support for farmers and
small businesses
Farmers and small businesses in NSW are now
eligible for free legal assistance arising from
recent bushfires.
The Commonwealth funded Bushfire Legal Aid
Scheme launched today and is in addition to
legal assistance already available for all
individuals after a disaster.
If you are an eligible small business owner or
primary producer, your private solicitor can now
apply for a grant of $2000 to assist you to
resolve your legal matter arising from the
bushfires in 2019 and 2020, and up to $5000 for
related expenses. Additional funding is available
in reasonable circumstances.
If you have more than one bushfire related legal
problem your solicitor may receive more than
one grant for legal services and expenses.
A wide range of legal issues follow bushfires
including insurance disputes, commercial leases,
contract disputes, banking, neighbourhood
disputes, planning and employment issues.
Legal Aid NSW CEO Brendan Thomas said
many legal issues typically only become
apparent weeks or months after a disaster.
“For more than a decade, our lawyers have
given advice and legal assistance to those
affected by natural disasters such as bushfires
and floods,” Mr Thomas said.
“Until now, farms and small businesses have not
been eligible for grants of legal aid. I commend
the Commonwealth Government for its decision
to support farms and small businesses by
providing funding to for this scheme.”
Alternatively, assistance is also available from
the Financial Rights Legal Service or through the
Justice Connect Pro Bono Portal.
Justice Connect CEO Chris Povey said the
organisation had set up an application process
on their website and are already connecting
small businesses to their network of 10,000 pro
bono lawyers for free legal help.
“We know that the well-being of communities is
intrinsically linked with the well-being of the small
businesses in those communities,” Mr Povey
said.
Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts

“We want to make sure that the legal problems
that small businesses and farms are facing now
are resolved, and we can support heathy and
resilient communities to rebuild.”
For information on the Bushfire Legal Aid
Scheme call the Legal Aid NSW Disaster
Response Legal Service on 1800 801 529 or
email: disaster.response@legalaid.nsw.gov.au

Media Contact: William Verity (02) 9219
5669 or 0436 610 649
The Local Government Areas (LGAs)
covered by the Bushfire Legal Aid Scheme
are:
Armidale, Ballina, Bega Valley, Bellingen,
Blue Mountains, Byron, Central Coast,
Cessnock, Clarence Valley, Coffs Harbour,
Eurobodalla, Glenn Innes Severn,
Hawkesbury, Inverell, Kempsey, Kyogle,
Lismore, Lithgow, Mid-Coast, Mid-Western,
Nambucca, Port Macquarie-Hastings,
Queanbeyan-Palerang, Richmond Valley,
Shoalhaven, Singleton, Snowy Monaro,
Snowy Valleys, Tenterfield, Tweed, Walcha,
Wingecarribee, Wollondilly.
How does the scheme work?
If you are an eligible small business owner or
primary producer, your private solicitor can
apply for a grant of $2000 to assist you to
resolve your legal matter arising from the
2019/20 bushfires, and up to $5000 for related
expenses. Additional funding is available in
reasonable circumstances.
If you have more than one bushfire related
legal problem your solicitor may receive more
than one grant for legal services and expenses.
Where else can I get help?
You can also get free legal assistance for
bushfire related legal issues by:
• contacting the Financial Rights Legal
Centre or on 1300 663 464
• visiting Justice Connect’s Bushfire
Community Support Page.

Melissa Boucher
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Bird of the Month
Australian Raven – Corvus coronoides
A bird-watching visitor during our new year
get together emphatically stated, “There are no
crows in Australia”. Well that sent me to my
bird books and the Birds in Backyards website.
There are five native species of Corvids in
Australia, that is crows and ravens. They are
the Australian Raven, Forest Raven, Little
Raven, Little Crow and Torresian Crow and
apparently a House Crow makes an occasional
appearance. Which do we have here in our
valley? The Australian Raven, Corvus
coronoides, easily recognised by its call
described in The Readers’ Digest Complete
Book of Australian Birds as “aah-aah-aahaah,
mainly cawing in series of three, the last note
long-drawn, falling and fading” and it is this
last long note that transports the listener to
agricultural Australia. Apart from their calls
the main difference between our Australian
crows and ravens is their underdown which in
ravens is dusky grey and in crows pure white. I
have never been close enough to a crow, not
even roadkill, to pick this difference. Ravens
are usually slightly larger than crows. A
gardening friend, with this wet summer, is
struggling to remove introduced snails in her

garden. She needs to host a murder of crows as
they are avid snail eaters. They also eat grains,
fruit, insects, small animals, eggs, refuse and
carrion. Pairs generally bond for life. Breeding
takes place between July and September. The
nest is bowl-shaped sited high in a tree or
structure. The incubation is solely by the
female and only one brood is laid in a year. Our
crows and ravens are uncannily clever. Do a
google search, are crows clever? You’ll be
surprised by the latest research.
Chris Davey

Trivia Answers
1. Yarra
2. Todd
3. Hunter
4. Derwent
5. Molonglo
6. Torrens
7. Brisbane
8. Fitzroy
9. Murray
10. Mersey
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Diary & Events

Pencil Orchids Writers Group
2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343

Church Services
St John’s Wollombi 2nd & 4th Sundays:
10 am Holy Communion.
During Covid the messages can be viewed later on
YouTube. Search: ‘rev.john.west’
Contact: 0481 269 653 or
info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
Other regular Anglican church events
Suspended during Covid

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome)
10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi

St Michael’s Wollombi Mass, from 8th July, Mass will be
on 2nd & 5th Sunday of the month at 4.30pm

Second Saturday Stitchers
10am 2nd Saturday monthly—
usually Great Northern Trading Post

Crafty Yarns
10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre
500 Cards—Wollombi
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month.
Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse
Cattle Sales—Wollombi
12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards
Wollombi
Chamber of Commerce - Wollombi Valley
General Meetings held every 2nd month. See
www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue.
Fire Brigade—Laguna
Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at
8.30am followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna
Fire Station. Members meeting 11am after training in
March, June, September and December.
Fire Brigade—Wollombi
Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire
Station. Members meeting 11am following training in
even months, All welcome. Enquiries to
brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm
commencing with breakfast at 8.30am.
Members meeting 1pm on the even months. All
welcome.
Garden Group
1st Monday monthly.
Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562
La conversation francaise dans
Wollombi 17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,
4998 3141/ 9918 9827
Landcare Group - Wollombi Valley
Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events
Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or
Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com
Meditation at the Tipi Temple
Thurs nights bookings essential through
Facebook page cost $15
Museum—Wollombi
6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly
except January, Wollombi Cultural Centre
Pony Club—Wollombi Valley
Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for
details
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Scrabble Group
commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi
Tennis Clubhouse
Stitch N’ Bitch
11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post

Talking History
series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm
Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock
Supporters Club
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475
Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at
Wollombi School 2:00.pm
Wollombi Valley Progress Association
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall
Wollombi Tidy Valleys
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688

Transport
Grape Experience Tours

0414 457 956

Wollombi Local Transport
(new business name logged)

0414 457 956

Sport and Fitness
Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm
Pilates Classes
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am Wollombi Hall
Phone Susan 0403 270 365
YOGA
Wollombi Community Hall
Saturday 8.30am-9.30am
Thursday 5.30pm-6.30pm ( School Term Only)
Contact -Helena 0412369291
or elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
Eureka Taekwondo Thursdays 4pm – 5pm
Wollombi Hall Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951
Tennis—Thursday evenings at 4 pm & Sunday to 9 am
Zumba Classes:
Zumba With Milly
Mon & Fri 9:00am Laguna Hall
Ph 0414435576
Online classes at: http://jarmilaablett.zumba.com/
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Restaurants, Pubs and Stores
Local Accommodation

Bellbird
Tabitha Hill Cottage

0429 657 166

Laguna
Arcadian Retreat
Byora Farm House
Ipakey Cottage
Laguna Cottages
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm
Twin Pines Cottage
Valle Laguna
Valley Field Escape

0429 397 353
02 4998 8227
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3219
0407 224 150
0403 083 381
0408 809 471
02 4998 3312

MillfIeld
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages
Neudorf Country Retreat

0414 786 705
0414 920 013

Congewai
Brown Muir Cottage

0409 416 416

02 4998 8282
02 4998 8244
02 4038 5004
02 4998 1263
02 4998 3220
02 4998 3403
02 4498 3331
02 4998 3230
02 4998 3261

Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley
Progress Association (WVPA) initiative coordinated by volunteers.
Articles or advertisements must be emailed
as a word file with photos attached as a
separate jpeg file to

oon_news@hotmail.com no later

Wollombi
Applegums
Blair Athol Estate
Bellbird Valley
Capers Cottage
Cedar Creek Cottages
Cowboys Cabin
Dilly Dally at Wollombi
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern
The Farm @ Hunter Escape
Grays Inn
Gypsy Willows
Hollybrook Hunter Valley
Hunter Valley Escapes
Ironbark Cottage
Maggies in Wollombi
Mystwood Retreats
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation
Pepper Tree Cottage
Redleaf Hunter Valley
The Shed
Somewhere Unique
The Studios
The Love Shack
Tiny Escape
Undercliff Settlers Cottage
Wild Edge Retreat
Wollombi Barn Stay
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....
Wollombi Bush Retreat
Wollombi Farm Country House
Wollombi Stays
Woodcutters House
Yango Creek Farmhouse

Gallery 33 Laguna
Great Northern Trading Post
Laguna Village Providore
Millfield General Store
Myrtle House Cafe
Panino Restaurant
Twine Home Store
Wollombi General Store
Wollombi Tavern

0419 416 416
02 4998 3323
0409 416 416
0409 305 285
02 4998 1576
0423 109 558
0416 039 081
02 4998 3261
0418 114 303
02 4998 3483
02 4998 3404
02 4998 3245
0409 416 416
02 4998 3427
0416 039 081
02 4998 3234
0409 416 416
0416 039 081
0412 566 637
02 4998 3219
02 4998 3257
02 4998 3182
0409 416 416
0426 891 870
02 4998 3322
02 4998 3304
02 4998 3221
0422 515 905
0432 156 396
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
0416 039 081
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than the 15th day of each month for
publication in the following month’s edition.
Articles are not edited but printed as
received unless otherwise agreed and there
is no guarantee of publication. Articles must
be no longer than 200 words.
WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability
for statements made or opinions expressed
and are not responsible for the veracity of
articles or advertising material.
Opinions expressed in OON are not those of
WVPA or the OON Team, although they have
the final word on content. If you are
mentioning someone in an article please
check details and facts with them and obtain
their permission prior to submitting any
articles for print. All rights reserved: no part
of artwork/photography for this publication
in whole or in part may be reproduced
without the permission of the OON Team.
We welcome your comments by email. We
hope you enjoy reading your copy of OON
and thank you for supporting our
community.
OON Team
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