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Awarded the  

Australia Day 2022 

COMMUNITY EVENT 

OF THE YEAR 

 

   Wollombi Valley 

Sculpture 

Festival 

Awarded the  

ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

 

OAM in the Australia Day 

Honours list for Service to the 

community of Wollombi Valley  

 

The Late Alister John Forsyth 

 

READ MORE 
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 ORDER OF AUSTRALIA (OAM) MEDAL 

The Late Alister John Forsyth (John) 

The Late Alister John Forsyth (John) of Wattagan 
Creek Road Laguna was awarded a medal (OAM) 
of the Order of Australia in the General Division for 
service to the community of Wollombi Valley.  The 
award was announced in the Honours List on 
Australia Day on the 26th January 2022. 
 

On the 27th January 2022 the Governor-General 
announced an Honorary Medal in the General 
Division of the Order of Australia (OAM) be 
awarded to Mrs Christine Robin Forsyth (Robbie) 
for service to the Wollombi Valley region, 
particularly through sporting, arts and community 
organisations. 
 

John and his wife Robbie came to the Wollombi 
Valley 29 years ago and settled in their home, St 
Brendanôs, in Wattagan Creek Road Laguna and 
commenced to engage with the community in the 
valley in addition to renovating St Brendanôs with 
the help of local trades. 
 

In April 2000 John purchased a 40 acre parcel of 
land on the main road with the intention to build a 
full size cricket ground and a five hole golf course 
surrounding the oval for use by the community and 
in particular the local school across the road.  John 
and Robbie then set about completing the cricket 

ground and environs and the cricket ground was 
officially opened by the Late Arthur Morris on the 
2nd March 2005. 
 

In September 2015 John commenced the building 
of a 25 metre five lane swimming pool on the 
ground near the cricket oval which was completed 
and opened on the 18th September 2016 and now 
used by community members including the local 
school. 
 

While completing the work with Robbie on the 
cricket ground and swimming pool and associated 
structures and maintaining them John still found 
time to become a volunteer with Robbie with the 
local Rural Fire Service which saw John become 
the President and a benefactor.  In addition John 
found time to become a supporter and benefactor 
of the Village People Laguna Cricket Club, 
Secretary of the Wollombi Valley Arts Council, 
supporter and benefactor of Laguna Public School 
and supporter of numerous other organisations in 
the valley including Valley Artists. 
 

In 2019 Robbie and John were recognised by 
Cessnock City Council as Senior Citizens of the 
year.  Sadly John passed away on the 16th 
November 2019.In his time John made a difference 
to the culture and life of the Wollombi Valley and 
his wife Robbie will continue that legacy. 

Richard Gulley AM. 
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Thank you Sally Sullivan our OON editor these past eight years. 

OON editor ï she was so much more: photographer, artist, 

column writer, ideas woman.  

We have valued her enthusiasm, understanding, integrity and 

flexibility. OON is an important community resource and without 

an editor there wouldnôt be an OON so our thanks to you Sally for 

taking on this role and caring for OON through its metamorphosis 

from hand-held to digital copy.  

We wish you the best in your next endeavours and look forward, 

we hope, to seeing more of your art and poetry in future issues.  
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.Å×ÌÙ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ #ÅÓÓÎÏÃË -ÁÙÏÒȟ *ÁÙ 3ÕÖÁÁÌ ÁÎÄ 7ÁÒÄ ! #ÏÕÎÃÉÌÌÏÒÓ 0ÁÕÌ $ÕÎÎ ÁÎÄ *ÅÓÓÉÃÁ *ÕÒÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÇÒÅÅÄ ÔÏ 

ÁÔÔÅÎÄ Á 7ÏÌÌÏÍÂÉ 0ÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙ -ÁÒÃÈ ρψÔÈ ÁÔ υȢσπÐÍȢ  

#ÏÍÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÈÁÎÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÁÒÅÁȢ (ÏÐÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÕÐÇÒÁÄÅÓ ÔÏ ÌÏÃÁÌ 2/!$3 

ÁÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÄÁȦ 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ 

ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ 
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#ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢ 

Please find one hour to attend this important Wollombi Community meeting at Wollombi 

Tennis Club on Friday 18th of March. Numbers speak louder than words! 

Wollombi Progress AGM will commence at 5.00pm. All are welcome.  

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ ͼÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢͼ   
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3ÉÍÏÎÅ 3ÍÉÔÈ 
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Sally Sullivan 
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The following Special Resolution will be proposed at the AGM: 

That the Members resolve that the Association change its name 

from óWollombi Valley Progress Association Incô to óWollombi 

Valley Community Association Incô. 
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)Ó ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ Á ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ  

×ÉÔÈ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÙ ÓËÉÌÌÓ 

#/.4!#4ȡ  3ÉÍÏÎÅ 3ÍÉÔÈ 
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February - March 2022 

The Wollombi Valley Arts Council 

encourages and fosters all kinds of artistic 

and cultural expression within the Wollombi 

Valley in order to support and promote 

artists and our community.  

Please visit our website www.wollombi.org 

'WANGAAYPUWAN 
NGURRAô                            

An exhibition by MADDY HODGETTS and 
friends 
 
Allirra Moore, Sarah Gordon & Kayleb 
Waters-Sampson 

11 February - 27 February,  

Open Fridays - Sundays 10am - 4pm 

-------------------------------------- 

Coming up next...  

óLAGUNA COLLECTIVEô 

Four local craftswomen have come together to 

exhibit their work 

 

Jordis Pointu ï organic and free style 
garments working with wool and synthetics 
Linda Wilkinson  ï explores new ways of 
using her hand printed textiles to create art 
Rosie Hermann ï vibrant merino and silk 
felting 
Jane Mowatt  ï handspun wool, knitted 
socks, beanies and scarves  
 

You are invited to join us for morning tea at 

10.30am on 5th March to celebrate the exhibition 

opening and meet the artists 

                                    
5 - 20 March, Open DAILY 10am - 4pm 

 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the 

Wollombi Valley Arts Council will be held at 3pm 

on Sunday 6th March behind the Little Yengo 

Gallery, followed by a General Committee meeting. 

All welcome. 

Wollombi Valley Arts Council Inc  

Email: artscouncil@wollombi.org  

yengogallery@wollombi.org 

Web:  www.wollombi.org 

F/B: https://www.facebook.com/artscouncilwollombi 

LOVE OUR LIFESTYLE? é..   

JOIN ONE OF OUR LOCAL GROUPS, MAKE NEW FRIENDS, SHARE YOUR SKILLS OR JUST 
LEND A HAND é YOUR COMMUNITY WILL BE GRATEFUL  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED NOW        
See our back page for all organisations  

WOLLOMBI VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL INC. 

  ARTS NEWS 

  Whatôs on at the Fireshed Gallery, Wollombi Cultural Centre 
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NOTICE OF AGM 

Valley Artists' Annual General Meeting will be held at the back of the Wollombi General Store on 

Saturday 26 February at 4.30pm.  

All positions are open.  All welcome. 
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Our team of experts can assist with irrigation, 

pumping, filtration, water treatment, hoses, fittings, 

valves and pipes, fire protection systems, rainwater 

harvesting and storage, stock watering, solar and bore 

pumping solutions. We offer system design, product 

supply, installation, servicing and provide expert 

advice to our residential, commercial and agricultural 

customers.  If you have a water project or water 

management needs, please get in touch! 

Founded on the guiding principle that water is our 

most precious resource, our responsibility to clients is 

to engage with the industry to ensure our products 

and services are worldôs best practice in the area of 

efficient water management. We are members of 

Irrigation Australia and provide innovative and 

sustainable environmental and water related 

solutions.  We are also part of the Think Water 

franchise group which includes 50+ stores across 

Australia and New Zealand.  

POSITION VACANT 

We are currently offering a great 

opportunity for an experienced, 

driven Sales Person to join our 

small dynamic team.   

The successful applicant will 

provide the highest level of 

customer service and sales 

support across a range of 

products including pumps, 

irrigation, and outdoor power 

products.  

Please forward your resume to 

karen.carrier@thinkwater.com.a

u  
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WSCET is pleased to advise that, subject to COVID and government regulations, 

we anticipate holding the Wollombi Easter Market on Monday, April 18 2022.  

 

To provide a level of certainty and fairness for stall holders, patrons, community groups and organisers, 

we will review the COVID situation and government regulations on Monday 14th March. If all clear, we 

will open bookings from this day. This will allow a fair and timely manner for all. 

 

Please note that due to COVID, government regulations and weather, the market may be cancelled up to 

and including the day of the market. In this scenario we will advise and provide a refund. 

 

Watch this space for site booking application information available from Monday, March 14th 2022 

 

Thank you for your support and patience, 

Wollombi Easter Market Team 
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Notices and advertising  

in Our Own News 
 

Payments for Advertising and notices  
are what keeps the OON going and we 
are happy  to provide a rate sheet.   

 

If you are interested 
 in advertising in the OON or placing 
notices please contact us to assess  

what costs are involved.  
 

oon_news@hotmail.com 

ADVERTISE HERE 

ρȾψ 3):% 
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Whatôs In Blossom 

Narrow-leaved Geebung Persoonia linearis 

This bush tucker and, according to Paul Gordon, 

bush medicine shrub about 3-5m high with dark, 

flaky, papery bark which is reddish underneath, 

yellow flowers and green round edible fruits with 

one spike protruding on the underside, ripe when 

it falls to the ground, is very common in the 

understorey of our valleys and ridges. (Iôve 

crammed a lot of information in that opening 

sentence. I hope itôs comprehensible! Iôm trying to 

outdo Henry Jamesô use of commas.)  

 

It inhabits eastern NSW and Victoria from the 

coast to the mountains, flowering summer to 

autumn. Geebungs are hardy, attractive and fruit 

bearing, three good reasons to not only admire 

them in the bush, also have them in our gardens, 

however they are difficult to grow from seed or 

cuttings.  

 

The fruit, called drupes because it is fleshy and 

containing one seed, are eaten by kangaroos, 

possums and currawongs. The shrub was first 

described by the English botanist and artist Henry 

Cranke Andrews in 1799. He published The 

Botanistôs Repository in ten volumes between 

1797 and 1812. Not only was he an artist, also an 

engraver, colourist, and publisher of his books, 

quite a busy botanist.  

The name ñgeebungò is from the Dharug 

language.   

Chris Davey 
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Wollombi 31st March 1845.  

The system of lawless violence seems to be progressing, as two cases were initiated at the Police office this 

morning, against John Lynch, 

One of them for threatening to shoot John Barnett, and the other for a like threat against Edward Pepper, and 

afterwards knocking him down with the gun, by which his cheek and lip were cut, and two teeth broken. This it 

appears took place on Sunday, to prevent the removal of a quantity of wheat, the cases are to be heard on Friday. 

But for the strong arm of the law, the peaceable and loyal inhabitants of this district would be in a perilous 

condition, and so sensibly do they feel it, that they are memorializing his Excellency not to remove our Police 

Magistrate. 

The Sydney Morning Herald. 

  

Wollombi March 31st, 1862. 

Notwithstanding there are three public houses in the town, any stranger visiting it will be impressed with the "quiet 

repose" of the Sabbath, and the absence of drunken rows so prevalent in some towns. But thanks to the highly 

efficient state of our police hitherto, under the active superintendence of Mr Dalyell, our worthy and indefatigable 

Police Magistrate, there is seldom any act of sabbath desecration to record. 

The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser. 

Sourced through Trove by Steve Sullivan. 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

CESSNOCK CITY COUNCILôS POWER PURCHASE  

 

 11 February 2022 

 

Cessnock City Council is one of six Hunter and Central Coast regional councils who have joined forces to 

secure a long-term electricity procurement agreement, backed by new renewable electricity generation 

projects, with Mojo Power.  

  

The 10-year agreement, which commenced in January 2022, will supply approximately 100GWh of 

electricity per year. Renewable energy projects supplying the electricity include the NSW-government-

approved Upper Hunter Energy Park - near Scone in the Upper Hunter Shire - which includes an 80MW 

wind and 10 MW solar farm with plans for future storage capacity. This part of the contract includes 

commitments to support a local community fund. 

 

The agreement additionally sources electricity from the existing solar farm in Boggabilla and a new farm 

at Yoogali, which will commence operation in July 2022. The scheme will deliver a direct link between the 

electricity supplied by the projects and the electricity consumed by the six councils.  

 

Cessnock City Mayor Jay Suvaal said the agreement will result in stable and lower electricity costs in 

comparison with recent years.  

 

ñThis project is a good deal for Cessnock,ò Mayor Jay Suvaal said. ñIt increases our use of renewable 

energy sources and improves Council productivity.  

ñThe agreement will provide stable pricing and a secure financial return over the lifetime of the 10-year 

contract. 

 

ñThe contract will be the first step towards achieving Cessnock City Councilôs target of net zero emissions 

by 2050, with 85% of its corporate electricity being sourced from renewables when the Upper Hunter 

Energy Park goes online in 2024.ò  

 

Other Councils involved in the scheme are Lake Macquarie City Council, Central Coast Council, Upper 

Hunter Shire Council, Maitland City Council, and Muswellbrook Shire Council. 

 

This outcome was the result of a competitive open tender process run in September 2021 with the 

winning bid providing the best value for money outcome.   

 

Melinda McMillan 
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Andrew Murray 

 Andrew Murray (179 -1858) was working in 

a London nursery when John Macarthur was 

about to return to NSW, after his period in 

England following the Rum Rebellion.  He had 

made a collection of ornamental and agricultural 

plants to bring back, and Murray was employed 

to care for them on the voyage, and establish 

them at Macarthurôs properties at Parramatta 

and Camden. He married Eleanor Kilpack, the 

daughter of one of Macarthurôs employees a 

year later. 

 After completing his work for Macarthur, he 

moved on to a series of Government positions, 

being, at different times, Constable at the 

Cowpastures, Overseer of the Government 

Garden at Parramatta, Overseer of Government 

Stock & Government Dairy at Parramatta.  

During his employment in these positions he 

acquired farmland at Beecroft, where Murray's 

Farm Road bears his name, and at Wollombi 

and Bathurst. 

 Roy H. Goddard, in his book The Life & 

Times of James Milson, tells the story of John 

Marquet Blaxland, Milson and Murray jointly 

taking a herd of cattle into the Wollombi district 

from their County of Cumberland properties in 

1822, and becoming the first white settlers to get 

land grants in the Wollombi district.   

 Murrayôs property started at the beginning 

of Murrays Run Road and went as far as the 

northern end of todayôs Burralong Estate, and 

totaled 1380 acres. When applying for one 640 

acre portion in 1826 he stated his assets as 

being 857 pounds cash,  25 milch cows,  32 

heifers, 4 horses, 1 plough, 1 harrow,  1 cart & 

harness plus minor items.  Several surveys 

made around 1829-30 show Murray's farm, with 

cultivated paddocks.  Reports on road 

construction in that area mention the farm as 

well. 

 I have no evidence that Murray ever took 

up residence on this property. He sold it to 

Richard Wiseman after about ten years. 

                         

Carl Hoipo Jan. 2022 

 

,ÏÃÁÌ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎȟ #ÁÒÌ (ÏÉÐÏ ÉÓ ÄÏÉÎÇ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 

ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÏÎ Ȭ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÁÒÅ 

ÓÔÉÌÌ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȩȭ     

  

+ÅÅÐ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 

ÍÏÎÔÈÓȢ   
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×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ Á ÎÅ× ÂÁÎÎÅÒ - 6!,%4 - 6ÁÌÌÅÙͻÓ !ÃÔÉÖÅ ,ÁÎÄÃÁÒÅ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 4ÅÁÍȢ 

 

 

 

 

7ÏÌÌÏÍÂÉ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ,ÁÎÄÃÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ 

ÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÌÌÏÍÂÉ 

"ÒÏÏË 4ÒÁÉÌȢ 

#ÏÍÒÁÄÅÒÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÒÏÏËȢ 

.Å× ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÁÓ ×Å ÐÌÁÎÔ ÁÎÅ× ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÒ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÐÁÔÈÓȢ 

!ÌÌ ÁÇÅÓ ÁÒÅ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄȟ ×Å ÅÍÂÒÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÔÈÏÓ ÔÈÁÔ ͻÍÁÎÙ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÍÁËÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ×ÏÒËͻȢ 

!Î ÈÏÕÒ ÏÒ Ô×Ï ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙȟ ÁÓ ×Å ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÍÅÎÄÏÕÓ ×ÅÅÄ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÎ ÂÙ 

ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ×ÅÔ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ  

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÄÉÒÔÙȟ ÄÏÎͻÔ ×ÅÁÒ ÇÌÏÖÅÓȢ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÏÒ ×ÅÅÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÌÏÔȟ ÂÒÉÎÇ Á ÓÁÍÐÌÅȦ 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÏÖÅ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÁËÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ 

ÐÌÁÎÔÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÍÕÓÔ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȦ 

2360 ÎÏÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕͻÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÍÏÒÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÅÍÁÉÌ   ×ÏÌÌÏÍÂÉȢÌÁÎÄÃÁÒÅͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

 

MEET NEW PEOPLE, LEARN SOMETHING NEW, BRING SOMETHING NEW   

JOIN ONE OF OUR MANY LOCAL GROUPS, MAKE NEW FRIENDS, SHARE YOUR SKILLS 
OR JUST LEND A HAND é YOUR COMMUNITY WILL BE GRATEFUL   

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED NOW                                                See our back page for all organisations 


