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2021 Feature Artist: Jessica Sarah Switzer, detail of Snowy Mountain Brumbies 

Over the past 29 years,  

Laguna Public School P&C has 

hosted it’s Annual Art Show. A celebration of 

the vibrant art & culture present in our Valley. 

The Show is not only an exhibition and 

amazing community event, which has involved 

countless locals over the decades, but it is the 

primary source of fundraising for our small 

school. 

The 2020 Art Show cancellation due to COVID 

restrictions was a great disappointment and 

the repercussions for our school were 

significant. Determined that the pandemic 

would not cancel the Show again in 2021, 

we’ve set out to create a Covid-proof 

fundraising model which encompasses all the 

values of Laguna Public School and the sense 

of community which the Art Show brings. 

The 29
th
 Annual Laguna Art Show will be 

presented as an ONLINE EXHIBITION, 

opening at 8pm on Friday 27
th
 August until 

8pm Sunday 29
th
 August.  

Make a night of it, at home and online 

www.lagunaartshow.com.au Artworks will be 

able to be viewed and purchased from the 

comfort of your living room.  We hope you’ll all 

log on and peruse the incredible works that 

will feature in this year’s exhibition, they’re 

truly outstanding.      

    Cont. page 2 
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An additional challenge for the Laguna Public 

School P&C has been to create a year round 

fundraising model and LITTLE FACES. BIG 

FUTURE is our solution: 

Little Faces. Big Future. is the new and 

exciting face of the Laguna Public School P&C 

and it will provide a link between our Little 

Faces and the broader community. Students 

will engage in real world experiences and 

understand the value of a strong community 

led by kindness and giving. It will also enable 

us to support and provide enrichment for our 

students even when faced with something as 

extraordinary as a global pandemic. 

The Little Faces. Big Future. online store will 

launch alongside our Annual Art Show. 

Students will learn to run the site which will 

stock wonderful items year-round, including 

gift cards featuring students artwork and our 

ever-popular tea towels. We aim to collaborate 

with local businesses and makers to support 

each other, to share ideas and create 

fantastic experiences for all involved.  

We believe all our small parts make a 

whole, and as a whole, we can create a BIG 

future together! 

www.littlefacesbigfuture.com will merge with 

www.lagunaartshow.com.au to become one 

incredible site launching at 8pm Friday 27
th
 

August. 
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A huge congratulations to our very own Simone Smith for winning  

PCANSW Volunteer of the Year! Simone works countless hours to lead our amazing club 

and provide an exceptional sporting and social opportunity for the young people in our community. 

We would be lost without her! 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of Pony Club, so thank you to not only Simone, but to all of our amazing 

Pony Club parents and volunteers that help in the preparation and running of our rally days. 

Generations of young riders in the Wollombi Valley community are forever grateful! 

Wollombi Valley Pony Club riders are loving the 

addition of new sand in our arenas 

 Thanks to Council $4$ grant funding we now have 

safer all weather riding surfaces to practise 

perfect social distancing on horseback! 

We are all looking forward to the easing of covid 

restrictions and once again being able to ride at 

the wonderful Wollombi Pony Club grounds. 

 

Simone Smith 

 Wollombi Valley Pony Club. 
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CLEAN UP CONGEWAI CREEK 

 

The North Arm/Congewai Creek is set for a big win 

under new funding allocated to the Wollombi Valley 

Landcare Group. 

 

WVLG has won the resources needed for the long 

term clean-up of Congewai Creek. That means 

specifically, Tree of Heaven, and if resources permit, 

other woody weeds, including lantana, privet and 

blackberry.  That is to say, free treatment of your 

woody weeds by professionals. 

 

Tree-of-heaven is rotten stuff - a deciduous tree 
with a tendency to sucker extensively from its 
roots, forming dense thickets and outcompeting 
other desirable plants.  It’s also mildly toxic to 
humans with symptoms of headache and 
nausea if ingested. The sap is a skin and eye 
irritant causing rashes, dermatitis and 
conjunctivitis, and the pollen can cause allergic 

reactions such as hay fever.  

 

We are focussing on the stretch from the juncture of 

Cedar Creek back to the village this round.  The work 

will be carried out by contractors, and will include 

follow up weeding, a planting workshop to 

revegetate the weeded areas to help establish 

healthy native riparian landscapes. 

 

If you have a property that borders that stretch of 

Congewai Creek please contact: 

 

• Chris Jackson on 

wollombi.landcare@gmail.com or 

• Patrick Jury on Patrick.jury@me.com 

 

And we will let you know more about what is 

happening.  If you know anyone on the creek, please 

let them know about this opportunity and how they 

can get in touch with us.   

 

Wollombi Valley Landcare Group - OON Submission 

for August/September Issue 

Tree of Heaven (Alianthus Tltissima) 
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Bernard Francis Curran (Bernie) was a local 

landholder in Wollombi for 30 years, and by our 

good fortune, our immediate neighbour. He and 

wife Mary transformed a bush block into what 

some would describe as a garden worth opening to 

the public. 

 

Bernie often arrived quietly on his own, and we 

became worried if the sound of the ride on or 

whipper snipper hadn't started within 30 minutes. 

In fact, sometimes we wandered over to check he 

was ok, only to spy him carefully watering the 

many new plants Mary had installed. He loved 

Wollombi, and described it as his heaven on earth. 

 

While Bernie kept a reasonably low profile (his 

profile was high enough in Newcastle) he made 

many friends in the valley and his impact on those 

people was deep and everlasting. He is 

remembered as a good honest man, with smiling 

eyes, a great intellect and sharp sense of humour. 

 

Over the years we have spent a lot of social time 

with Bernie, from the neighbourly banter and 

mutual concern for whatever weather event was 

about to hit, to a transformation into deep 

friendship. His love of the bush, and his vision of an 

essay that bought together the ANZAC story and the 

Indigenous story, and how Wollombi somehow 

encapsulated it all, was a project always at the top 

of his mind. 

 

Bernie was a supporter of local artisans, 

tradespeople and the arts. He would always prefer 

to call on someone local to help him with whatever 

jobs he had on the go. 

 

Everyone that met Bernie, liked Bernie. Such was 

his charisma, and his ability to make one feel 

immediately at home with him. He was loved by his 

family and many friends, and the extended 

community of Newcastle. 

 

Bernie passed away suddenly on July 30 while 

exercising. He is interred at Wollombi cemetery, his 

heaven on earth. 

 

There's only one Bernie Curran. Vale.  

      Lou Clarke 
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August - September 2021 
The Wollombi Valley Arts Council encourages 

and fosters all kinds of artistic and cultural 

expression within the Wollombi Valley in order 

to support and promote artists and our 

community.  

Please visit our website www.wollombi.org 

 

ALPACA SLOW FASHION  
- Judy Linder 

Due to the prolonged lockdown in The Hunter 

Valley, the Old Fireshed Gallery is closed until 

further notice. Sadly, this means that Judy's 

exhibition has been cancelled. It may possibly 

be mounted later this year, depending on how 

the Covid situation evolves.  
 

THE WOLLOMBI VALLEY 
SCULPTURE FESTIVAL  

 

This event will now be held online, opening on 

the 1st of September. The WVAC is again 

proudly sponsoring the 2325 Local Artist 

Award. The Small Sculpture category 

showcases local sculptors, with a prize of 

$1000 for an indoor work. 

 

PAINTINGS and MOSAICS 
2 - 17 October 2021 

This exhibition has been regretfully cancelled 

due to Covid. 

 
LITTLE YENGO GALLERY 

 

Due to the Covid-19 situation the Little Yengo 

Gallery will remain closed until further notice. 

Any changes will be posted on the WVAC 

website and our Facebook page. Our art 

works can be viewed on our online gallery, 

and purchases arranged. Queries can be 

directed to our email 

address: yengogallery@wollombi.org 

Visit https://www.wollombi.org/little-yengo-

gallery for our online gallery. 

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc  

  Email: artscouncil@wollombi.org  

 yengogallery@wollombi.org 

Web:  www.wollombi.org 

F/B: https://www.facebook.com/artscouncilwollombi 

WOLLOMBI VALLEY ARTS 

COUNCIL INC. 

ARTS NEWS 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna  and surrounding districts                                                                                            7 

Issue 458 -  Our Own News - September 2021 

If you live or work in the Cessnock Local 
Government area, please join our free webinar 
to learn how to save energy and water and 
reduce bills, access rebates and other help.  
Speakers from Cessnock City Council, Energy 

& Water Ombudsman NSW (EWON) and 
Hunter Water will provide practical 
information on energy and water along with 
case studies, hints and more!  
Cessnock City Council will introduce the 
webinar and provide information. 
The Energy & Water Ombudsman NSW will 
cover: 

• how they can help resolve issues with 

your provider 

• NSW energy rebates, medical and life 

support rebates 

• help available from government and 

retailers 

• finding the best energy contract for 

you 

• energy savings tips . 

Hunter Water will cover: 

• customer support programs for 

owners, tenants and small business  

• pensioner rebates 

• flushing ‘The three Ps’ 

• how to check for leaks 

• smart water choices – saving water 

tips. 

Register here Cessnock LGA: energy & water 

information session Tickets, Thu 02/09/2021 at 

12:00 pm | Eventbrite 

Narelle Brown  |   

Community Engagement Officer  

Energy & Water Ombudsman NSW  

T (02) 8218 5241  M 0487 067 952  

E narelleb@ewon.com.au  

W ewon.com.au  

Dear Stakeholder 
Join our free webinar to learn how to save energy and water, access 
rebates and other help and save on your bills.  
About this event 

mailto:narelleb@ewon.com.au
file://///FS.EWON.COM.AU/PF/JacquelineH/Desktop/ewon.com.au
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WOLLOMBI. 

Friday September 10th, 1897. 

 

The bench at the Wollombi Police 

Court on Friday Was occupied by 

Mr, G. F. Scott, P.W., Jas. 

Woodbury, W. M. Sternbeck, E. 

Hinchcliff, W. Snape, and Dr. 

Bapty, J.'s P.  

Cutting Timber on Crown Lands.    

The police proceeded against J. 

A. Goodwin for cutting timber on 

Grown lands. On each of two 

occasions to which he pleaded 

guilty, he was fined ls and 5s 6d 

costs. 

E. Stapleford was fined in a like 

amount for a similar offence. 

7a 8d costs, and 10s witness’s 

expenses. 

 

Coach Licences.      The 

application of Clarence Lynch for 

stagecoach licences was granted. 

The licences were for permittion to 

apply between East Maitland and 

Wollombi, and Maitland, 

Cessnock, 

Ellalong and Wollombi. 

 

The Maitland Daily Mercury. 

 

Sourced through Trove 

by Steve Sullivan 

 

A Small Fine.      Thomas Dairs 

pleaded guilty to a charge drawing 

a slide along the road, and was 

fined 1s 

 

Language.     E. Reading pleaded 

guilty to using obscene language, 

and was fined £1 and 4s 10d costs, 

or seven days imprisonment.  

Selling a Diseased Animal.    

James Houlahan was charged with 

selling a diseased bullock. 

Evidence was given by William 

Mayo and J. A. Thompson, 

butcher, and accused was fined 1 

Pound with 
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Word of the Month - shagreen 

By Stephen Gard 

Is it?: 

• the lawn where lovers meet 
• the hide of shark or string-ray 
• a weed on which cormorants feed 
• one condemned to the fiery furnace 
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“By Appointment” 

“By Appointment” 
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Notices and advertising  

in Our Own News 
 

Payments for Advertising and notices  
are what keeps the OON going and we 
are happy  to provide a rate sheet.   

 

If you are interested 
 in advertising in the OON or placing 
notices please contact us to assess  

what costs are involved.  
 

oon_news@hotmail.com 

It's a good time to clear out your shed with all 

this lockdown time on our hands!   I am helping 

out Cessnock Rotary and Cessnock Bicycle 

Company on a project RECYCLED BIKES FOR 

KIDS.  

So if you have old bikes lying around that you 

no longer ride then considering donating them 

to the Rotary for their new recycling project.  

Rotary and Cessnock Bicycle Company will 

repair and donate to those kids in need in the 

Cessnock LGA.  

Contact Daniela Riccio in Laguna or Graham of 

Rotary on Cessnockrotary@gmail.com 

 

Also, we need people in the Wollombi Valley to 

help rebuild the bikes with Rotary. If you have 

some time available please do let Graham 

know as we would love to get the bikes out 

there to the kids after this lockdown period.  

Daniela Riccio 
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OON Subscription form, complete below    or    email to oon_news@hotmail.com  

 

I would like a 12month Subscription to OON via  □  Email (Free) or   □ Post ($60)    Renewal ?  □ Yes □ No 

 
Name:            PH:      

Postal address:                 

Email address:           DATE:     

Post  this form and a cheque payable to WVPA Inc./OON to OON Subscription C/- Wollombi General Store, Wollombi NSW 
2325 or enclose this form and cash in an envelope and pop into the OON box at the Laguna or Wollombi General Stores.  
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Tourism in Wollombi Valley 

needs to change. 

 

In 2020, Wollombi Valley catered for an 

estimated 25,000 overnight visitors across 67 

accommodations with an expected increase of 

6,000 by 2023. Weekend visitors are almost 

double week-day visitors and continued 

uncoordinated tourism growth will increase 

the weekend strain.  

 

Local businesses like Myrtle & Stone struggle 

with there not being enough steady evening 

trade mid-week to warrant opening. This has 

a self-perpetuating effect, further encouraging 

visitors to only stay weekends.  

 

Whilst we can’t stop the continued increase in 

tourism, local residents Andrew Turnbull 

(with a resort background), Stefan Cordiner 

(travel technology background) and Trent 

Robinson (award-winning builder) believe we 

can approach growth in a more coordinated, 

sustainable way. They believe that increasing 

the average visitor’s length of stay from 2.2 

nights per visit to 7+ nights will result in a 

decrease in the total number of visitors per 

accommodation unit and increase local 

expenditure.   

 

The challenge is that visitors need businesses 

open to stay longer, whereas the businesses 

need a guaranteed stream of customers to open. 

To spur this new longer-stay tourism model into 

action, the trio intends to build accommodation 

pods catering to week-long stays and pricing 

will be inclusive of local food & activities- in turn 

providing businesses with the minimum 

guaranteed trade needed to open. Uniquely, the 

pods will be available to be placed on other 

people’s land in return for a fixed annual income

- providing landowners additional revenue 

streams.  

 

They believe that a coordinated longer-stay 

tourism approach will ensure Wollombi remains 

a loved and liveable destination, and are keen to 

hear thoughts and questions from the 

community. Please reach out to stefan@tao-

ventures.com  

Stefan Cordiner 
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Wollombi Valley Community at 

Work from Home! 
 

A few things ARE STILL HAPPENING within the 

community despite tricky times! 

It is fabulous to see both The Laguna School Art 

Show and Sculptures in the Vineyards forging 

ahead with an online format. 

 

WVPA members have been working behind the 

scenes to acquit Cessnock City Council $4$ grant 

funding for upgrades and maintenance completed 

at Laguna Hall.  

Through their annual Community Facility Grant 

Scheme, CCC match dollar for dollar community 

raised funds with the aim of achieving additional 

upgrades to community facilities. 

Over the past year or so, rats and vermin had 

caused damage to the verandah and kitchen roof of 

the hall and presented an even greater problem 

with their nesting in amongst the electrical 

wiring  of the hall. As a result of grant funding local 

resident Allan Bush (also one of the original 

builders of Laguna Hall), was employed and has 

completed a great job repairing the damaged 

ceiling and verandah eaves. 

The regular hall user will also be excited to note 

that as a result of changing all the varying Laguna 

Hall locks, one key now fits all!  

Email simoneandcompany@gmail.com for future 

Laguna Hall bookings. 

 

Wollombi Valley Progress is presently seeking 

quotes for additional matching blinds for the 

doorways of the Hall, wall mounted fans for 

cooling of the hall and also a diesel generator to be 

housed at the Hall. 

These initiatives will all potentially be funded 

through Bushfire Recovery funding and with the 

wonderful assistance of Melissa Boucher from CCC. 

 

Steve Sullivan in his role on the WVPA Executive, 

has been hard at work trying to organise much 

needed water tanks to protect our Wollombi 

Village heritage buildings. He has assisted in 

obtaining two $10,000 grants for this project, 

however the Council requirements for flood zone 

areas amongst other red tape continue to slow the 

progress of this important project.  

Hopefully we can report more action in the next 

edition of our community newsletter OON, 

coordinated through the dedication and ongoing 

volunteering efforts of WVPA member Sally 

Sullivan. 

 

Simone Smith 

Wollombi Valley  

Progress Association 
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FREE online course in Mental Health 

First Aid, Registrations Now Open. 
 

Cessnock Council’s Community Recovery Officer, 

Melissa Boucher, is continuing to work towards 

providing recovery & resilience building initiatives 

for our community. 

 

After confirming that skills in the area of Mental 

Health support would be useful within the 

community, she has worked with Lifeline to offer 

two opportunities for participating in a FREE 

online course in Accidental Counsellor training. 

 

This course is aimed that those who would like to 

be able to safely and effectively offer support to 

family, friends, colleagues & strangers who are in 

distress or experiencing a crisis. 

 

The course will provide you with basic skills and a 

structure to be able to provide immediate support 

& assistance, using the ‘Recognise, Respond, Refer’ 

model. 

 

The skills learnt in the Accidental Counsellor 

course can be applied in many contexts, and will 

provide participants with skills in active listening, 

calming and effective gentle questioning. You will 

also learn about how to openly ask about suicide 

risk and respond safely whatever the answer. 

 

The course is delivered in a blended learning 

structure: 

E-learning: 1.5hr online, self-paced 

Group learning: 3.5hrs in an online virtual 

classroom, facilitated by Lifeline trainers. 

 

To register & obtain access to the e-learning 

module, please choose a date for the group virtual 

classroom session & register via the online form. 

You will then receive a link to the self-paced online 

module & a link to the virtual classroom. 

 

There are two optional dates: 

 

Option 1: Thursday 2 Sept, from 9:15am-1pm 

Register via: https://lifelinehunter.arlo.co/

register?

sgid=5b990a24a6024786840de6a38927591d 

 

Option 2: Friday 10th September, from 9:15am-

1pm 

Register via: https://lifelinehunter.arlo.co/

register?

sgid=83a817d27a724f4a859fb4cef1f1cfe2 

 

If you are unable to access these links due to 

reading this in a hard copy or you are having 

trouble accessing them, please contact Melissa 

Boucher directly on 

melissa.boucher@cessnock.nsw.gov.au 

 

Positions are limited to 20 people for each group 

virtual classroom, so if you are interested, please 

register early. 

Thank you. 

 

Melissa Boucher 

Community Recovery Officer (CRO) 

Cessnock City Council 

melissa.boucher@cessnock.nsw.gov.au 

Ph: 0439 454 819 

 

The CRO Program Funded is by Resilience NSW 
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This year’s fire danger season is set to start on 1st October and now is the time to get your property 

prepared and discuss your bushfire plan with your family. There is lots of information on hand to help 

you prepare for bushfire and you can find out more at www.myfireplan.com.au  

Tips for Pile Burning 

Drier conditions in the valley are increasing the risk of grass and bushfires from escaped pile burns. 
Get prepared before you light the fire to reduce risk of an escaped pile burn.    

  Stay with the fire at all times until it is completely out. Fires escape quickly, it takes just a few 

seconds. 

  Clear around the pile burn to avoid escapes. Mow and rake around the pile burn so the immediate  

     area is down to the earth (mineral earth).  

  Have water for firefighting on hand and near the fire at all times while it is still burning.   

  Ensure the pile to be burnt is not greater than 1.5m in height and 2m in length or width.  

Remember to notify RFS at 

www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify and your 

neighbours at least 24 hours before you 

light your fire.  Scan this QR code to 

notify.  

 

More advice on lighting fires can be found at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au  

http://www.myfireplan.com.au
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/notify
file:///C:/Users/Karen/Documents/++%20Personal/WBVB%20-%20RFS/Comm%20Eng/www.rfs.nsw.gov.au
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ADVERTISE HERE 

1/4 PAGE 

MONO 

12 MONTHS 

Less than $20– pr mth 
PLUS INCLUSION ON OUR 

WEBSITE 

FREE personal Counselling available via 

phone or video calls 

 

As part of the Bushfire Recovery initiatives 

funded through Resilience NSW & the Primary 

Health Network (PHN), the Lifeline Outreach 

Counselling service that was operating 

fortnightly from Wollombi School Community 

facility, is now operating as a telephone/video 

phone counselling service, until face to face 

counselling services can resume. 

 

To book your free appointment to speak with a 

qualified Lifeline counsellor, please call 1300 

152 854. 

 

Counselling services can help people struggling 

with personal issues. This service is Free of 

charge. 

 
Melissa Boucher Community Recovery 
Officer 

62-78 Vincent St | PO Box 152 | Cessnock 
NSW 2325 

p 02 4993 4257 | m 0439 454 819 

www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au  

No Charge. No referral required. 

Counselling services can help people struggling 

with personal issues. Lifeline with the support of 

PHN, are proud to be able to provide a counselling 

service at no cost to those who live in a region 

impacted by recent bushfires. You do not require a 

referral to initiate contact with our counselling 

service. 

 

What to expect at your first appointment 

At the beginning of your first session, a counsellor 

will help you clarify what is happening for you and 

identify your goals for counselling. You will be 

linked with the same counsellor at each of your 

counselling appointments. 

 

About our counsellors 

To ensure a professional service, all of Lifeline’s 

counsellors are: 

• Tertiary trained 
• Practicing under the supervision of 
experienced psychologists and counsellors. 

 

Location 

Wollombi School Community Rooms 

2851 Wollombi Rd, Wollombi – Every second 

Tuesday 

If you are in immediate crisis call 13 11 14 

Call 1300 152 854 to book an appointment 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanmail.trustwave.com%2F%3Fc%3D16827%26d%3Dm-Sf4S1N_qfLCCfQCpm46zuKSF_n4rPJwyKyd6aYMw%26u%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fapac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252f%253furl%253dhttp%25253A%25252F%252
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Picture of Clematis aristate 

https://www.google.com.au/search?

q=Clematis+aristata&source=lnms&tbm=isch

&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwin4oev_b7yAhWKfH0K

HcLoChwQ_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=1366&bi

h=625#imgrc=e2TnjT7pAZqimM 

What’s In Blossom? 

Black Wattle 

Wattle blossom rings our valley. Liz Tester was the 

first to point out to me the benefit from wattles to 

soil. Since then I have noticed, when wattles are 

allowed to decompose on the ground in the shade, 

they break down into a cool, soil-like, black 

material enriched by beetles and grubs with 

multiple benefits. I’ve also noticed the symbiotic 

relationship of wattles and fungi. The latter, 

Charles Massey states in, “Call of the Reed 

Warbler”, is one of many good indicators of 

healthy soil. Another idea from Massey is to 

endeavour to keep water from quickly flowing off 

your property, so one method to this end, I use any 

wattle that falls as a water-slower. I cut the trunks 

into 2m manageable lengths and place where 

water enters my property. Yellow-tailed black 

cockatoos love the wood moth grubs in black 

wattle timber. 

Clematis aristata 

Also catching my eye along with the wattle 

blossom is clematis, a native climber. Its masses of 

creamy-white flowers on short branches of the 

upper leaves are hung over trees, shrubs and 

fences. The sepals of the flowers form a star 

pattern. Its common name is Goatsbeard or Old 

Man’s Beard. It grows in the coastal and tableland 

forests of Australia’s eastern states liking deep, 

cool soil and some shade. 

Chris Davey 



Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts                                                                                                19 

Issue 458 -  Our Own News - September 2021 

Diary & Events 

Church Services 
St John’s Wollombi 2nd & 4th Sundays:  

10 am Holy Communion.  
During Covid the messages can be viewed later on 
YouTube. Search: ‘rev.john.west’ 
Contact: 0481 269 653 or 

info@parishofthewollombivalley.org 
Other regular Anglican church events 
Suspended during Covid 
 

St Michael’s Wollombi, Mass will be on 2nd and 5th 
Sunday of the month at 4:30pm 
  

Crafty Yarns 

10am 3rd Monday monthly. Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

500 Cards—Wollombi 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. 

Wollombi Tennis Clubhouse 

 

Cattle Sales—Wollombi 

12pm 2nd Saturday monthly, Wollombi Sale Yards 

Wollombi 
 

Chamber of Commerce  - Wollombi Valley 

General Meetings held every 2nd month. See 

www.wollombivalleytourism.com.au for venue. 

 

Fire Brigade—Laguna 

Training 3rd Saturday of the month with breakfast at 
8.30am followed by training from 9am to 11am. Laguna 
Fire Station.  Members meeting 11am after training in 
March, June, September and December. 

Fire Brigade—Wollombi 

Training 3rd Saturday monthly 8.30am Wollombi Fire 
Station. Members meeting 11am following training in 
even months, All welcome. Enquiries to 
brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au 

Fire Brigade - Bucketty and District 
Training 3rd Saturday monthly from 9am - 12pm 
commencing with breakfast at 8.30am. 
Members meeting 1pm on the even months.  All 
welcome. 
 

Garden Group 

1st Monday monthly.  

Contact Marilyn Miller 4998 1562 

 

La  conversation francaise dans  
Wollombi  17h/5pm le deuxième samedi dans le mois.  
Contact: Gwen Lansbury, glansbury@gmail.com,  
4998 3141/ 9918 9827 

 

Landcare Group  - Wollombi Valley 

Meets regularly at the Brook plus special events 

Contact Chris Jackson 4998 8660 or 

Wollombi.landcare@gmail.com  
 

Meditation at the Tipi Temple 

Thurs nights bookings essential through 

 Facebook page cost $15 

 

Museum—Wollombi 

6pm summer – 5pm winter, 1st Wednesday monthly 

except January, Wollombi Cultural Centre 

 

Pony Club—Wollombi Valley 

Every 3 weeks contact President Simone 4998 8214 for 

details 

 

Pencil Orchids Writers Group 

2nd Tuesday every month. Contact Kerry Lannoy 4998 8343 

 

Playgroup (all kids 5 and under welcome) 

10.30am every Tuesday, at Slacks Park Wollombi 

 

Scrabble Group 

commence at 6 pm on last Monday in the month. Wollombi 

Tennis Clubhouse 
 

Stitch N’ Bitch 

11am 1st Saturday monthly. at Great Northern Trading Post 

 

Talking History 

series: 4th Sat/month at Wollombi School 3:00pm  

Toastmasters—Every Monday 6.45pm - 9pm. Cessnock 
Supporters Club  
Contact Black Crow 4998 1475 

 

Theology in the Pub discussion group: 2nd Sun/month at 

Wollombi School 2:00.pm  
 

Wollombi Valley Progress Association 
10am, Last Saturday bi-monthly, Wollombi Hall 

 

Wollombi Tidy Valleys 
11am, every 2nd Thursday Bi-Monthly Wollombi School  
Meeting Room. All welcome. Contact—Bernice 4991 1688 

Croquet—Sunday 3pm and Monday 3pm 
 
Pilates Classes 
Mat Classes are held Wednesday 9.30am and Fridays 
10.30am. Chair Pilates is held at 9.30am till 10.15am -
 Wollombi Hall 
Phone Susan 0403 270 365 
 
Tennis—Thursday evenings at 4 pm & Sunday to 9 am 
 
Eureka Taekwondo   Thursdays 4pm – 5pm  
Wollombi Hall     Phone Steve Turner 0400 002 951 
 
YOGA 
Wollombi Community Hall 
Chill Flow + Yin Thursday 5.30-6.30pm 
Morning Flow Saturday 8.30-9.30am 
Contact Helena - elmswoodhidden@gmail.com or on 
Instagram @wollombi_yoga 
 
Zumba Classes: 
Fitness With Milly Ph 0414435576 
Monday Wollombi Hall  
7:45am HIIT 
9:00am Zumba Gold 
Friday Laguna Hall 8:30am Zumba  

Sport and Fitness 

Transport 

Grape Experience Tours    0414 457 956 
 

Wine country taxis Cessnock   (02) 4990 1111  
 

 

Wollombi Local Transport   0414 457 956 
(new business name logged) 

mailto:info@parishofthewollombivalley.org
mailto:brigade@wollombibushfire.org.au
mailto:glansbury@gmail.com
mailto:elmswoodhidden@gmail.com
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcessnock%2Btaxi%26rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enAU840AU840%26oq%3Dcessnock%2Btaxi%2B%26aqs%3Dchrome.0.69i59l2j69i60l3.4267j0j7%26sourceid%3Dchrome%26ie%3DUTF-8%23&data=04%7C01%


Community news for Wollombi, Laguna and surrounding districts                                                                                                20 

Issue 458 -  Our Own News - September 2021 

Our Own News is a Wollombi Valley 

Progress Association (WVPA) initiative co-

ordinated by volunteers. 

Articles or advertisements must be emailed 

as a word file with photos attached as a 

separate jpeg file to 

oon_news@hotmail.com no later 

than the 15th day of each month for 

publication in the following month’s edition. 

Articles are not edited but printed as 

received unless otherwise agreed and there 

is no guarantee of publication. Articles must 

be no longer than 200 words. 

WVPA and the OON Team accept no liability 

for statements made or opinions expressed 

and are not responsible for the veracity of 

articles or advertising material. 

Opinions expressed in OON are not those of  

WVPA or the OON Team, although they have 

the final word on content.  If you are 

mentioning someone in an article please 

check details and facts with them and obtain 

their permission prior to submitting any 

articles for print. All rights reserved: no part 

of artwork/photography for this publication 

in whole or in part may be reproduced 

without the permission of the OON Team. 

We welcome your comments by email.  We 

hope you enjoy reading your copy of OON 

and thank you for supporting our 

community. 

OON Team 

Local Accommodation 

Gallery 33 Laguna    02 4998 8282 

Great Northern Trading Post  02 4998 8244 

Laguna Village Providore   02 4038 5004 
Laguna Luxe 
Millfield General Store   02 4998 1263 

Myrtle House Cafe    02 4998 3220 

Panino Restaurant    02 4998 3403 

Twine Home Store    02 4498 3331 

Wollombi General Store   02 4998 3230 

Wollombi Tavern    02 4998 3261 

Restaurants, Pubs and Stores 

          B e l l b i r d 

Tabitha Hill Cottage    0429 657 166  
 
    L a g u n a  
Arcadian Retreat     0429 397 353  
Byora Farm House     02 4998 8227 

Ipakey Cottage     02 4998 3219 
Kawalang Studio       0404 896 396 
Laguna  Cottages     02 4998 3219 
Little Valley Farm - Alpaca Farm   0407 224 150  
Twin Pines Cottage     0403 083 381 
Valle Laguna     0408 809 471  
Valley Field Escape    02 4998 3312   
 

   M i l l f I e l d  
 
Bellbird & Swallows Cottages    0414 786 705 
Neudorf Country Retreat     0414 920 013  
 

   C o n g e w a i 
 
Brown Muir Cottage    0409 416 416 
 

   W o l l o m b i   
 
Applegums      0419 416 416 
Blair Athol Estate     02 4998 3323 
Bellbird Valley     0409 416 416 
Capers Cottage     0409 305 285 
Cedar Creek Cottages    02 4998 1576 
Cowboys Cabin     0423 109 558 
Dilly Dally at Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Friar Jurds @ Wollombi Tavern   02 4998 3261 
The Farm @ Hunter Escape   0418 114 303 
Grays Inn      02 4998 3483 
Gypsy Willows     02 4998 3404 
Hollybrook Hunter Valley     0411 968 873  
Hunter Valley Escapes    0409 416 416 
Ironbark Cottage     02 4998 3427 
Maggies in Wollombi    0416 039 081 
Mystwood Retreats     02 4998 3234 
Myrtle Cottage Accommodation   0409 416 416 
Pepper Tree Cottage    0416 039 081 
Redleaf Hunter Valley    0412 566 637 
The Shed      02 4998 3219 
Somewhere Unique    02 4998 3257 
The Studios      02 4998 3182 
Tiny Escape      0426 891 870 
Undercliff Settlers Cottage   02 4998 3322 
Wild Edge Retreat     02 4998 3304 
Wollombi Barn Stay     02 4998 3221 
Wollombi Brook Family Farm Stay....  0422 515 905 
Wollombi Bush Retreat     0432 156 396  
Wollombi Farm Country House    0416 039 081 
Wollombi Stays     0416 039 081 
Woodcutters House    0416 039 081 
Yango Creek Farmhouse    0416 039 081 

Services 

Dog and Cat  Beds and Accessories         0421 431 451 
http:/growls-hisses.com 
houndsfelines@mail.com 
 

Blaise Strewe  Licensed Builder          0410 107 465 
constructivecb@gmail.com 

mailto:constructivecb@gmail.com

